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We are moving past the Easter season toward a celebration of the birthday of the 
Church, Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost is a feast on the Jewish calendar, occurring fifty 
days (hence, PENTEcost) after Passover. It remembers and celebrates the establishment 
of the first covenant and the giving of the Law to Moses and the people of Israel at Mt. 
Sinai. But the Church celebrates that day at another level. Fifty days after Easter, the 
New Covenant was fulfilled. The Holy Spirit fell upon the early followers of Jesus as 
they prayed in an upper room in Jerusalem, as the Lord had promised. This was the day 
the Church was born. We will celebrate that together on June 5th. (Wear something red 
that day!) 

The following Sunday on the Christian Calendar is called Trinity Sunday (no reference 
to Trinity Baptist Church). On this day we ponder the mystery of our God whom we 
have come to know as Father, Son, and Spirit. Three and yet one. One and yet three. 
Our worship on June 12th will reflect our faith in our Triune God. 

Following Trinity Sunday, we will embark on a summer study of Paul’s letter to the 
Philippian Christians extending from June 19th until mid-August. This powerful little 
book, written from a prison cell, is infused throughout by the theme of “joy.” That’s 
a surprising theme for a letter sent from a Roman jail. But the Philippians could not 
forget that God is more powerful than a Roman jail. Paul had been miraculously 
released from one in their own city by means of a timely earthquake not long before. 
“Surprised by Joy” will be the theme of this series of studies. 

I trust that as you make your way through the summer, you’ll join your fellow believers 
at TBC for worship each week (even if that means online), and that you will continue 
the faithful and generous support of your church financially so that the good ministries 
that we offer together will be fully supported.

Dr. Robert Creech, 
Interim Senior Pastor

Surprised by Joy
Pastoral Reflections

June 5
Pentecost
I Believe in the Holy Spirit
Romans 8:14-17

Upcoming Sermons

June 12
Trinity Sunday
I Believe in God the Father
Matthew 6:8-10

June 19
New Sermon Series:
Surprised by Joy
Philippians 1:1-2
Acts 16:6-40

June 26
Surprised by Joy
The Joy of Christian Affection
Philippians 1:3-11
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Pastor Search Team Prayers
The Pastor Search Team continues seeking God’s leadership to discern whom to recommend for our church to 
call as our Senior Pastor. Trinity Baptist Church is not “hiring” a pastor, we are “calling” one. Calling a pastor 
takes more time than simply hiring one. Calling a pastor requires that we cooperate with God’s call upon the life 
of an individual. But how do we go about the process of discerning God’s calling upon the life of that individual? 
Perhaps the Scripture can help us.
 
One example of discernment occurs in Acts 1-3. Prior to his ascension, Jesus instructs his disciples to go to 
Jerusalem and wait for the Holy Spirit. While waiting, certain women and the brothers of Jesus join with the 
apostles in “constantly devoting themselves to prayer.” By waiting and praying, the disciples trusted in God’s 
divine guidance. Often God’s people have no time for waiting. Too often we rush headlong into making things 
happen. In doing so, however, we may move ahead of God. Waiting, accompanied by praying, opens us up to the 
work of God’s Spirit. Waiting and praying with one another also knits the family of God together as one body, 
allowing much better discernment in understanding the will and purpose of God. That’s certainly true of what 
happened with the early church.

Acts informs us that while the apostles, the women, and Jesus’ brothers joined together in prayer, God brought 
together a congregation of “about 120 persons.” Peter spoke to them about the need for a new apostle. Although 
silent on the process they used to discern whom to recommend or how long it took them to come to a consensus, 
Acts 2 indicates that these early Christians “had all things in common.” United in prayer while waiting for the 
Spirit, the congregation recommended two equally qualified individuals. Unable to choose one candidate over 
the other, they cast lots and chose Matthias. 

While waiting and praying, our Pastor Search Team continues interviewing pastoral candidates. We likely will 
not cast lots to determine the candidate we will recommend to the church. But, eventually, the congregation of 
TBC and one candidate will discern together God’s calling upon the life of that individual to become our next 
pastor. Thank you for your patience and prayers. They are essential to our discernment process. 

/tbcsanantonio @trinitybaptist_saTrinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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Creech Endowment Scholarship
Drs. Robert and Melinda Creech were honored Friday, May 13, 2022, by George W. Truett Seminary with the 
Robert and Melinda Creech Endowed Student Scholarship for Theology, Ecology, and Food Justice. 

The Theology, Ecology, and Food Justice Program at Baylor’s Truett Seminary is a grant-funded initiative by 
World Hunger Relief Inc. (WHRI) and the Baugh Family Foundation. It offers a holistic approach to educating 
students, ministers, and community leaders on the church’s role in matters related to ecology, sustainability, and 
food justice (the movement to ensure universal access to nutritious, affordable, and culturally-appropriate food 
for all, while advocating for the well-being and safety of those involved in the food production process). 

To learn more about Robert and Melinda Creech Endowed Scholarship and Baylor’s Truett Seminary, contact 
Jon Sisk at Jon_Sisk@baylor.edu.

Please join us in congratulating Dr. Robert Creech and Dr. Melinda Creech!



“When the day of Pentecost came, they 
were all together in one place. Suddenly 
a sound like the blowing of a violent 
wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. 
They saw what seemed to be tongues of 
fire that separated and came to rest on 
each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them.” Acts 2:1-4 (NIV)

The first two Sundays in June mark 
the beginning of a new season of the 
church year. On Sunday, June 5 the 
global church will celebrate Pentecost 
Sunday. Pentecost Sunday marks the 
end of the Easter season and it takes its 
name from the Greek, meaning “fifty 
days.” Pentecost Sunday is therefore fifty 
days after Easter begins. In the passage 
above from Acts 2 we read of the gift of 
the Holy Spirit as it comes upon those 
gathered and it marks the establishment 
of the New Testament church. At 
Pentecost the church was commissioned 
to proclaim the Word of God in Jesus 
Christ to all people, and the good news 
was spoken in every tongue.

Pentecost Sunday marks the beginning 
of what the church calendar calls 
“ordinary time.” This new season is 
the longest of the church year and it 
continues up until the Sunday before 
Advent. Then in Advent, the church year 
starts all over once again. While very 
few of the Sundays after Pentecost have 
historically been given a name or special 
emphasis, the Sunday immediately after 
Pentecost is known as Trinity Sunday. 
Now that Pentecost has come, the 
revelation of the Trinity is complete. 
Given the name of our beloved church, 
I can’t imagine a greater Sunday for us 

to celebrate in worship! Dr. Creech will 
be wrapping up his sermon series on the 
Psalms of Ascent right before Pentecost 
and each of these days he will focus his 
sermon upon the Holy Spirit and the 
Trinity. I know you’ll continue to be 
blessed by these messages and I hope 
that you’ll pay special attention to the 
songs we sing on these mornings.

I also want to take a moment to share 
about several upcoming musical 
performances taking place at TBC next 
month. On July 4th, we will host the 
Heart of Texas Concert Band for their 
annual concert of patriotic music. Then 
in the following weeks, we will once 
again play host to the Cactus Pear Music 
Festival. You can find more information 
about all of their concerts on the next 
page, as well as their website,
www.cpmf.us.
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Music & Worship Arts

Jacob Sensenig,
Minister of Music  
& Worship Arts

A New Season
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Children’s Ministry
We are back in full swing this summer. The Children’s Ministry leaders have been 
hard at work preparing a full calendar of events for children this summer. As we begin 
the summer with Preteen Camp (which is almost at full capacity), our greatest prayer 
is that children will learn about the love of God and how the Biblical stories are still 
relevant today and are applicable to their lives. We will then move into Art Camp which 
has been a wonderful opportunity for kids to awaken their artistic gifts, and also learn 
about the life of David and his epic battle with Goliath. This ministry offering always 
brings a wonderful mix of TBC church kids and opens the doors for many of the 
community kids to attend our church. Vacation Bible School will be an explosive time 
of fun and discleship for kids. We will be learning about Joseph and some of the trials 
he had in his life and how God used him in a powerful way.

All of these ministry opportunities are designed for children to learn about God, 
awakening in each one of them that they are special and created by God for a unique 
purpose, and for them to form friendships to create a larger community of children at 
TBC. We could use your help in three ways:

*Consider serving on one of these events to help provide the adult coverage we need to 
make them successful. We don’t want to turn any child away due to lack of volunteers.
*Consider making a scholarship donation so that these ministry opportunities can be 
accessible to all children.
*Pray that God will use us to be Jesus to all of these children and their families that 
enter our doors.
 
Thank you Trinity for always supporting our youngest worshippers.

Dr. Debbie Potter,
Minister of Children

Summer of 2022

5



@students.tbc @tbcstudents_sa

Student Ministry
Summer Youth Events
June 16: Bountiful Blessings 7:30am Main Dining Room at Mulberry

June 24: Game Night

July 3: Church-Wide BBQ (following Combined Worship at TriPoint)

July 6: Cosmic Mayhem

July 18-22: Student Life Camp

Follow us on Instagram for more details! @tbcstudents_sa

@tbcchildrens_ministryThe Dr. Deb Show TBC/TbcchildrensministrySATX
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Parent’s Day Out
School’s Out for Summer
On May 19th, the PDO doors opened and let the children out for summer break. We can imagine, on the first 
non-PDO day, the children running out into the bright sunlight, with all the hope and promise of what the 
summer days could bring. Inevitably though, there will be one small voice that would say, “I’m bored.”

Gladly, the Children’s Ministry, of which PDO is a part, can help with that! Art Camp and Vacation Bible School 
are great opportunities for fun and spiritual growth. We are equally delighted when our PDO families choose to 
join us on Sundays for Sunday School and Church. The possibility of keeping the connection alive between PDO 
and our church’s activities is invaluable. What a blessing it is to have PDO as a mission to the community around 
us and be a part of the Children’s Ministry!

We are so happy to have that big beautiful PDO banner facing Mulberry street to help us promote and announce 
our presence, a presence that will give us the opportunity to enrich our PDO children and invite new children 
to come. We strive to promote to the families how they can be a part of PDO and a church family with us here at 
Trinity.

If you know someone who would like to enroll in PDO, please give me a call at (210)738-7764, and I will be 
delighted to help you! September 6th is our first day back and we hope to see many sweet faces walk in our door.

Maureen Gaydos,  
PDO Director

Vacation Bible School 
Volunteers Needed
July 11-14 | Free! | 9am-12pm | Ages 4 years-6th Grade Completed
Join us this summer for VBS! We need adults to volunteer and help 
take care of the kids who attend. If you would like to volunteer, 
please contact Debbie Potter at dpotter@trinitybaptist.org. 
Be sure to register your children for VBS as well at 
www.trinitybaptist.org/childrens-ministry/kids-summer/.



When Abraham Lincoln announced the 
Emancipation Proclamation in September 
of 1862, enslaved people in Texas and 
many other Confederate states had no 
idea. Not only did news travel slowly, but 
also this particular kind of news would 
have been intentionally suppressed. With 
few Union troops available to enforce it, 
this first freedom proclamation had very 
little impact in the places that needed 
it most. But in 1865, Federal soldiers 
arrived in Texas, 
including Major 
General Gordon 
Granger who marched 
through Galveston 
reading General 
Order No. 3. He read 
this proclamation 
from the Osterman 
Building on June 19, 
1865, announcing that 
“all slaves are free,” 
and marking the day 
that would later come 
to be known as Juneteenth.

I don’t know if I learned about this in 
school. I probably did, but it certainly 
wasn’t presented in a way that left any 
sort of lasting impression. It’s only in 
recent years that Juneteenth has come to 
my attention, and I’m sure this is the case 
for many of us. Juneteenth isn’t currently 
recognized as a national holiday, and 
during Black History Month the focus 
is largely on Black heroes of the 1960s 
Civil Rights Movement. And anyone who 
remembers anything at all from their last 
US history class will recall that, following 
the Civil War, not much changed for 
freed enslaved persons, aside from their 
job titles. Instead of slavery, it became 
sharecroping or domestic servitude, and 
the struggle continued.

So why celebrate Juneteenth at all? Why, 
especially, should we as a predominantly 
white church, celebrate this particular 
day?

I believe that part of the calling to be 
Resurrection People means looking for 
moments of hope and joy, and leaning 
into them. In Romans 12:15 (ESV), Paul 
writes “Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
weep with those who weep.” This year 

we’ve had a lot of practice 
weeping with those who 
weep. In addition to a 
pandemic, we’ve been 
dealing with mental 
health crises, violence, 
destructive weather, and an 
increasingly tense political 
climate. Communities 
of color have been hit 
especially hard by all of 
these, and as a church, 
we do our best to be in 
solidarity with them. But 

solidarity isn’t only for hardships. It’s also 
for celebrations. So on June 19th, let’s 
remember to rejoice, because Juneteenth 
is a day made to remember the hope that 
comes with each new day. 

If you would like to learn more about 
Juneteenth and how it is celebrated, check 
out the Galveston Historical Foundation’s 
post about it at 
https://www.galvestonhistory.org/news/ 
and look for the article titled, Juneteenth 
and General Order No. 3.

Young Adult Ministry
Reflecting on Juneteenth

Juliana Monteiro,
Micah 6:8 Team Member
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College & Emerging Adults Ministry

@tbc_caea

Summer MidWeek 
Small Groups
Join us this summer for MidWeek as we learn about 
“The Call.” What does it mean to be called by God, 
how can we discern God’s calling, and how do we 
respond to God’s calling are some of the questions we 
will explore. We will be meeting at various locations 
this summer. Our first meeting will be May 31st at 
7pm. Contact Sarah Sensenig for more information at 
ssensenig@trinitybaptist.org.

This summer as a young adult community, we will be studying 
and learning about spiritual practices. These practices allow us to 
further our communion with God and help us to be ushered into 
the presence of the Spirit of the living God. Our first group will 
meet at 6pm on June 1st at the Missionary Residence. For more 
information, please contact Sarah Sensenig at 
ssensenig@trinitybaptist.org.

Summer Small Groups

ConGRADulations to our 2022 college and higher 
education graduates! We are so proud of these 
students and would ask that you will continue to pray 
for them as they transition into this new and exciting 
season of life! Watch the video of our graduates at 
https://vimeo.com/709954885.

College and Higher 
Education Graduates

TriPoint Cookout
Please join us for our cookout at TriPoint immediately following the Combined Worship service at TriPoint on 
July 3rd! There will be music, food, games, and fun for the whole family. Looking forward to you joining us for 
this fun summer event.
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Keeping Our Vision Clear
Driven by the desire to update my 
sunglasses, I recently scheduled my 
annual ophthalmology check-up. 
Thankfully, I received a great report, 
except for the usual, “we’re still waiting 
for your cataracts to ripen.” Then came 
the assessment of my vision for new 
lenses. The assistant, detecting minimal 
change in my eyesight, recommended 
only a slight prescription change. 
She stated that I could still see “well 
enough” if I wanted to 
continue wearing my 
current glasses. When 
the receptionist did 
not provide the new 
prescription at check-
out, I asked for a copy. 
In my view, seeing 
slightly better matters; 
“well enough” is not 
good enough. Besides I 
wanted new sunglasses. When I ordered 
the glasses, however, my trusted optician 
discovered that I had received the wrong 
prescription. Although my sunglasses 
might look great, my new lenses would 
severely impair my vision. 

During my first few weeks as your 
Interim Minister of Older Adults, some 
have asked about my vision for this 
ministry. Admittedly, I came to this 
role without a clearly stated vision, but 
I responded, “to love God and to love 
others.” The more I pondered it, I realized 
that looking through this lens, Jesus’ 
prescription for all of us, should impact 
everything I envision. Now my task, 
working with all of you, is to determine 
how to foster loving God and loving 
others in the most effective ways, to build 
our community, to love our neighbors 
both inside and outside our church, and 
to encourage each other along the way.  

We have amazing ministries already in 
place through Sunday School, CARE, 
CART, and OAMAT. Great teaching, 
community, and care occur through our 
Bible study groups. CARE and CART 
minister specifically to those who cannot 
attend church and to those who need help 
with home upkeep. OAMAT assists with 
overall planning and implementation of 
ministries to older adults. I want to build 
on this strong foundation, keeping our 

mission at the forefront as we 
study, fellowship, reach out, 
and serve together. 

Jesus stayed true to 
his mission. He loved 
unconditionally. He kept 
his heart aligned with God 
through constant interaction 
with his Father. He met needs 
as he encountered them, 

both physical and spiritual. He trained 
a community of followers to carry out 
his mission. He had a clear vision. He 
wore the right lens. We test our vision 
by checking our lenses daily. Sometimes 
we need an update, but most of the time 
we just need to allow God to dust off and 
clean up our lenses. It does involve a daily 
check-in, not merely an annual check-up.

I am grateful for the opportunity to 
walk alongside you as we carry out our 
mission. Let’s help each other to keep our 
vision clear.

Older Adult Ministry

Caren Goodman,
Interim Minister of 
Older Adults
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Ark Encounter & Creation 
Museum Trip
Trinity Baptist invites you to go on a journey to 
experience the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum 
in the Cincinnati area, near the Kentucky-Ohio state 
border, with some other fun stops along the way. The 
trip will be September 16-24 and costs $855 per person 
(double occupancy), or $1,154 (single occupancy). A 
deposit of $75 is due upon registration with the final 
payment due by July 9, 2022. There are still a few spots 
left, so register now if you want to go.

Please contact Kathy Rice at krice@trinitybaptist.org, or 
(210)738-7740 to pay your deposits. For information 
and registration, contact Janet Martin at (210)275-5606 
or Ann DeBarros at (210)415-9512.

A detailed itinerary can be found at 
https://www.trinitybaptist.org/travel.

Lunch & Learn
11:30am-1:00pm in the Large Dining Room at 
Mulberry. Join us for a presentation called “Living 
Peacefully in an Angry World” by Jay Burchfield. The 
event is free and open to all, if you want to join by 
Zoom that is also available. Please contact Kathy Rice at 
(210)738-7740 for the Zoom link.

Floresville/Sutherland Springs 
Area Trip
Join us for a trip to the Floresville/Sutherland Springs/
La Vernia area June 9th to explore two historical 
treasures. The bus will leave the CLC at 8:45am for this 
fun-filled day. We will first visit the Whitehall/Polley 
Mansion, a historic farm and ranch complex, in La 
Vernia. Melinda Creech, along with the owners, will 
tell the story of the property and share some historical 
tales. We will enjoy a picnic lunch at the mansion 
(sandwiches, chips, and water provided at no charge). 
Following lunch, we will visit the Sutherland Springs 
Historical Museum (no admission but donations 
accepted). Our last stop will be the Creech farm, where 
we will enjoy cookies and lemonade with the Creeches. 
We should arrive back at the CLC before 3:00pm. 

Contact Janet Martin (210)275-5606, or Ann DeBarros 
(210)415-9512 to register. 



Stewardship Ministry
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Hello, Church family. Trinity Baptist Church 
people have been my family since I was 10 - let 
me tell you how.
 
This year, June 24th is on a Friday. 73 years 
ago, it was also on a Friday, and on that 
evening, I stood with my parents as part of the 
94 people who gathered, held hands in a large 
circle around the gym of the then Manor Drive 
Baptist Church and pledged ourselves to God 
as we organized the brand-new Trinity Baptist 
Church.

I’ve always been interested that the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence wrote at the 
end, “…with a firm reliance on the protection 
of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to 
each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our 
sacred Honor.”
 
For in a sense that’s what we 94 did on June 
24, 1949. At age 10, I certainly did not have 
any “Fortunes” to pledge, but I saw what my 
parents and other friends in that group did 
and I was already a tither. So, I made that 
pledge to God also. We promised to give of 
ourselves fully: I saw one of the men who was 
a retired oil executive on a riding mower week 
after week, cleaning up the lot on the first 
building we used until our sanctuary was built, 
then he laid bricks for our first building and 
continued his lot maintenance. I saw one of the 
ladies (whose grandson is active in this church 
today) who had beautiful long red fingernails, 
scrubbing the dirty windows on the unused 
building where we began. And I was there 
doing the assigned tasks for the younger ones. 
One does that for family.

I saw the pledge my Father signed to the bank 
as a promise to underwrite the needs of the 
church for a period of time, he was one of 
several who did, and we were people of modest 
means. It would have been a huge sacrifice had 
it been needed. But one does that for family.
 
And we were much more specific than “divine 
Providence;” we knew it was God’s own 
Holy Spirit who moved among us during 

the monthly, then weekly prayer meetings 
of 1948 and early 1949, leading us from the 
big downtown church to form a “new church 
on the north side of SA.” The Spirit drew us 
together as family to plan and prepare to 
be the start of this wonderful new church.  
Praying together is what families do.

Today, you are still my family and the family of 
my physical family. Though our sons no longer 
worship here, they still keep up with you. 
They were taught to tithe here, and still do; 
they were taught to be faithful in attendance 
here, and they are at their churches; they were 
taught to study scripture here and two of them 
now teach Bible study in other venues; they 
were taught to serve here and they all do where 
they are, one being a musician in another local 
church. Our small family has branched out 
as they do when children grow up and move 
on. It happens in the church family, too, but 
as some have left, our gracious Lord brought 
others, perhaps you, here.

So now you are asked to be a more active 
part of this family who gathers here at Trinity 
Baptist. Our church family has a need. You 
are asked to give of your financial resources to 
help maintain the buildings, pay the staff, and 
provide support for our ministries. We need 
everyone to step up and do a part, financially. 
If we all tithed, we would have no money 
problems and could fund all the ministries 
the Lord gives us. If you are not yet a tither, 
please consider prayerfully what God wants 
of you, financially, time-wise, and in outreach 
to others. Families grow and ours has room to 
grow.   
 
We’ll be celebrating our 73rd anniversary soon. 
What will be your gift? A pledge to become 
a more active member of the Trinity family?  
That would truly be a gift of love. Please do it. 

Marjorie Brake,
Finance Team Member

We are Family at Trinity



/tbcsanantonio @trinitybaptist_sa
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I learned as a newborn Christian that observing the life of a faithful Christ follower encouraged me in my walk. 
God blessed me with a man worthy of my admiration. “It is the greatest joy of my life to hear that my children 
are consistently living their lives in the ways of truth” 3 John 1:4 (TPT). Blessed are those who have a good 
example to follow. Who comes to mind in your life?

This man of God pastored multiple churches over his life after coming to terms with our Lord and Savior at an 
early age. Though many serve the Lord graciously and faithfully through thick and thin, Bob has done so with 
enthusiasm and grace for as long as I have known him, and his portrayal of Christ makes it difficult for one to 
deny Him. “But if serving the LORD seems undesireable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods of your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD” Joshua 24:15 (NIV).

Several years ago Bob retired from active ministry and moved closer to me. Unfortunately, he has lost his 
eyesight and hearing and lives in a retirement community, a scaled-down version of what he was not so long 
ago. Regardless of his challenges, not a day goes by when Bob does not pay tribute to life and engage in good 
conversation. Never before have I witnessed such appreciation for a good meal received with gratitude. Bob does 
what he can to stay physically active. Despite having a bad hip from a fall several years ago, he walks often, trying 
to stay active and fit.

Bob exemplifies what a good father and husband should be. He treats his wife with grace and applauds her daily 
as they share their remaining years. His respect and demeanor toward her sets a high bar and exemplifies our 
Lord’s love for the church. Their commitment to each other is unwavering and beautiful.

Bob is my father-in-law, a man who surely makes Jesus smile. Sometimes we complicate life and take even our 
basic senses for granted, like seeing and hearing. How can a social and faithful man who devoted his life to God’s 
work be deprived in his last years from what is most needed to connect with others? It is a mystery to me, but I 
will tell you this, Bob is as faithful today as he was thirty-five years ago when I met him.

It has become clearer to me why wisdom is a respecter of age, “Wisdom belongs to the aged and understanding 
to the old” Job 12:12 (NLT). I hope that you, regardless of your age, seek a Godly example and cherish his or her 
presence. “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end...” Lamentations 3:22 
(ESV). Whom do you admire?

Rob Wood, 
Deacon  

Declarations of a Deacon
Whom Do You Admire?



Missions Ministry
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Saludos from Albacete, 

We continue to pray with you, our Trinity 
family for our next pastor. These past 
few months have been a roller coaster 
of activity, emotions, and a plethora of 
ministry opportunities. I will try not to 
make this such a lengthy report, but will 
give you a glimpse of what God has been 
doing through us. We want you to know 
that everything that has been done here 
is because of your continued support and 
allowing us to be the presence of God 
here and wherever He leads. 

We might have mentioned this before, 
but in case some were not aware here 
it is. The church we collaborate with in 
Albacete was about to decide to close 
its doors, but felt the need to wait one 
more year devoted to prayer to see if 
that was what God wanted them to do. 
It was during this year that we needed 
a local church to give us a letter of 
invitation to continue to serve in Spain. 
Three years later, we found ourselves in 
need of a bigger building. We all made a 
commitment and raised enough money 
to lease a new location three times the 
size of our previous building. During 
the strict lockdown period in Spain, 
our church really came through for 
the community, and the church family 
continued to grow. We outgrew our 
building and so we moved to this current 
location. 

As soon as the restrictions were lifted, 
in-person ministries began and things 
were going great. People were responding 
and things were moving forward. After a 
month, we were notified by the city that 
we did not have the necessary permits 
to hold activities in our building, and 
most importantly, we did not have the 
occupancy permit. Everything came to a 
complete halt and all forms of ministry 
had to stop. At first, we were assured that 
it would only take a week or so, but as 
time went by, we found it was going to 

take much longer than we wanted.  

We are all familiar with the saying, 
“When one door closes another one 
opens.” During our time as volunteers 
with the Red Cross, we met some 
Ukrainian families who were seeking 
asylum because of the unrest in their 
country. They were denied, but they 
decided to stay in Spain. As things started 
getting worse, we started praying with 
them and seeking ways to minister to 
them. Once the war started, we started 
assisting those that were allowed and 
able to leave Ukraine by providing 
funds for travel and food. Some of the 
family members were not able to travel 
because of their age, so they decided to 
stay. Others stayed to care for them, and 
others were not allowed to leave because 
they had to stay and defend their country. 
We felt so helpless as communication 
became sporadic and we lost total 
communication on several occasions. 
They would plan to go to one place but 
would end up in another. 

In preparation for their arrival, we 
started helping those that would host 
these families by getting beds, food, and 
clothing ready. The host families were 
in need themselves, and yet they were 
willing to share what little they had with 
those coming. Those coming would 
stay with their hosts until they could 
sign up for asylum in Spain. Things in 
Spain started moving fast, but getting 
people out of Ukraine was still out of 
our hands, and we started contacting 
anyone we knew in those bordering 
countries that were receiving refugees. 
Some communicated to us that they 
needed help, and one colleague asked if 
I would be willing to go. Our ministry 
at the church was on hold. It allowed me 
the freedom to accept this temporary 
assignment.  

My assignment was to go to Slovakia, 
rent a passenger van and transport 

Update from Eddie Aldape
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people from the border to one of the locations 
receiving refugees. Once they were ready to continue 
their journey elsewhere, I would take them to the 
airport, train, or bus station. In addition, we rented 
part of a hotel in a nearby town and hosted families 
and individuals while they decided where they would 
go. We also received so many donations from other 
places that we started sending some to Ukraine. I 
would load up the vehicle with donations and would 
take them to one of the border crossings, then I would 
pick up people at the border and would take them to 
a location. Many of them had traveled for days. We 
would offer to feed them before heading to the next 
location. Those that didn’t know where to go would 
stay in our hotel rooms. 

This was part of my daily routine for a month. The 
hours were long and exhausting, but so rewarding 
and emotionally draining as we heard their stories of 
the horrid things they experienced and the struggles 
during their travel. Since men were not allowed to 
leave, the cry of children was heart breaking. I had 
never met any of them, but anytime one of them had 
the name of one of our Ukrainian friends in Albacete 
it was as if we were helping them. Unfortunately, not 
everyone received the same welcome. Some Ukrainian 
Roma people were left to sleep out on the cold floor 
outside a train station although they held a Ukrainian 
passport. Several of them were promised shelter, 
but once they arrived, they were asked to return to 
wherever they came from only because they were 
Roma. 

Macarena spent a month with our daughter Alyssa, 
as she said “yes to the dress.” Our daughter will 
be getting married in November, and being that 
Macarena is retired now, she is free to travel to be 
there for both of us. Friends ask her what life is like 
being retired and the only difference is that she does 
not get paid to continue to do what she was doing 
before, and we now pay for her to participate as a 
volunteer. 

Our colleagues, Gennady and Mina Podgaisky, who 
lived in Ukraine but are now in the US, asked if 
we could deliver two suitcases filled with medical 
supplies. We were to take them to the border and plan 
for them to be delivered to a doctor in Kyiv. I had a 
few things to finish up in Slovakia, so we accepted 
the challenge. This time Macarena traveled with me. 
The one-week trip was filled with transporting people 
during the day and leading Bible studies at night. 
People commented on our Facebook post, “Enjoy your 
vacation.” I preached more in one week than I did 
last year. The original plan was for us to cross over to 

Ukraine to the city of Uzhhorod. There are four border 
crossings along Slovakia and Ukraine. Two crossings 
can only be done on foot and the other two must be 
done in a vehicle. The problem was that Americans 
are not allowed to cross the walking borders, and 
our car rental company would not allow us to take 
the rental across the border. We also tried hitching a 
ride over to Ukraine, but the return trip would take 
as much as 8 hours to cross back. We reached out to 
Ukrainian pastors and found one that was willing 
to take the suitcases at the border and send them to 
their destination. A Slovak pastor walked the suitcases 
over but not before scrutiny. All because he answered 
truthfully when asked, “Are these your suitcases? No. 
Do you know what is in these suitcases? No. Do you 
know the owners of the suitcases? No”. They inspected 
everything, piece by piece. The thing that caused more 
red flags were the mini-travel toothpaste tubes. They 
had never seen them before, and they thought they 
looked suspicious. A week later, we received word 
that the suitcases had reached Kyiv and the doctor 
was glad to receive the supplies. Last week we finally 
obtained the required documents for us to start all 
activities in our new church building. It took a couple 
of days for attendance to reach acceptable levels, but 
we will continue to welcome all our students this 
week.  

Prayer Requests: 

Pray for the families we continue to work with here in 
Spain and in Ukraine. We continue to send funds for 
families and church members to purchase necessities. 
Pray for the safety of those in harm’s way and peace of 
mind for those who were able to escape. 

Pray that our language students may learn Spanish. 
Most importantly, pray that our relationships may 
grow deep enough so that they may be willing to listen 
to spiritual conversations. 

We praise God that we were able to assist a Moroccan 
family receive a favorable decision and were granted 
residential and work permits. They are now able to 
earn a decent living, and hopefully soon be able to 
visit family they have not seen in over 5 years. 

Pray for our family, Alyssa’s wedding preparations, 
and Macarena’s parents as they deal with health and 
age issues.

Eddie Aldape, 
CBF Missionary to Spain (and the Ukrainian Refugees)
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Summer at SABA
There are many ways to celebrate 
the Lord’s goodness and the 
multitude of blessings He sends 
our way. SABA is offering a fun 
way to do that and to begin the 
summer with a smile! 

Summer at SABA is our Ministry 
Partners Expo. There will be 
games, food, music, prizes, and 
much more! Celebrate with us on 
June 4, from 10am-1pm at 5807 
I-10 W San Antonio, TX 78201.

You can purchase BBQ plates 
as part of a fundraiser for the 
Baptist Student Ministries.

If you have any questions please 
call (210)525-9954 or go to our 
website at 
sanantoniobaptist.org. 

Back to School Backpacks
Even though school just let out for summer…getting ready for 
the 2022-2023 school year is right around the corner. Trinity 
Baptist Church and the Missions Team have committed to 
supplying 150 backpacks filled with school supplies for CAM 
(Christian Assistance Ministry) and the children of the clients of 
Alpha Home. 

The process will look a little different this year. Trinity Baptist 
Church and the Missions Team will supply the backpacks. All 
you have to do is provide the school supplies. We will receive 
the names, schools and grade levels about June 27th. The filled 
backpacks will need to be turned in to the church no later than July 17th. 
Thank you Trinity Baptist Church for being such a caring and giving body of believers!!

Bountiful Blessings
Do you have some energetic kids who need a charitable project? Well, the solution is to 
mark your calendar for Bountiful Blessings. This project is scheduled for June 16th and 
18th, July 14th and 16th, and August 18th and 20th. We’ll pack over 100 boxes with 
cans from the Food Bank on Thursdays at 10:45 AM. The distribution of these boxes is 
on Saturdays at 7:30 AM. Come to the Main Dining Room and be prepared to help for 
two to three hours. What a wonderful way to meet new friends and have FUN while 
“burning calories.” Come and join us!  
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The Deacon Nominating Team (DNT) asks you to 
prayerfully consider the guidelines of Acts 6:3-7 
and 1 Timothy 3:8-13, then nominate the men and 
women of our congregation whom you believe to be 
qualified to serve as deacons. 

The men and women ordained as TBC deacons serve 
as spiritual and servant leaders of our church. Along 
with the Senior Pastor and other ministers, they have 
responsibility for the life of the church--to safeguard 
its good name, care for the fellowship, promote 
its unity and welfare, and actively support church 
initiatives. 

Submit your nominations by Monday, June 20, on 
the forms which are located throughout the Mulberry 
and TriPoint campuses, or complete the form online 
on the Trinity website: www.trinitybaptist.org/dnc/. 
Please note that the DNT requests that you do not notify the person you are recommending for consideration. 
The DNT will make the initial contact with each nominee. 

Nominees must have been TBC members for at least three years, one year of which shall immediately precede 
election. Any nominee previously ordained in another Baptist church must have been a TBC member not less 
than one year prior to election, which will take place at our Annual Business Meeting on September 25, 2022. 
You can email DNT members at DNT@trinitybaptist.org. 

DNT Members: Mary Hamilton    Jeanette Lawrence     Darrell Schaper     Jim Skokan     Mark Wood 

DNT Seeking New  
Deacon Nominations

Need prayer? Scan the QR code and fill out a prayer request. 

We are happy to pray for you and with you!

@trinitybaptist_sa/tbcsanantonio Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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May Events Recap
There were many events that took place in May (and one from the very end of April). 
The Amazing Ladies of Trinity held their annual Tea Time with God on April 30th, 
the YMCA of Greater San Antonio and Trinity hosted a National Day of Prayer 
Breakfast on May 6th, and a Fanning Foyer Festival took place on May 12th. With 
fun, fellowship, and a little food everyone had a wonderful time at these events!

Amazing Ladies Tea Time with God

National Day of Prayer Breakfast

Fanning Foyer Festival

Ladies enjoying fellowship at the Tea Time 
with God event.

Ladies enjoying fellowship at the Tea Time 
with God event.

Michael Kiolbassa, Keynote Speaker for the 
National Day of Prayer Breakfast

Rev. Ann Helmke, Keynote Speaker for the 
National Day of Prayer Breakfast

Maíra Viana, Flute & Nikola Dimitrijevic, 
Guitar performing at the Fanning Foyer 

Festival

Jacob Sensenig, presenting artists for the 
Fanning Foyer Festival



With Deepest Sympathy
To the family and friends of Steve Austin 5/3/2022

To the family and friends of Joan Pettus 5/13/2022
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CARE Receiver’s Birthdays
Milton Driggers | 6/3
21903 Somerton Ln.

San Antonio, TX 78260-3527

Marjorie Bloomfield | 6/21
C/O Nancy Coronado

9210 Oxted
San Antonio, TX 78254-2071

Billicarole Simmons | 6/21
C/O Barrett Evans

15075/2 E Lupon Rd.
Saint Hedwig, TX 78152

Leah Green | 6/23
The Forum at Lincoln Heights
311 Nottingham Dr. Apt. 104
San Antonio, TX 78209-1875

Doris Cameron | 6/29
Juniper Village

855 E. Basse Rd Apt. 248
San Antonio, TX 78209

Clara Pierce | 6/29
9218 Bent Elm Creek Ln

San Antonio, Tx 78230-4025

Father’s Day | June 19
Happy Father’s Day to those who have loved us as  
fathers, whether by blood, marriage, adoption, or just 
by being there for us.

Art Camp | June 20-22
Cost is $75 for days of fun with children ages 4yrs (as of 
June 1st)-6th grade (completed). Register your child for 
art camp at
trinitybaptist.org/childrens-ministry/kids-summer/

Hispanic Convención | June 25-28
Volunteers needed to help assist and guide guests 
during the convention. Contact Mary Hamilton at 
mhamilton@trinitybaptist.org.

Trinity Baptist Church Anniversary | June 26
Happy 73rd anniversary TBC!

Important Dates
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Laurie Bracher, lqbracher@sbcglobal.net, or Veronica Grant, vgrant81@hotmail.com. 

“What a person wants is somewhere to rest his mind and heart, and the only place to rest is 
in God, and the only way to come to God is by prayer.” -Oswald Chambers

A few things that cause us to seek rest for our hearts and minds concern:

As the world swirls around us, sometimes we need a place to rest our hearts and minds. For 
all the clutter of our daily lives, the burdens, fears, and anxieties - time in prayer with God 
is where we find refreshment, realignment, encouragement, healing, peace, and rest. I am 
thankful that we can have a sanctuary and find rest in God through our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

Matthew 11:28 (NIV)
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”

John 14:27 (ESV)
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

II Thessalonians 3:16 (NIV)
“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with 
all of you.”

Psalm 4:8 (ESV)
“In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.”

Isaiah 26:3 (ESV)
“You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.”

Daily Schedules
Family
Work

Health
Relationships
Sleep

National Issues
World Issues

   

Robert Creech, Ph.D., Interim Senior Pastor | Jacob Sensenig, Ph.D., Minister of Music & Worship Arts

prayer

Colossians 4:2

trinity By Laurie Bracher, Co-coordinator of the Prayer Ministry
National Day of Prayer 2022

@trinitybaptist_sa/tbcsanantonio Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry, please contact 
Laurie Bracher, lqbracher@sbcglobal.net, or Veronica Grant, vsgrant81@gmail.com. 

This month I am including some entries from the 
Prayer Guide from the National Day of Prayer 
which was on May 5th. Let us continue in prayer 
for our nation.

“And let us not trust to human effort alone, but 
humbly acknowledge the power and goodness of 
Almighty God who presides over the destiny of 
nations, and who has at all times been revealed 
in our country’s history, let us invoke His aid and 
His blessings upon our labors...I know there is 
a Supreme Being who rules the affairs of men.” 
-Grover Cleveland

Pray for our Nation:
“...know therefore today, and lay it to your heart, 
that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the 
earth beneath; there is no other.” Deuteronomy 4:9

That we would know that the LORD is God. Turn 
this nation’s heart back to You. Deliver us from 
evil.

“The time has come to turn to God and reassert 
our trust in Him for the healing of America..our 
country is in need of and ready for a spiritual 
renewal..” -Ronald Reagan

Pray for our National, State and Local Leaders:
“Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O 
rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear; and 
rejoice with trembling.” Psalm 2:10-11

Desire honesty, integrity and loyalty. 
That they will put the people ahead of their own 
political parties or agendas-always be mindful of 
those they are serving. 

Be granted wisdom and the desire to use it rightly 
on our behalf.

“Our faith teaches that there is no safer reliance 
than upon the God of our fathers...who will not 
forsake us so long as we obey His commandments 
and walk humbly in His footsteps. 
-Abraham Lincoln

Pray for our Judges:
“Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the 
courts.” Amos 5:15

May our judges preside objectively and fairly, 
making decisions that uphold our constitutional 
laws.

“May there be here at least a sanctuary, a land of 
true faith and piety, where we may still enjoy the 
blessings of Christianity. May there be here in this 
nation a place where the name of Christ is still 
honored and men may see the blessings of faith 
in Jesus. May the means of religious education 
and consolation once again will be extended to 
surrounding countries and to the world at large.” 
-William Wilberforce

Pray for our Churches:
“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live 
together in unity!” Psalm 133:1

That we share the truth: “Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.” 1 Timothy 1:15

That the fire of revival would be ignited in our 
own hearts.


