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God’s Creation enthralls us. We are drawn 
to its beauty, awed by its grandeur, and 
mystified by its intricacies. Recent photos 
from the James Webb Telescope have 
presented us with views we struggle to take 
into our finite minds. But God’s infinite 
mind imagined and formed it all. 

Paul says that the Creation bears witness 
to God’s eternal power and divine nature 
(Rom. 1:20). We cannot know everything 
about God by attending to Creation. Still, 
we can understand this: a Creator exists, 
and that Creator is powerful beyond our 
imagination. David had affirmed that 
the heavens preach the glory of God 
(Psa. 19:1), leaving us mere humans 
wondering how we could matter to such 
a mighty God (Psa. 8:3–4). Yet we do. We 
are God’s image-bearers (Gen. 1:26; Psa. 
8:5–8), with a unique role among all God’s 
creatures. We are responsible for ruling 
over Creation as God himself would do it, 
with all the same love for it and care for 
it that he himself would offer. We’ve been 
placed, like Adam in the Garden, to “till 
it and keep it” (Gen. 2:15). This is God’s 
good earth (Gen. 1:31) that he loves. We 
are called to care for it. 

The clear teaching of Scripture that we 
are charged to care for the earth has 

become a political football in our world. 
The terms “climate change” and “global 
warming” have polarized us into partisan 
positions. That is truly unfortunate. 
Whether you believe with more than 
ninety-seven percent of climate scientists 
that climate change is real and that it has 
been brought about by human behavior 
or that it is a hoax perpetrated by some 
left-wing cabal, the teaching of Scripture 
is unchanged. Even if we were not facing 
an environmental crisis of unimaginable 
proportions, we would still have the 
undeniable instruction from Scripture to 
care for the world that God created. We 
have never been given the right to destroy 
or desecrate it.  

During September, Christians worldwide 
will attend to the doctrine of Creation and 
our responsibility as human beings who 
are not apart from Creation but a part of 
Creation. We at Trinity will join in this 
chorus. We’ll sing our songs of Creation. 
We will listen to the biblical texts that call 
us to humble and obedient care for our 

common home. May we ignore 
the world’s politics and listen to 
God’s voice alone.
Dr. Robert Creech, 
Interim Senior Pastor

For The Beauty of The Earth
Pastoral Reflections

September 4
Imagine That! 
Unholy Imagination 
Mark 4:35-41

Upcoming Sermons

September 11 
Imagine That!
Redeemed Imagination 
Mark 8:11-21

September 18 
New Sermon Series:
For The Beauty of The Earth
Our Common Home
Genesis 1:1-31
September 25
For The Beauty of The Earth
Our Assignment 
Genesis 2:14-15
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Pastor Search Team Prayers
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith…” (Hebrews 12:1-2a NIV) 

For 73 years, by God’s grace, the TBC 
family has been faithfully running the 
race that He has marked out for us…the 
race of carrying on Christ’s work in our 
community and beyond. We have been 
inspired by the heroes of faith who have 
gone before us. They have set the example 
of how to run with perseverance for God’s 
glory. The baton has been passed from 
generation to generation led by each of 
TBC’s senior pastors.  

In December 2021, our faithful team captain and beloved 
Pastor Les passed the baton and we have continued on the 
course. The church family led by our cherished interim team 
captain, Dr. Creech, has been carrying the baton in faith and 
for God’s Kingdom ever since.  

Over the past year, the race has been an exciting adventure. 
It has certainly not been a sprint, but instead the pace has 
been set by the One who designed the course. As a search 
team, we do not have a map of the course, but we know 
the One who does and we trust Him to lead us. We did 
anticipate it would be a long, challenging race with many 
twists, turns and grueling hills, but we have great confidence 
knowing we are not alone. We have you, our brothers and 
sisters in Christ, praying for us and we have the assurance 

that the Holy Spirit is guiding and energizing us to cross the 
finish line…not just somehow but victoriously! 

During the past month, the search team finalized the 
reference questionnaire and beginning the week of August 
8th, conducted initial reference interviews for each of 

our final candidates. In speaking with 
the candidates’ references, we asked for 
additional references in order to become 
more thoroughly acquainted with each 
of our candidates. On August 14th, it 
was a great blessing to come together as 
a church body for a church-wide prayer 
service, solely dedicated to praying for this 
search process. Thank you for the vital role 
you play in bringing every aspect of this 
journey before God’s throne of grace. 

As we continue the course, we are filled with hope and 
gratefulness for all God has done for us. Jesus Christ, the 
true Head of the Church, is our ultimate prize and yet by 
His grace we trust He has plans to bless us with an earthly 
leader who reflects Him. Our hearts are so full as we run 
this leg with Spirit-infused energy. We press on with 
expectancy and we will do so until we see God’s chosen 
leader standing on the track before us with his hand 
reaching back, eyes fixed intently ahead on Jesus, ready to 
take the baton and lead us forward. 

See you at the finish line…where we will joyfully and 
humbly proclaim, “To God be the glory!”

/tbcsanantonio @trinitybaptist_saTrinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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Thank you, Cheryl!
It is with personal sadness that we share with you that Cheryl Reyes has accepted a full time position as a legal 
administrator at a law firm close to the church. Cheryl has served us tirelessly for 21 years as our Office/HR Manager, and 
many of you have had the privilege to work with Cheryl in her various responsibilities. We are pleased to report that she 
will not be leaving us completely but will continue working for the church on a part-time basis. 

Cheryl considers this life change to be a wonderful opportunity that she could not pass up. Cheryl will be here full 
time until September 2nd. Please keep her in your prayers as she transitions into her new job.  We will create some 
opportunities for you to join us in celebrating her wonderful tenure of full time service and to express your appreciation 
for her.
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On Friday, October 7th, at 7:30pm we will 
be hosting songwriters Keith and Kristyn 
Getty as a part of their Fall Tour titled, 
“Christ Our Hope in Life and Death.” This 
Irish couple occupy a unique space in 
the world of Christian music today as the 
preeminent modern hymn writers. They 
have written a catalogue of songs that teach 
Christian doctrine and cross the genres of 
traditional, classical, and folk. As a scholar 
of Christian music, I’d say that the Gettys 
have done for Christian music in the early 
2000s what the Gaithers did for Christian 
music in the 1970s & 80s. 

The first time I remember hearing Keith and Kristyn Getty live was at the 2008 Baptist 
Church Music Conference in New Orleans, LA. At the time, they had only released 
one album and were new to touring in the United States. However, that first album 
captivated my attention and the attention of worship leaders across the globe. That first 
studio album included songs like “In Christ Alone,” “Hear the Call of the Kingdom,” 
“The Power of the Cross,” and “Speak, O Lord,” and I’m glad to say that we still sing 
them in our church. We also sing “Living Waters,” “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us,” 
and “By Faith,” which were all released on later albums.  

One of the things I appreciate most about the Gettys is that not only are their songs 
lyrically and theologically sound, but the music written to accompany these powerful 
lyrics is equally robust and appealing. They combine the best of the Celtic melodies of 
their Irish heritage with the best of orchestral writing to create music that is creative 
and winsome.   

I’m also excited to announce that we are putting together a mass choir for this event and 
several area churches are participating. We are already expecting 150+ singers in the 
choir! If you’ve ever considered joining the chorale, this Fall is definitely the right time! 
If you’d like more information about joining the Chorale for this event or about the 
Getty concert, just email me at jsensenig@trinitybaptist.org.

General admission is $35 with Artist’s Circle for $45. You can 
purchase tickets at https://www.trinitybaptist.org/event/getty 
or scan the QR code.

Music & Worship Arts

Jacob Sensenig,
Minister of Music  
& Worship Arts

Christ Our Hope in Life & Death
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Friday, October 7th, 7:30 p.m. | 319 E Mulberry Ave, San Antonio, TX 78212 
General Admission $35, Artist’s Circle $45
Purchase Tickets at www.trinitybaptist.org/event/getty
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Children’s Ministry
It is hard to believe summer is over, and a new school year has begun. As you start 
getting into new routines, I want to encourage you to make church part of your 
family life. There are two really good discipleship opportunities offered weekly by the 
Children’s Ministry.  

Sunday School is offered every week at 10:15am on the Mulberry campus. Children are 
divided into age-appropriate groups and taught by extremely gifted laity who want to 
help your child learn about God’s word and incorporate it into their daily lives while 
also connecting with their church community. 

Wednesday evenings we have “Faith Family Night” which is a time of fun worship 
where we all congregate together to sing and learn a Bible lesson. Following that is a 
time of small group time where we do all types of different activities that help children 
see God at work in their own lives through their gifts and talents. 

These are both great ways to help your children create routines of 
discipleship and church community that will carry over into adulthood.
Dr. Debbie Potter,
Minister of Children

Children’s Weekly Opportunities



@students.tbc @tbcstudents_sa
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@tbcchildrens_ministryThe Dr. Deb Show TBC/TbcchildrensministrySATX

Parent’s Day Out
New Parent’s Day Out and New Year Beginnings
We are so excited about our new PDO year with all the wonderful children! We are happy to welcome our 
returning children back to our family of PDO! We are also happy to welcome to our family our new children 
who are starting a new beginning with us.  

We have fun planned for each month! We have so many opportunities from Superhero Day, to the Tooth Fairy, 
from the Fire Truck visiting, to National Popcorn Day on Pajama Day! There’s even Read Across America Day 
with a visiting author reading their book, to the Easter Egg Hunt, and so much more! It is an exciting year to 
have great educational experiences along with having fun! Isn’t that always the best way to learn? 

We still have some room for your child or someone you know who has a child that is 1-4 years old to join us. 
The more smiling and happy faces the better! Please contact me, Maureen Gaydos at (210) 738-7764 to get them 
enrolled. You don’t want to miss out on what is planned for our 2022-2023 year!

Maureen Gaydos,  
PDO Director



We are glad to be back stateside after a 
wonderful week and a half in Scotland with 
the 11 College and Emerging Adults who went 
on pilgrimage with us. Sarah and I wanted to 
share a few thoughts about the experience, 
and I know you’ll hear more about it when our 
students share in worship in the coming weeks. 
However, we wanted to share with you from 
our vantage point as leaders.  

We spent the first three days taking in the 
sights in Edinburgh, Glencoe, and Oban before 
we made the challenging journey out to Iona 
with two ferries and a 
bus drive on the single-
track roads across the 
Island of Mull. This 
time together helped 
the students bond with 
one another before the 
intense spiritual work 
we did at Iona. While 
some of them knew 
each other well, others 
had barely conversed 
with one another before 
traveling together. By 
the time we arrived at 
Iona, the group had 
already experienced 
so much and they had 
taken in some of Edinburgh’s most historic and 
picturesque sights.  

While on Iona, our students engaged in 
morning and evening prayer services in the 
13th century Benedictine Abbey and we 
believe that these services are the foundation 
upon which the entire rest of the trip was built. 
The services introduced our students to the 
beauty of liturgical and contemplative worship 
practices, challenged them with new songs, 
encouraged them with familiar songs and 
Scripture passages, and provided the students 
with important leadership roles. From the very 
first service our students read Scripture, helped 
distribute Communion elements, take up the 
offering, light candles, ring the church bell to 
summon people to the services, and so much 

more. I was able to lead a few songs during 
the week and Sarah was asked to officiate 
Communion during the Thursday evening 
service.  

We lived in the historic Abbey buildings for 
six days, which have recently been updated 
and renovated, and we shared this space with 
nearly 40 others from a variety of countries 
and denominations. There were other North 
Americans, including some pastors from 
Houston, Boston, Virginia, and Vancouver, 
a group of 12 female pastors from Denmark, 

a few individuals from 
Switzerland and Germany, 
and a host of people from 
locations across the UK. 
We shared all of our meals 
together each day and our 
students got to interact 
with all of them. Sarah 
and I had so many people 
intentionally seek us out 
to tell us how wonderful 
our group was. Multiple 
people commented that 
they represented their 
faith, their church, and 
their country well. The 
latter of which was likely 
the most challenging as 

we had numerous people speak to us with 
anger and frustration about politics related to 
gun violence and reform, abortion issues, and  
political figures. It was a great reminder that 
the world is watching how we as people of faith 
respond and at times all we could do is lament 
along with them. These same individuals also 
encouraged our students to think about why 
they had come on pilgrimage to Iona and 
how God might be calling them to live as they 
leave. We are grateful for the way these faithful 
Christians spoke into the lives of our students 
in profound ways. To quote the Celtic Rune of 
Hospitality, “Often, often, often goes the Christ 
in the stranger’s guise.”  

We shared numerous other experiences 
throughout the week including common 

Young Adult Ministry
Reflections on Pilgrimage to Iona
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College & Emerging Adults Ministry

@tbc_caea

MidWeek Small 
Groups
MidWeek returns August 30th at 7pm on the 
Mulberry campus. We are looking forward to a new 
semester of learning and growing in community 
together. Join us as we learn about the Agape love of 
God. See you every Tuesday at 7pm!

Mark your calendars for our next young adult 
community dinner! This will be a potluck style 
dinner, so please sign up to bring a dish. Join us 
at the Sensenig residence on September 18th and 
contact Sarah Sensenig at ssensenig@trinitybaptist.
org to RSVP and sign up for a dish to bring to dinner! 
Remember, the whole family is welcome.

Young Adult 
Community Dinner

Fall Retreat
Life can be filled with busy schedules and at times utter chaos. Have you ever felt so overwhelmed in life that it 
seems hard to function? Sadly, that is the reality for far too many of us. For our Fall Retreat this year, we will be 
focusing on the biblical practice to “Be Still”. Being still does not always come naturally for many people, but it 
is a vital practice to ensure that our hearts and minds are rooted in the peace of Christ. Join us September 30th 
- October 1st. More details to follow soon. Contact Sarah Sensenig at ssensenig@trinitybaptist.org for more 
information.

tasks each day, like preparing vegetables for meals, cleaning 
bathrooms, and helping set up for services in the church. 
Throughout the week, we all attended program sessions 
about creative expressions of worship, took a 7-mile 
pilgrimage around the island, and experienced plenty of 
time in the splendor of God’s creation. Each night after 
the 9pm worship service, I led us in a time of theological 
reflection asking, “Where did you see/experience God 
today?” We also asked questions related to the themes and 
liturgical elements of our evening worship services. If you 
could have been a fly on the wall of the small library where 
we met, you would be amazed at the maturity and depth of 
our students, as well as how much we laughed together. It 
was an honor to lead these young people alongside my wife.  

I’m excited to see the ways this pilgrimage builds 
momentum for the fall. I believe that some of these students 
will be much more involved after this immersive experience. 
Sarah and I hope that we can put together one of these trips 
for College and Emerging Adults every two years, which 
would mean we would do another one in the summer 
of 2024. Perhaps returning to Iona or going to the Taizé 
Community in France. Who knows what God has in store 
for 2024, but for now we will rejoice in knowing that this 

experiment was wildly successful.

8

Jacob Sensenig,
Minister of Music  
& Worship Arts
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I recently spent a week in Colorado, relishing the Rockies, the Arkansas River, and the 
cool temperatures, while hiking and biking with a dear friend. The crowded Denver 
airport, where I huddled with hundreds during a tornado threat, likely produced the 
Covid germs that infected me. Besides missing teaching my Sunday School class and 
worshiping with you, I missed an important appointment with my hairdresser. Because 
I haven’t chosen to reveal my natural hair color, I count on my hairdresser to cover my 
pesky roots. Scripture does affirm us for our gray hair, calling it “a crown of glory . . 
. gained in a righteous life” (Prov 16:31). We have to live a while to wear this crown. 
Although I have lived long enough, I have delayed wearing that crown. So, I have to 
continue covering the roots. Perhaps it’s time to reveal them (oops! I think I just did!).
Unlike hair roots, spiritual roots cannot be easily covered. They show every day. The 
psalmist speaks of the effect of one meditating on God’s word: “That person is like a 
tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not 
wither” (Ps 1:3 NIV). Nourished, watered roots produce good fruit. Paul prays for the 
Ephesians to be “rooted and grounded in love” so that they can somehow comprehend 
“the breadth and length and height and depth” of God’s love and be “filled to all the 
fullness of God” (Eph 3:17-19 NRSVUE). When we are deeply rooted in God’s word 
and grounded in his love, we radiate his love to others. We act and speak out of the 
fullness of God. Practices of prayer, Bible study, service, worship, and community 

nourish our roots. The heat and drought can cause us to wither, as can the 
circumstances of life. Let’s encourage each other as we nurture our roots 
even in these “dog days” of summer. 

Older Adult Ministry

Caren Goodman,
Interim Minister of 
Older Adults

Your Roots are Showing!

Nurturing Our Roots: Summer 2022
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Celebrating Community: LAMPS
LAMPS (Ladies Accepting, Ministering, Praying, Serving) is comprised of women of diverse ages and stages, 
experiences and talents. Members describe LAMPS as a warm and welcoming “God-centered, Bible-based, 
mission-minded, praying group.” The class name aptly portrays the group. Some remember how accepted they 
felt when they visited the class. Evelyn Cossey recalls the first time she walked in the door: “Dianna stopped the 
lesson and warmly welcomed me before returning without a bobble” to the scripture. Shirley Spencer agrees, 
“I was so welcomed when I visited, there was no doubt I had found my place.” Peggy Anderson calls LAMPS a 
“family that each member has chosen to be a part of,” while many ladies speak of the sisterhood they share. Most 

mention fun fellowship times, especially the Christmas parties and 
special times eating out together.   

LAMPS members minister to and pray for their group as well as 
others. One member describes the shower the ladies gave when 
she moved into her apartment, demonstrating their love for her 
during a difficult time. Weekly emails encourage members to pray 
for specific needs and express praise for answered prayer. Service 
occurs through ongoing projects that support Alpha Home and the 
homeless community, as well as impoverished women locally and 
globally. Ladies serve throughout TBC as deacons, trustees, food 
service volunteers, and members of the Flower, Prayer, Older Adult 
Ministry, CARE, Proverbs 31, and Bountiful Blessings teams.  

All expressed appreciation for their teacher Dianna Crocker, who 
studies, teaches, prays, and encourages them. Dianna calls them 
a “teacher’s dream class” because they love to explore and apply 
scripture, laugh and have fun, and work together in many ways. 
Their commitment to service and prayer has truly bonded this 
group, which always seems to have room for one more. Mary Kunz, 
a recent new member, states, “my favorite memory [of the group] is 

JOY, the feeling I leave class with every week.”  What an amazing example of community!  

October Upcoming Events
October 13th – Lunch & Learn: “Wise Decision Making on Your RMD’s Out of Your IRAs” Dave Ballard will 
provide information on how to make informed decisions when it comes to required minimum distributions out 
of your Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs). Located in the Mulberry Large Dining Room. We will provide a 
link to order a Jason’s Deli sandwich. 

October 17th – Hill Country Gospel Sing-A-Long in Comfort, Texas. The church bus will leave the Mulberry 
campus by 8:30am. Cost of lunch is $5 and will be provided at the event. 

 For more information on events, contact Janet Martin at (210) 275-5606, or Ann DeBarros at (210) 415-9512. 



Stewardship Ministry
One who intervenes on behalf of another man intercedes on his behalf. Have you ever needed 
someone to act on your behalf? To help in a time of need? An Intercessor? I recall growing 
up that my family had to rely on others to strengthen our resolve and move forward. At a 
young age, my parents divorced and my mom (bless her soul) leaned heavily upon the hand of 
OTHERS to provide intercessors on her 
behalf. My three young siblings were 
not much help. The bank foreclosed on 
our home with the cute red door and 
backyard swing, and my family was 
forced to move. I later in life discovered 
my aunt and several neighbors were 
helpful financially. We moved into a 
duplex and the young couple next door 
did what they could to watch us while 
my mom tried to keep her job and raise 
four children. 

Trinity has taught me about the 
power of Jesus, the Intercessor. One who stands in the gap when there is discord and need 
and a longing for help. The People of God testify to the Power of God when they stand in the 
gap to make a difference in a lost and broken world. Romans 8:34b NIV says that Jesus “...
is at the right hand of God--and He is interceding for us.” In 1 John 2:1 we read that Jesus is 
our “advocate with the Father,” and from Hebrews 7:25 we learn that Jesus “always lives to 
intercede” for us. Who relies on you? More people than you think!  

As a mission minded church, WE have opportunities to rescue others in their darkest hour. 
Even a blind man sees the need for an Intercessor. To Grow in Christ is to Open our Eyes to help 
mankind. To turn our back on the giving of our resources to help others is significant in one’s 
inability to be faithful and mature in Christ. 

Paul believed intercession to be one of the most important aspects of faith. Intervention 
grounds us and helps keep life in perspective. We have all experienced a time in our journey 
where we are grateful to have the help of others. The Church plays a vital role in this regard. 
Being part of the Church empowers you to practice this act, and as I have said before, I believe 
brings smiles to the angels (Hebrews 12:1). So be a cheerful Giver (tipper, tither), help out 
when you are made aware of a need, join a committee, get involved, smile, be a blessing and 
not a burden as you are able. You will sleep better each night if you have done what the King 
says: ...‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
Mine, you did for Me.’ (Matthew 25:40b NIV). If you have been rescued (and we all have), then 
become the rescuer for others and intervene during their difficulty. Like I said, you probably are 
an Intercessor and don’t even know it.

Rob Wood, 
Stewardship Team

You’re Probably an Intercessor and Don’t Even Know it!
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One thing that has really bothered me all my life is the arguing and combat that goes on between Christians. We are raised 
in a competitive world where there are winners and losers. There is no more average or middle ground. We take sides on 
everything possible. To WIN we have a battle. 

Jesus prays for us to live in unity: “And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.” John 17:11 ESV 

Paul also called for unity: “There is one body and one Spirit---just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call-
--one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” Ephesians 4:4-6 ESV 
 
Webster’s Dictionary defines unity as the quality of being one in spirit, sentiment, purpose, ...harmony, ... agreement, 
...uniformity. It is the state of being one, ...implies sameness in spirit, aims, interests, and feelings. 

What? Harmony? Agreement? Uniformity? In Spirit? Aims? Interests? And feelings? Wait a minute. Is that asking for 
perfection? 

Part of the problem is that we expect perfection of ourselves and of others. Those expectations are not met and we are 
disillusioned, disappointed, and think others are wrong because they don’t agree with us. The battle is ON! This happens in 
communities, politics, and families. 

“Once upon a time” that oneness was easy. We grew up in communities where the majority was just like us. We may 
have gone to different churches or schools, but the agreed upon values were the same. We believed in God, in the love of 
family, in appreciation of the country and sacrifices of those who created our history even through the struggles of racism 
and ranting of political parties. We would not tell lies to further our own interests that would reflect on our integrity and 
embarrass our families. “A good name is rather to be desired than great riches...” Proverbs 22:1a ASV 

How did we get here? Babysitters took the place of parents (this is not against both parents working only the lack of 
interaction with children even when they were at home); Pleasure took the place of commitment; “I” took the place of 
“we”; platitudes took the place of biblical truth; “Being spiritual” took the place of worship; Self took the place of God. 
We “who are called Christians” did not help by insisting on tradition over knowledge and understanding, by not living 
our salvation with integrity and morality, by showing our piety in public but violating it in private, by calling “sin” short-
comings, misinformation, and poor upbringing. Notice I said, “we.” 

What does harmony entail? Harmony is having enough respect for others to lay down our battle weapons. Agreement is 
accepting that while your view is different, you are still worthy to God and to me. Uniformity? Well, uniformity is our love 
of God and how we express that love, not having to walk lockstep with others. We agree in spirit with the needs we see all 
around us. We may disagree with how to address those needs. The more we read the Bible, the closer we come together 
in the uniformity of spirit and desire to meet the needs around us. Our aim is still to glorify God in everything we do. 
Our interest is in sharing God’s plan of the ages from Genesis to Revelation. Our Uniformity of feelings is that of love for 
God, our neighbors, and our world. If we can focus on this, we will experience unity, without sacrificing our God given 
uniqueness. 

Paul tells us how to achieve this unity: “I therefore, a prisoner of the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 
to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Ephesians 4:1-3 ESV
Fredda Gill, Ed.D, 
Deacon  

Declarations of a Deacon
Unity
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Missions Ministry
The following is an excerpt from a CBF Blog 
written by Marv Knox, retired editor of the 
Baptist Standard. This blog was posted on 
July 5, 2022. The complete article can be 
read at https://cbfblog.com/2022/07/05/a-
cord-of-three-strands-cbf-weaves-durable-
response-to-ukrainian-crisis/.

A Cord of Three Strands: CBF 
Weaves Durable Response to 
Ukrainian Crisis 
By Marv Knox 

The Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship has woven biblical 
wisdom— “a cord of three 
strands is not quickly torn 
apart” (Ecclesiastes 4:12)—into 
its response to war in Ukraine. 
When Russia attacked Ukraine, 
the Fellowship braided together three 
resources for compassionate ministry:  

It quickly deployed Europe-based field 
personnel to support relief for Ukrainian 
refugees and internally displaced people. 

Those Global Missions personnel instinctively 
collaborated with Baptists and 
other Christians in Eastern 
Europe who are caring directly 
for Ukrainians desperately 
fleeing harm’s way. 

Individuals and congregations 
affiliated with CBF contributed 
to CBF’s Ukraine Relief Fund, 
supplementing donations from 
Baptists around the globe to 
support the overall ministry 
effort. 

The first strand of the relief cord—CBF field 
personnel—has engaged the efforts of Global 
Missions personnel based in both Eastern and 
Western Europe. 

Gennady and Mina Podgaisky, who mark 
the 20th anniversary of their service as field 
personnel in Kyiv this year, have felt the 
war most personally. They returned to the 
United States last December for an off-field 
assignment and planned to return to Kyiv in 

March. Because of the war, they 
have not been able to do so. But 
they have maintained a vigorous 
round-the-clock ministry to their 
Ukrainian sisters and brothers 
from their temporary base in North 
Carolina.

CBF field personnel Gennady and 
Mina Podgaisky are providing 
emergency assistance directly to 
friends and partners in Ukraine. A 
team of volunteers from the town 
of Bucha, Ukraine, deliver food 

packages to people in surrounding villages. 
Through the CBF Ukraine Relief Fund, the 
Podgaiskys were able to provide money for 
the purchase of a van to bring humanitarian 
aid from Western Ukraine and deliver it to 
people in need. Volunteers from a partnering 
ministry of the Podgaiskys load a van with 
groceries to deliver them to a baby orphanage 

filled with new war orphans in 
northeastern Ukraine.  

The Podgaiskys immediately 
began communicating with and 
supporting people in their zone of 
influence—members of their home 
Bible study groups, friends, church 
members and ministry partners—
in Ukraine. They have channeled 
information about evacuation 
routes and connected their friends 
to myriad resources, such as 

information about transportation, medical 
advice and the location of food and shelter.  
They also have provided logistical support for 
Ukrainians seeking to avoid bombings and 
fighting, and they have funneled thousands 

Update on CBF Response to the Ukrainian Refugee Crisis
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Backpacks - Huge Success!!
School is starting and Backpacks are done!! Our members partnered with CAM 
(Christian Assistance Ministry) and adopted 100 students and filled their backpacks 
with all of the school supplies that they will need for the upcoming school year. 
Generous donations were given to make sure that an additional 50 backpacks were 
stuffed with supplies to help make for a successful school year for the children of the 
clients of Alpha Home. What an incredible outreach ministry for our community.  

Thanks for everyone’s immense support!!

Bountiful Blessings
Summer vacations and activities are over, and NOW you have FREE Time for 
a new project.  

Join your church friends in the Mulberry Large Dining Room once a month 
for BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS.  Sorting and packing boxes with food items 
for over 100 families starts at 10:45 AM on a Thursday. The distribution of 
the food items begins at 7:30 AM on the following Saturday. Come help this 
month on September 15th and 17th.

Mark the dates for the next two months in your calendar:
• October 20th and 22nd
• November 17th and 19th

Blue Jean Drive for CAM
September is here… Clean out your closets and donate Blue Jeans for our Mission 
Project. This year any and all Blue Jeans are wanted and needed: Men’s, Women’s and 
Children’s. All sizes. Plus, we are asking for belts. Again, men/women/children, all ages 
and all sizes. There will be barrels set up around the Mulberry campus and the Tripoint 
campus for you to drop off your Blue Jean and belt donations. These Blue Jeans and 
belts will go to CAM (Christian Assistance Ministry) for the homeless and those less 
fortunate. Thank you, Trinity Baptist Church, for having such generous hearts.

of dollars from CBF for food, water, gas, medicines, shelter, 
telephone and transportation to people in the bomb 
shelters as well as to families fleeing war zones and to 
partners providing hands-on ministry in the country. 

Most personally, they have spent untold hours on the 
phone, listening, counseling, encouraging, praying for and 
weeping with their Ukrainian sisters and brothers—both 

those in Ukraine and others scattered across Eastern 
Europe and beyond. 

“As never before, we felt deeply and appreciated the 
ministry of presence as we became the hands and the feet 
of Jesus and mostly the listening ears for many people in 
this crisis time,” Gennady said.

@trinitybaptist_sa/tbcsanantonio Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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Small Groups for Fall 2022

MONDAYS:
Bible Study For Women: Led by Laurie Bracher. Begins Monday, Sept. 19th,
9:30am-11:30am, CLC Grand Room. Study will be Beth Moore’s Breath, a six week
lecture series reflecting on the person, the work and the power of the Holy Spirit.

TUESDAYS:
Games+ Small Group: Prayer, Potluck, and Play: Led by Ann DeBarros. Tuesdays,
11:45am-2:00pm, CLC Grand Room. Adults of all ages gather to fellowship
around lunch, pray together, and play favorite games. All are welcome.

MidWeek Study: For College and Emerging Adults. Led by Sarah Sensenig. Begins
Tuesday, Aug. 30th at 7:00pm in the Student Center. Join us every Tuesday for worship, 
community, and food! Studying the concept of the Agape love of God.

TACO (Truth, Assurance, Commitment, Obedience): Led by John Hale & Mary
Osborne. Begins Tuesday, Sept. 6th, at 6:30pm in the TriPoint Hub and on Zoom.
This is a group for believers and seekers growing in faith, love, and companionship.
The study will be various New Testament books and The Bible Project Videos.

Iron Sharpens Iron: For men. Led by Mike R. Smith and Tim Morris. Begins Tuesday, 
Sept. 6th, 7:15-8:00am at TriPoint Meeting Room 2. This group will meet every other 
week on Tuesdays. Study is God in My Everything by Ken Shigematsu.

WEDNESDAYS: *Part of Faith Family Night
Wednesday Morning Bible Study at TriPoint: For men and women. Led by August
Higgins and Rev. Patrick Gahan. Begins Wednesday, Sept. 7th, 7:15-8:00am at
TriPoint Meeting Room 2. Step into this friendship community for learning how to
study the Scriptures for life application. Study is Discovery Bible Series: 1 Corinthians.
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Stretch for Life: Led by Jill Parker. A group for men and women who do stretch exercises to aid in strength, 
balance, flexibility, and endurance. Meets in CLC Room 110/115 on Wednesday at 3pm. This is an ongoing class.

*Wednesday Evening Bible Study with Dr. Creech: Led by Interim Pastor Robert Creech. Begins Sept. 7th, 
6:00-7:15pm in the Large Dining Room. Study is Pastoral Theology in the Baptist Tradition: Distinctives and 
Directions for the Contemporary Church by R. Robert Creech.

*Ministry to Moms: For moms of children and youth. Led by Barbara Bach, Carol Lecholop, and DeeDee 
Brogan. Begins Wednesday, Sept. 7th, 6:00-7:15pm, CLC Grand Room. This group gathers for dinner, fellowship, 
and study.

*Emotionally Healthy Discipleship: Part 1, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality - Young Adult Small Group for men 
and women, married and single. Led by Jesús and Elsa Romero. Begins Wednesday, Sept. 7th, 6:00-7:15pm.

*Band of Brothers: Led by Karl Schank and Pat Nolan. Begins Wednesday, Sept. 7th, 6:00-7:15pm, in the TBC 
Roof Library and on Zoom. New individuals are always welcome! Studying the Old Testament Book of Genesis.

*Circle of Sisters: For women. Led by Rhonda Jones. Begins Wednesday, Oct. 5th, 6:00-7:15pm, Small Dining 
Room. Details to be determined.

*Young Adult Bible Study: Led by Juliana Monteiro and Mary Minor. Begins Sept. 7th, 6:00-7:15pm. Study is 
the book I Was Hungry: Cultivating Common Ground to End an American Crisis.

* Faith Family Night begins Sept. 7th, 6:00-7:15pm activities available for Children and Students.

The Back Nine: For couples in the 2nd Half of Life. Co-facilitated by the group. Begins Sept. 7th, 7:00-8:00pm at 
TriPoint Meeting Room 2. Will study Season 3 of The Chosen when it is released. Current study is Freeing Jesus by 
Diane Butler Bass. Contact Andrea Schaper at theschapers@sbcglobal.net for more information.

THURSDAYS:
Thursday Men’s “Stumblers” Bible Study: Led by Pat Nolan. Begins Thursday, Sept. 8th, 12 noon, CLC Grand 
Room and on Zoom. Study is Ten Men of the Bible by Max Lucado.

FRIDAYS: 
Digging Deeper: For men and women. Led by Julie Kroninger. Begins Friday, Oct. 7th at 10:00am, CLC Room 
201. Study of Jesus in The Tabernacle of Moses - How It and Everything In it Points to Jesus.

SATURDAYS: 
Proverbs 31 Women: Led by Cindy Levy. Begins Sept. 10th and meets the 1st Saturday of every-other month 
from 11:00am-1:00pm. Connect with women of all ages who are committed to helping other women locally, 
regionally, or globally. We do hands-on projects for women in impoverished countries.

SUNDAYS: 
Sunday Morning Bible Study: Join us for Sunday Morning Bible study for all ages on the Mulberry Campus 
from 10:15-11:15am.

@trinitybaptist_sa/tbcsanantonio Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio



Wednesday Evenings Beginning 
September 7 from 6-7:15 pm. 

Faith Family Night will be back! 
We are so excited for another year 
of learning, friendships, and fun! 
We have programming for ages 4 
years-4th grade and Zone 56 for 
5th & 6th grade will resume as 
well.

Childcare will be available for ages 6 weeks-3 years for parents attending 
Small Groups or Bible study.

/students.tbc @tbcstudents_sa

Faith Family Night
Student Ministry

These siblings have spent the last few summers attending camps 
and events at Trinity. Corbin made a decision to commit his life 
to Christ at Preteen Camp a few years ago, and his sister Kyleigh 
made the same decision this summer at Youth Camp! Corbin 
and Kyleigh were both baptized here at Trinity with their church 
family before returning to their home state.

Baptisms
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Upcoming Events

Amazing Ladies of Trinity
“Let all that we do be done with LOVE.” - 1 Corinthians 16:14

Gathering of Friends Fall “Pot-Luck” Dinner
Bring Your Friends & “Favorite Dish” to Share!

Thursday, September 29, 6:30pm, Mulberry Large Dining Room
“We will be Honoring Our School Teachers!” (Active & Former)

You will be Blessed & Filled with JOY as we
Meet, Get to Know, & Love our Pastor’s Wife...

Our Featured Speaker: Melinda Creech
With Music by: Laurie Nowak

Register Online at trinitybaptist.org/ladies-ministry/ or Call Micky at (210) 413-8461
Childcare Reservations Deadline: 9/21/22 Contact Monica at (210) 738-7779 

or mmurphy@trinitybaptist.org
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Jesus in the Tabernacle of Moses
To look at it from the outside it was nothing we would 
desire, but it was the exact Replica & Shadow of the 

Eternal Temple in Heaven. Inside it was the Mystery of 
the Messiah Jesus. Everything Symbolic & Wonderful - 

the Light, the Bread, the Ark, every Color, Fabric, Metal.  
Everything God does is full of meaning. Come & learn 

and with it see Jesus. Later this Fall we’ll search out 
Jesus the Lord in many places in the Old Testament - 
a study called Theophany meaning “God Appears.”

Digging Deeper Class
Beginning October 7th, 

Meets on Fridays at 10:00am
Men & Women are welcome, located in 
Creative Life Center (CLC) Room 201.

Entrance is located off Shook Ave. through the 
back Portico, on the 2nd floor. 

Stairs and Elevator are available.

Happy Anniversary to Our Longest Working Staff!

Darrel Robinson
at TBC Since 1979

Jimmie Jones
at TBC Since 1987

George Duque
at TBC Since 1996
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With Deepest Sympathy
To the family and friends of Evelyn Kelly, 7/29/2022

To the family and friends of Alice Skipper, 8/11/2022

To the family and friends of Terry Shaver, 8/12/2022

To the family and friends of Joe Mills, 8/23/2022

CARE Receiver’s Birthdays
Derrick McIlhany 9/3 

Riverview Nursing & Rehab Center
1102 River Rd Rm A7A
Boerne, TX 78006-2346

Martha Prewitt 9/16
Morningside Ministries at the Meadows

730 Babcock Rd Apt 3101
San Antonio, TX 78201

Frances Messer 9/23
The Laurels in Stone Oak

575 Knights Cross Dr Apt D204
San Antonio, TX 78258-3351

Dot Poorter 9/24
703 Mossy Ledge Ln

Simpsonville, SC 29681-3714

Skylar Hillard, 3/6/2022

Harley Hillard, 3/6/2022

Cathy Canales, 4/3/2022

Julia Parker, 4/24/2022

Kimberly Puente, 5/8/2022

Sarah O’Campo, 6/5/2022

Kyleigh Chance, 7/24/2022

Corbin Chance, 7/24/2022

Madison Myers, 8/21/2022

Baptisms

Skylar & Harley Hillard, 3/6/2022

Cathy Canales, 4/3/2022

Julia Parker, 4/24/2022

Kimberly Puente, 5/8/2022

Sarah O’Campo, 6/5/2022

Kyleigh & Corbin Chance, 7/24/2022

Madison Myers, 8/21/2022

Welcome New Members!



 

@trinitybaptist_sa

Our Pastoral Staff:

/tbcsanantonio

D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor  | Christopher Mack, Minister of Young Adults | Jacob Sensenig, Minister of Music & Worship Arts

Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio

Trinity Baptist Church  |  319 E Mulberry,  San Antonio, TX 78212  |  www.trinitybaptist.org  |  (210) 733-6201
Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children | Vicki Hollon, D.Min., Minister of  Older Adults

   

Robert Creech, Ph.D., Interim Senior Pastor | Jacob Sensenig, Ph.D., Minister of Music & Worship Arts

prayer

Colossians 4:2

trinity By Veronica Grant Co-coordinator of the Prayer Ministry
Encouragement

@trinitybaptist_sa/tbcsanantonio Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio

Trinity Baptist Church  |  319 E Mulberry,  San Antonio, TX 78212  |  www.trinitybaptist.org  |  (210) 733-6201

Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children | Sarah Sensenig, Interim Minister of College and Younger Adults  
Caren Goodman, Interim Minister of Older Adults | Mark Barr, Church Administrator

If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry, please contact 
Laurie Bracher, lqbracher@sbcglobal.net, or Veronica Grant, vsgrant81@gmail.com. 

For some time, I have collected statements made by fellow Christians throughout the centuries. Their 
words have encouraged me, convicted me, and helped me grow closer to God.  

Here are some I’d like to share with you.  

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way 
I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. Rescue me from my enemies, O LORD for I hide myself in you. 
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me to level ground.  
Psalm 143:8-10 NIV 

 “The whole source of our strength is receiving, recognizing and relying on the Holy Spirit.” 
Oswald Chambers 

“God often surprises us with the generous portions of mercy He supplies us at just the right moments.” 
Sheila Walsh 

“God’s promises are like the stars; the darker the night the brighter they shine.” 
David Nicholas 

“Man is born broken. He lives by mending. The grace of God is glue.” 
Eugene O’Neill 

“It is the duty of every Christian to be Christ to his neighbor.” 
Martin Luther 

“There are three things for which a Christian needs regular time alone during the day: meditation on the 
Scripture, prayer, and intercession.” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Need prayer? Scan the QR code and fill out a prayer request. 

We are happy to pray for you and with you!


