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FaithStories

An opportunity for
members to share
your story of faith.
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Small Groups
Connect, grow, and
learn by joining an
adult small group
this spring.
P. 12

Drive-Thru
Food Pantry
Donation

Join us on February
14th for a drivethru to help restock
our food pantry.
P. 16

Pastoral Reflections
FaithStories: What Is Your Story?

H

ow is faith shaping you during this strange season of life? By paying attention
to your life as a story where faith can play the lead role in forming your
identity, you become more fully aware of how God is with you – wanting to
lead you through each day.
That’s why Cindy Levy recently shared in worship that “because He lives,” she could
“face tomorrow” by thriving – not just surviving life’s most difficult stretches. That’s
why Kim Till expressed in worship that when her job went away during COVID, she
realized a breakdown was sometimes necessary for a breakthrough to happen. This
is why I want you to know that you have a story to tell of how God is working in you
during 2020-2021.
Paying attention to faith stories got ahold of me when I was a boy, singing in church.
“This is my story. This is my song,” opens the refrain of what became my favorite hymn
– “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine.” When I sang that hymn as a kid, I realized that
my story mattered as much to God as did the stories of the other worshipers. We all
mattered equally to God, and if we allowed, even to each other.
And then it struck me that I had a story worth singing “all day long.” We all did. And
to the One who made this possible – “my Savior” – it was only natural to “praise Him
all the day long.” Through the years, other hymns & songs of faith have been added to
my favorite list. But I have remained particularly grateful for how God used this hymn
to make me aware of Him as the “glory divine” who lights up every day with some
goodness to claim.
So share your faith story and it will become a part of our FaithStories collection.
Write it. Speak and record it. Film it. Send it to me at lhollon@trinitybaptist.org. In
some way then I will share your story in a sermon, a worship moment, a writing, and/
or possibly a collection. “FaithStories” for instance is my new format for our social
media platforms. Each edition focuses on a person’s story of faith and is 3-5 minutes in
length. Each new episode is being released on Wednesdays at noon on Facebook and
trinitybaptist.org. and on occasions will be included in my Friday eLetters. They can
also then be downloaded so you can view them at your convenience.
The author of Hebrews wrote that “Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith.” Let us
know what He is writing on your life.

Pastor Les

Dr. Leslie Hollon
Senior Pastor
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“FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS”

Message Series for February 2021

All of us are challenged, living through times like this. Are you – Hopeful? Committed? Courageous? Prayerful?
Ready to go forward in the power & purposes of God to shape our world with “good news”? God has called us to
live & lead for such a time as this! Tap into the surge of God’s power as you live each day. (I am preaching from
the Gospel of Luke as we head towards Easter, April 4th. Read away and feel God’s surging power.)
February 7
“Investing God’s Word In Your World”
Luke 8:1-15

February 21
“Go & Do, Becoming God’s Message”
Luke 10:25-37

February 14
“Understand What’s Going On?”
Luke 9:18-20, 22-25, 28-36
Communion Service at TriPoint

February 28
“Praying In Times Like This”
Luke 11:1-13
Co-Preaching with Christopher Mack

Pastor Les

Lenten Devotional

On Ash Wednesday, February 17th, we will release a 40-day Lenten devotional on our website titled “Our Lenten
Journey: Toward the Cross and the Resurrection”. Each of the 40 days will have a devotion to help you reflect
upon and prepare for Jesus’ crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. We hope you will find inspiration and share
the devotional with your friends and family this Lenten season.

What I’m Currently Reading

Pastor Les’ 30 min. weekday radio program on KSLR 630AM & 930AM at 6:30am & 6:30pm

/LesHollon
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Music & Worship Arts
Stewarding God’s Good Gifts
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Corinthians 9:6-7 (ESV): “The
point is this: whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each one
must give as he has
decided in his heart,
not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.”
There’s no denying it,
Trinity Baptist Church
has been incredibly and
richly blessed. I could
spend the entire two
pages of my Trumpet
article listing the many
blessings God has
showered upon us, and
I would encourage you
to take a moment and
pause right now to offer up a prayer of
Thanksgiving.
When I think about God’s blessing
in relation to the Music and Worship
Arts Ministry, I’m overwhelmed with
gratitude. Gratitude for the many
musicians who have so faithfully led
in worship during the past year. These
individuals whom God has blessed with
musical skill and has placed a calling
upon their lives. These wonderful men
and women have been faithful to the
task God has called them to and they
have sowed bountifully, to quote Paul.

I’m also grateful for the blessings of a
production team that so capably uses the
technology we’ve been blessed with to
allow people to worship both in-person
and online. In 2021 we will begin raising
funds to grow our capacity to spread the
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gospel through media and technology. I
hope that you will prayerfully consider
how you might contribute to this new
capital campaign.
We’ve also been blessed
with world-class musical
instruments at TBC, and
I want to share a recent
moment of praise. As you
likely know, the Steinway
piano in our Sanctuary
was donated by the Butt
family in memory of
Howard Butt, Jr. This
piano sees hundreds of
hours of use annually and
over the end of December
and the beginning of
January we were able
to perform some much
needed maintenance. A
generous donor covered the expense
of a full regulation and voicing for the
piano, which will ensure that it is in
pristine condition for years to come.
This gift, cheerfully given, above and
beyond the budget gifts, helps to spread
the message of God’s beauty through
the music played upon this incredible
instrument. You can see in these photos
the memorial plaque on the Sanctuary
piano as well as an image of some of the
work done.
Thank God for cheerful givers who sow
generously because they understand the
abundance of our great God!

Jacob Sensenig
Minister of Music
& Worship Arts

Fanning Foyer Festival
Sunday, February 28th at 2pm

Tune in to a Fanning Foyer concert by the Recordare
Quartet, featuring Amy Pikler on viola and recorder,
Ryan Zarmbinski on violin, Christina Trongone
on cello, and Zachary Ridgway on piano. The
performance will include the Brahms Quartet in G
Minor and an assortment of shorter works featuring
the recorder.
This concert will have limited seating capacity
following our COVID-19 safety protocols. The
primary audience will be those who will join on
Livestream and Facebook.
We invite you to share these videos with your family
and friends to help us grow the number of people able
to experience the God gifted talents of the musicians
through this exciting hybrid festival!

Worship Videos
Watch inspiring worship videos created by the Music & Worship Arts Ministry and Trinity Productions by
visiting our YouTube channel, Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio. Make sure to subscribe to our channel so
you never miss a new video!

Sing We Now of Christmas /
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

Jesus Saves

Carol For A Tiny King

Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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Children’s Ministry

We Are Here To Help

H

appy new year. Many of us have been anxiously waiting the approach of a new
year, praying that 2020 will be behind us and 2021 would start us off with a
new day. However, that does not seem to be happening at the speed at which
we would all prefer.
As I have reflected back over the past few months, I know that as difficult as it has been
at times, I cannot imagine how much more difficult it has been for parents with young
children. My two children are grown now and have moved to other cities, so my role as
a parent has changed. As this new year begins, please know that I am praying for you
and your children.
The Children’s Ministry staff has met,
prayed, and had many discussions about
how we could help you as parents during
this time. We have worked to try and
continue to create community for your
children through Zoom Sunday school,
snail mail, and other special events to
keep us connected.
I know these have been good things to do, but maybe we could be doing more for you
and we are just not aware of it. Please let me know if there are ideas you have, or things
you think we could do to help you and your children during this time. We are here to
serve our Lord, but also to serve you.
I believe that God has a bright future for us, and that 2020 has given all of us an
opportunity to look at what truly matters and what priorities may need to shift so that
we can make time for what is the most valuable. I know for me spiritual depth has
continued to top the chart for what I need to prioritize more. I know as a parent you
want that for your children too, so let us know how we can assist you, equip you, and
serve you as more has been placed on you too during this period of time.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me if I can help you in any way. I am always
available at dpotter@trinitybaptist.org.
“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”. Romans 15:13 (NKJV)
Serving Him and You,

Dr. Debbie Potter
Minister of Children
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Parent’s Day Out
We kicked off 2021 with some new friends joining us at Parent’s Day Out! We are so happy to be back after
the break and are ready for more fun and learning. There are some fun days ahead including Pajama Day and
Rodeo Week that will be filled with great activities, and will result in some adorable pictures. We are so blessed
to have the best teachers working with these children as they teach and reflect God’s love to every child and their
families. Thank you for your continued prayer and support of our program.
If you are interested in enrolling your child, we do have a few spots available. Contact Monica at
mmurphy@trinitybaptist.org, or 210-738-7779 for more information.

Virtual and In-Person Sunday School
In-person Sunday School (option 1) is on Sundays at 9:00am on the Mulberry Campus. Pre-registration is
required each week for attendance so that we may prepare the rooms and supplies. Pre-registration for the
upcoming Sunday will be open online from Monday (Begins at 8 am) – Thursday (Closes at Noon) by visiting
www.trinitybaptist.org/childrens-reengagement/
If you would prefer to join us from home virtually for Sunday School (option 2), we will have an all ages Zoom
class available each Sunday beginning at 9:15 am. Check your email inboxes and mailboxes for information on
how to worship with us from home via Zoom. If you have not received the information, please contact Monica
Murphy at mmurphy@trinitybaptist.org for the Zoom password and meeting ID.

News From the Ark
Our Children’s Newsletter, News from the Ark, is a great way to stay up to date with our ministry activities
during this time. New editions contain photos from our families at home, new baby welcomes, and information
on how to interact with us virtually. We mail out copies of News from the Ark at the beginning of each month
and digital copies are also available on www.trinitybaptist.org/childrens-ministry/.

@TbcchildrensministrySATX

@tbcchildrensministry

The Dr. Deb Show TBC
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Student Ministry
Wednesday Nights

W

e are so excited to let you know that MIDWEEK IS BACK for students 6th12th grade! We will be meeting at Tripoint for the remainder of the semester
and have a lot to offer!

•
•
•

Middle school time starts at 6pm and will be dismissed at 8pm for pickup.
High schoolers are encouraged to come at 6pm to do homework at Summer Moon,
and then join us for dinner which is served at 6:45pm.
We will have small groups for the students to go into more depth with each other,
separated by middle school and high school.

We know that to be a community of believers learning from each other and
encouraging one another it is better that we are in person. However, we know that in a
pandemic, sometimes it’s not possible.
My wish is that your student will come in person on Wednesday nights. We can only be
our best Student Ministry if you come!
Written by Ethan Getrost,
Associate Minister of Students
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The Lift Tour

On February 26th & 27th, our students will join others
from around San Antonio in an event called LIFT. The
Lift Tour exists to see students come to know the power
of Christ more and more and is a weekend conference for
students in which they will learn Together We Rise. The
Lift Tour, during that weekend, will also promote:
•

Exalt Christ.

•

Engage Scripture.

•

Equip Students.

We are excited to be going and to be a part of the local
work that God is doing in San Antonio. If you have any
questions about how you can get involved, please call
Ethan at 210-392-5663.

Prayer Requests For Our Students

As we continue to pour into our students, each month we
will ask for prayers in the Trumpet. Please read and pray
for the prayer requests specific to the Student Ministry.
Prayer Requests:
•

God will use students to reach more students.

•

Parents and students’ relationships are growing.

•

Hope and peace are being shared through students to
show others God’s love.

I thank you for praying for our students, and the needs
that they have for their strength to increase in their beliefs
of who Jesus is, and the power He has to rescue them and
those around them from times that are most uncertain!

Connect With The Student Ministry

The best way to receive updates about events and announcements is by following us on social media (Facebook,
@students.tbc and Instagram, @tbcstudents_sa) and signing up for our emails. If you have not been receiving
emails from us, please send me a text (210-392-5663) or email (ethan@trinitybaptist.org) with your correct
contact information so that we can get you on the list.
@tbcstudents_sa

/students.tbc
8

Young Adult Ministry
MLK 5K Virtual Now
Through to February 17, 2021

S

an Antonio’s MLK March, annually
drawing 300,000 + people, did not
happen in person. I missed not
being with a group of Trinity members
in the march. On MLK Day, I decided to
participate in the Young Men’s Leadership
Academy’s (first all-boys public school
in San Antonio) virtual 5k. YMLA
partnered with San Antonio African
American Community Archive and
Museum (SAAACAM) to highlight Civil
Rights sites in San Antonio with historical
references. You can register for free
(though donations are encouraged) and
do the walk on your own time and pace.
SAAACAM provides educational pictures,
links, and articles to fill out awareness.
I would encourage anyone who missed the
march or who would like to take advantage
of this opportunity to participate.
Here are some pictures and descriptions of
a few of the stops on the walk:
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1. SAAACAM La Villita: family friendly
new home for the San Antonio African
American Community Archive and
Museum opening to public on Feb. 25th.
2. St. Paul UMC: its founding
congregation is the oldest San Antonio
black church.
3. Anne Wallace Art Installation:
embedded in the sidewalk, it is a collection
of text and photos from area residents.
4. Ellis Alley Mural: “founding mothers”
Artemisia Bowden (former principal at
today’s St. Philipp’s College); Myra Davis
Hemmings (former English/drama
teacher and actress); Hattie Briscoe (civic
leader and first black female graduate of
St. Mary’s Law School).

Christopher Mack

Minister of Younger Adults

Black History Month

Please join us for a virtual Black History Month
Celebration on February 21st at 6pm! TBC has
partnered with The Message Church to share in an
enlightening evening of education and entertainment,
featuring the poetic and musical works of famed
African-American artists, Andrea “Vocab” Sanderson
(San Antonio’s First African American Poet Laureate),
Ryan Lugalia-Hollon, and Pastor Cortney Richardson!
This event is free and open to the public. Stream the
program live through The Message Church YouTube
channel by clicking here or visit the Micah 6:8 page on
our church website to find more ways to stream the
program.

College & Emerging Adults Ministry
MidWeek 2021

MidWeek returned January 19th at 7pm on Zoom! It’s a great time of
connecting with community, a brief time of praise & worship, and relevant study of scripture. In January, Christopher Mack led on women
followers of Christ in Luke’s Gospel. Patrick Hoppe led on Rahab. In
February, we will be led by Caren Goodman, Wesley Freeland, and Sarah Sensenig. Join us as we study the underdogs of the Bible and engage
in worship. Email cmack@trinitybaptist.org for zoom link.

Chicken N Pickle

Join us on Tuesday, February 16th in lieu of MidWeek for an evening
of fun at Chicken N Pickle! The venue features games like Pickleball,
shuffleboard, corn hole and more. There is also a restaurant on site
where you can grab a bite to eat. Register online throughout January to
let us know you’re coming. https://bit.ly/3nuZWIi

Spring Break:
Lost Maples Day Trip

On March 6th, get away with us for a time enjoying the beauty of God’s
creation. We will be heading to Lost Maples for a day hike, picnic, and
devotional. We will need to finalize with Lost Maples at the beginning
of February. So sign up ASAP using the link below. Get a free t-shirt for
signing up! https://bit.ly/38cpQtS
tbc_caea
10

Older Adult Ministry
How Is Your Love Life?

D

o you remember the shoeboxes
festively decorated with slots
cut in the lids to deposit your
valentines? I do! Prior to February 14th,
did your teacher send a list home with
the names of your class members so
you would not forget to give everyone a
valentine card? Mine did!

Of course, in elementary school, if you
bought the pre-packaged valentines with
29 cards there was always the special one
for the teacher. At one stage, I
remember carefully selecting
which message went to which
student – heaven forbid that I
said something about “love” to
one of the boys!
What we were taught in those
elementary days was that this
expression of love was for
everyone around us – it was inclusive.
But then in our teens, or pre-teens, we
began to minimize our thoughts about
love as inclusive and look for a single
person. If we had that one person in our
life, we celebrated love and if not, maybe
we did not.
I pray that this month your love life is
rich and full and that you are finding
multiple ways to reach out and share your
love with others. This year especially, I
would like to challenge you to send as
many Valentines as you possibly can and
let others know of your love for them!
Below are some famous love quotes that
especially speak to me. I thought you
might enjoy them and I also hope they
will help “prime the pump” and give you
some ideas for what messages you want
to put on your Valentines.
•
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Love is that condition in which
the happiness of another person is
essential to your own.
– Robert A. Heinlein

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It does not dishonor others, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it
keeps no record of wrongs.
– 1 Corinthians 13:4-5 (NIV)
You don’t love someone because
they’re perfect, you love them in spite
of the fact that they’re not.
– Jodi Picoult
Do everything in love.
– 1 Corinthians 16:14 (NIV)
• I have decided to stick
to love...Hate is too great
a burden to bear.
– Martin Luther King Jr.
• And so we know and rely
on the love God has for
us. God is love. Whoever
lives in love lives in God,
and God in them.
– 1 John 4:16 (NIV)
You’ve gotta dance like there’s nobody
watching, Love like you’ll never
be hurt, Sing like there’s nobody
listening, and Live like it’s heaven on
earth. – William W. Purkey
We love because He first loved us.
– 1 John 4:19 (NIV)
The opposite of love is not hate, it’s
indifference. – Elie Wiesel
My command is this: Love each other
as I have loved you.
– John 15:12 (NIV)
If I had a flower for every time I
thought of you...I could walk through
my garden forever. – Alfred Tennyson
Love all, trust a few, do wrong to
none. – William Shakespeare

Vicki Hollon, D.Min.
Minister of Older Adults

Winter/Spring Small Groups

Women’s Bible Study
Led by Laurie Bracher
Meets Mondays, 9:30am in person, Mulberry Campus,
Room 301. Begins February 22nd
Open to new participants. (women)
TACO, The Life and Letters of The Apostle John
Led by John Hale and Mary Osborne
Meets Tuesdays, 6:30pm on Zoom. Contact John:
jphale3@sbcglobal.net, or Mary 210-394-9492 for the
Zoom link.
Open to new participants. (co-ed)

Wednesday Morning Pastor’s Study, Genesis
Led by Pastor Les & Reverend Patrick Gahan
Meets Wednesdays, 7:15-8:00am, on Zoom
Contact August for the Zoom link:
ahiggins@trinitybaptist.org
Open to new participants. (co-ed)
The Back Nine, Couples in the 2nd Half of Life
We Make the Road by Walking (Brian McLaren)
Led by Andrea Schaper & Vicki Hollon
Meets Wednesdays, 6:30pm on Zoom. Contact Vicki
for more info: vhollon@trinitybaptist.org

Ministry to Moms, Becoming Mom Strong
Led by Barbara Bach
Meets every other Tuesday, 6:30pm on Zoom.
Contact Barbara for the Zoom link: 210-843-1972.
Open to new participants. (moms of all ages & stages)

Band of Brothers, Study of Paul’s Epistles
Led by Karl Schank and Pat Nolan
Meets Wednesdays, 6:00pm on Zoom. Contact Karl to
receive the weekly Zoom link: theophilus@satx.rr.com
Open to new participants. (men)

XYZ – Fun Loving Adults, Play Games and Pray
Led by Ann Debarros
Meets Tuesdays, 10:00am in-person, CLC Grand
Room. Contact Ann to receive weekly details:
anndebarros@gmail.com. Open to new participants.
(co-ed)

Men’s Study, Abide in Christ
Led by Gary Higgs
Meets Thursdays, 12:00 noon on Zoom. Contact Mark
for the Zoom link: Markwood.satx@gmail.com
Open to new participants. (men)

You’re Invited To Mount Rushmore & The
Black Hills of South Dakota
September 17 – 25, 2021, $839 (per person, double occupancy)
What’s on Your Bucket List? Have you seen Mt.
Rushmore? If so, have you seen it with other Trinity
members and guests? I hope you
will save this date and seriously
consider joining other Fun Loving
Adults on an 8 night trip to Mount
Rushmore and the Black Hills
of South Dakota this September
2021. Of course, we can cancel if
needed without any penalty, but in
the meantime, we are going to plan
and anticipate this great trip!
We will travel by Motorcoach
with the amenities of a nice bus. This cost includes 14
meals (8 breakfasts & 6 dinners), a tour of Wildlife
Loop Road at Custer State Park, admission to the

Unique Journey Museum, a visit to the Crazy Horse
Memorial, a guided tour of Deadwood, a visit to
the Mount Rushmore National
Memorial, and more.
If interested, call Kathy,
210-738-7740, and sign up with
your $75 deposit. Yes, family and
friends are welcome, but seating is
limited to the first 52 people that
sign up with their deposit – so don’t
wait too long to act. The deadline to
make your reservation is May 10th,
2021. (If we should need to cancel
the trip, as long as we cancel by August 16, all money
will be fully refunded.)
www.faithcollective.org
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Stewardship Ministry
Stewarding Is Also Preparing
You can’t just act all the time. The only
way to make sure that your next step
makes sense is to prepare and plan. It
can seem overwhelming that you can’t
seem to do anything right now. But in
actuality there is a lot you can do. First
and foremost, you can pray. That is one
of the most important things you can
do. Taking advantage of your direct line
of connection with the most powerful
being in the Universe, a being that is
personally invested in you, is probably
the strongest and most impactful
thing you can do. The power of God
is unfathomable and Jesus prayed to
him almost constantly throughout the
Gospels. Jesus gave us a template to pray
if you need help or direction, the Lord’s
Prayer, but that is just a framework.
Speak from your heart. After all, God is
called Father, so that is the relationship
we should seek from Him.
Our Heavenly Father also prepares. He
prepares a place for us. He knows the
number of hairs on our head even while
we are in our mother’s womb. One of the
best side effects of preparation is hope.
Preparation and prayer sometimes leads to my personal, least favorite answer in the
Bible, but also one of the most, if not THE MOST, common answer: Wait. I hate
waiting. It’s painful to know what you want and even think you know what to do next,
but there are so many times that God will have us wait for His perfect timing. God
is preparing you for His plan. He is equipping you with the skill, talents, resources,
people, and circumstances to fulfill your role in that plan. One of the best analogies I’ve
heard is that someone prayed and prayed for a cake, and they were disappointed that
God never answered their prayer. They told their friend, “I’ve asked God for a cake so
many times, but all he ever gives me is flour, eggs, butter, milk, baking powder, salt,
sugar, and vanilla.” Sometimes God gives you everything you need, but you have to do
the work. Look for the work that God wants you to do, not just the results. Pray, read,
seek God’s will. Prepare yourself to do the work of God. He wants you. Have hope.
Have faith.
Written by Brandon Sappington,
Stewardship Team Member
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Scholarship Applications
The Scholarship Team has announced the start of the
scholarship application process. Members of the
Scholarship Team are: Sandee Johns, Chair; Marcia
Barr, Anita Foster, Kay Montgomery, Arline Patterson,
Michael Shanklin, and Sandra Stone.
The scholarships will be applicable for the 2021-2022
school year and applications may be obtained beginning
Thursday, April 1, 2021 at the church receptionist desk
and on the church website at trinitybaptist.org.
People who are currently receiving a scholarship are
also required to reapply and submit new reference
letters, an updated transcript, and a personal letter
to the Scholarship Team. Only completed applications with all the required supporting documents will be
considered. The deadline for the filing of applications is 5:00pm on Friday, May 7, 2021. Applications should be
brought, mailed, or scanned and emailed to Cheryl Reyes, creyes@trinitybaptist.org, in the Business Office. If
emailed, please verify receipt at 210-738-7770.
The scholarships will be awarded to candidates who:
• Are working toward an undergraduate degree and/or pursuing career training for Christian Ministry.
• Are committed Christian members of Trinity Baptist Church.
• Are pursuing a college/university degree at an accredited institution.
These possible scholarships are available only through God’s Providence and the generosity of His Church.
Gifts to Trinity’s Scholarship Funds are always welcome.

Volunteers Needed
Has the Lord laid on your heart a desire to use your
creative talents? The Trinity Social Media Team
is looking for Trinity members who would like to
use their talents as contributors of content for our
Facebook and Instagram platforms. Our goal is to
reach our community and Trinity family with the good
news of how God is working in the lives of individuals,
families, and Trinity ministries. For questions, email
jhughes@trinitybaptist.org. Please click the link to
complete the interest form: https://bit.ly/39lRaHU

Mark Barr

Church Administrator

@trinitybaptist_sa

/tbcsanantonio
14

Missions Ministry

Trinity Comes Bearing Gifts!

O

ver the past several years, the Thursday Men’s Bible Study Class at TriPoint,
led by Gary Higgs, has enjoyed tremendous growth in participation, including
the participation of pastors of two predominantly black churches in our
city, Senior Pastors Joe Barber of St Luke Baptist Church and Joe Theus of Canaan
Missionary Baptist Church.
Knowing that there are always families in need, but especially during this time of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the men approached these pastors about sponsoring a family
or two through each of their churches for Christmas. The pastors embraced the idea
and because of the generous contributions and efforts of the TBC men, the number of
families sponsored expanded to seven in total, including nineteen children with ages
ranging from two years to sixteen years old.
Pastors Joe Barber and Joe Theus provided a Christmas wish list for each family that
the men were able to fulfill, including Bibles and devotional books along with HEB
gift cards for Christmas dinner. All sponsored families were very grateful. It was also
a blessing for the TBC to men continue to build relationships with the men in these
congregations. It was a total team effort under the leadership of these pastors whom
the men have come to love!
The photos below show some of the Bible Study members delivering the gifts for
distribution by the churches to the sponsored families. The men enjoyed meeting some
of the families in person. It was an amazing day of fellowship for all the participants,
including prayers for each of the sponsored families.
Written by Terry Green and Mark Wood,
Missions Ministry Team Members
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Drive-Thru Food Pantry Donation
On Sunday, February 14th from 12 noon
to 2pm we are holding a drive-thru food
donation under the CLC portico to help
restock our food pantry. Items needed are
ravioli and chicken noodle soup (with poptop lids).
Each week, the food pantry helps us give:
• 12 lunch bags to the homeless community.
• 5 lunch bags to students at Mark Twain
Middle School.
• 4 family bags for Alpha Home families, or
others in need of groceries.
You may also drop off cans throughout
February in the collection tubs located in the
reception area, the CLC, and the Fanning
Foyer on Sunday mornings before or after
worship, or in the Church Office Monday-Friday from 8am-5pm. If you are unable to donate food, please
consider using Pushpay as a way to help stock our food pantry.
Thank you, church family, for your generosity!

Global Missions Offering
The Trinity family has again responded in a record way to the Global Missions Offering for the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship (CBF). This year, Trinity collected $63,447 for this offering which places our church in the
top ten of all CBF churches in responding to this urgent need of supporting CBF missionaries around the world.
We recently received the following letter from Steven Porter, Th.D Coordinator of Global Missions Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship:
“I am writing to thank you and the Trinity Baptist family for your remarkable support of God’s mission in the world
through the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. During the present pandemic, your generous gift of more than $63,000
will make an enormous difference on the field.
You may not realize it, but your gift allows CBF to cover the annual support of a Field Personnel unit. To illustrate
its impact, Trinity is making a year’s worth of ministry possible in North Africa where Karen serves as a pastor to
refugees in partnership with the evangelical union denomination of her Muslim country. After two years in the field,
she now is preaching comfortably in French and also studying Arabic while addressing the basis needs of refugees
from Africa and the Middle East through a wonderful ministry coalition. That’s just one example of the sort of gospel
witness that Trinity’s support of CBF Global Missions makes possible in twenty countries”.
Thank you TBC, for your generous giving and enabling us to continue Sharing God’s Love around the globe!
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TBC Personal Profiles

Ever wonder who’s behind the scenes at Trinity? TBC Social Media Team Member Miss
Janet L. Hughes interviews and writes about staff and members who dedicate their
time and talents to help Trinity Baptist Church serve our church family, community,
and people across the globe. Read about how our staff and members are following their
calling below, and visit our Facebook, /tbcsanantonio or Instagram, @trinitybaptist_sa
to see more Personal Profiles!

Tom Hill, TBC Member and Deacon

“I was shocked
about being
nominated. It
caught me off
guard that the
church would
do that. I was
a twenty-four
year old active duty Army lieutenant.” Not
a typical age for a new deacon, but this
started his “pilgrimage of service to the
church.”

“At twenty-five years old, I was the only
ordained deacon in a church of sixty in
Germany with no pastor. Because of my
ordination, it became my job to line up
a preacher every Sunday. The European
Baptist Convention was close by. There
were a lot of seminary professors on
sabbatical or vacation. I could tap into that
pool to find preachers for Sunday service.”
Tom Hill, a forty-four year Trinity
member, also “gained experience
through the different military leadership
challenges and opportunities. There was
a job to be done.” Tom always managed
to find himself in leadership in uniquely
challenging opportunities, as was his
TriPoint role after the miraculous events
surrounding its purchase.

“After we had the building purchased,
but before a formal plan, the building
was put to meaningful use for events like
Christian concerts, Hurricane Katrina
disaster relief, Rise Again biker church, Elf
Louise, and Fall Festivals. And, we paid for
the building during a time with no senior
pastor.”
“A sixty-three member committee traveled
all over the US to evaluate facilities. Their
final report recommended – a wellness
center, multipurpose meeting rooms,
coffee shop, and gathering/worship space.
When Sam Youngblood handed over the
committee chairmanship and paperwork
to me, he said ‘Oh, by the way, got a call
from the YMCA.’”
“It took eighteen months of weekly
negotiations between me, Carter Speer,
and the YMCA to work out the terms of
their lease. Carter was responsible for
the reduced membership cost enjoyed
by Trinity membership and staff. The
buildout was complicated by the fact that
three different architects were involved:
1 for the YMCA, 1 for TriPoint’s interior,
and 1 for TriPoint’s exterior.”
Tom looks back and remembers that
through the whole process, “the Holy
Spirit was the project manager.”

Fernando Martinez, Technical Director
“I was on vacation
and saw a listing
for a job. I went to
the staffing agency
and took this
weird IT test. The
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agency called the next day and said ‘we can
send you somewhere tomorrow.’ I accepted the
offer, and started work at Trinity Baptist the
next day.”
Continued on p. 18

His catch-22 had come to an end. Fernando Martinez had all the educational requirements, but not the work experience
required by potential employers. He had worked wiring business signs for the five or so years prior to starting at Trinity.
Fernando is our one-man IT department managing equipment, software, networks, and miles of cable and wiring. If it has
voltage, an on/off switch, blinking lights, funny sounds, looks like hardware, acts like software, he’s on it! He also has a 3rd
party vendor for backup assistance when needed.
“Everyone is super nice - so different coming from the profit sector to the nonprofit sector. The family environment and
huge learning curve has kept me here. Pastor Les has often asked me, ‘What’s your favorite verse?’ I don’t know, there are
so many. As I read, I see it’s all about love.” However, one of Fernando’s many favorites is “Do not forget to show hospitality
to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.” Hebrews 13:2 NIV.
Fernando has served 13 years of service with us. “I wish the members knew me...they often confuse me with Gabe,” he says
grinning ear-to-ear laughing.

Hello From Alpha Home

Thank you to everyone who participated in our End of Year campaign! We received over $50,000 in donations
that will go directly to support our residential program! It truly does take a village, and if it were not for our
generous donors, the brave women who set foot through our doors would not be able to receive the help they
need in order to break free from the grip of substance abuse. Because of your support, women have the ability to
restore and rebuild their lives. Thank you!
Update On Annual Doorways of Hope Luncheon
Doorways of Hope has been rescheduled to May 20th, 2021. There will be more information to come. Thank you
for your patience!
Donations
Alpha Home is currently accepting donations of new or gently used fitness equipment! If you are interested in
donating equipment, please call Amanda Hunt at (210) 785-3007.
Alpha Home is also in need of books (self-help, religious, and appropriate fiction or non-fiction), board games,
and art supplies. If you have any donations of these types, please call Melissa Getrost (210) 785-3001.
Written by Melissa Getrost

Alpha Home Administrative Assistant

C.A.R.E. Receivers Birthdays

Though these members can’t always worship with us, they are an important part of our Faith Family. We invite you to send a card to let
them know you care.
Feb. 1st
Marian Bowman
Alamo Heights Health & Rehab
8223 Broadway St # 25
San Antonio, TX 78209
Feb. 2nd
Gabriel Maldonado		
219 Las Palmas Dr		
San Antonio, TX 78237

Feb. 15th
Marianne Housman
110 William Classen Dr
San Antonio, TX 78232
Feb. 17th
Christine Moore		
8815 Rushing Oaks		
San Antonio, TX 78254

With Deepest Sympathy
Please keep the loved ones of those
who have passed in your prayers:
For the family and friends of
Gerry Yawn, 12/25/20
For the family and friends of
Ann Mosley, 1/13/21
For the family and friends of
Blu Kingstin, 1/24/21
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trinity prayer

From the Prayer Ministry
By Laurie Bracher, co-coordinator of the Prayer Ministry

Colossians 4:2

February 7th is the 28th anniversary of the Prayer Ministry at Trinity Baptist Church. I
am thankful for each and every intercessor who has given their time and service to the
Lord and to our church over these past 28 years.
I have been the recipient of those prayers at times and would like to share one of those
times with you. One morning, I came home to a phone call from my mother. She was
calling to tell me that she had been diagnosed with cancer. When I heard the news, my
mind was racing, but I tried to have encouraging words for her as we talked.
Later that same day, I received a Prayer Gram in the mail. It was from an intercessor in
the Prayer Room. The note said that this was the week my family was being prayed for in
the Prayer Room. God is amazing! It was no coincidence that we were being prayed for
the very week my mom had a cancer diagnosis. He knows what we need and when we
need it. I believe the Lord was reminding me, don’t be afraid, I’ve got this, I will be with
you. It was not an easy road, but the Lord helped us through it. My mom is a 25-year
cancer survivor and is doing well today.
I am thankful for the intercessor who prayed and was faithful to write that note. Is God
calling you to serve in the Prayer Room for an hour a week? If it helps your schedule,
grab a friend or two or three and share a time slot. You will be a blessing and it will be a
blessing for you.

Another Prayer Opportunity!

During Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17th and runs until Easter
Sunday, April 4th, the church will have a prayer emphasis to pray for our neighbors. It is
called “Pray 4 Every Home”. You will be hearing more about it through announcements.
If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry,
please contact Laurie Bracher, lqbracher@sbcglobal.net, or Veronica Grant, vgrant81@hotmail.com.

Our Pastoral Staff:

D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
Christopher Mack, Minister of Young Adults Jacob Sensenig, Minister of Music & Worship Arts
Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children
Vicki Hollon, D.Min., Minister of Older Adults
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