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Pastoral Reflections
2021: For A Time Such As This

Time is a gift and we’ve been given a
new year of it. As we turn the last page
on 2020, we feel freshly grateful to be
alive after enduring the trials of this
decade’s first year. From surviving, and
at times thriving, we’ve learned afresh
that life is a gift and that no gift is to be
taken for granted.
Yet all that we’ve learned from this
year will be needed for the future. 2021
and the rest of this decade will bring
its own surprises. Humbled by what
we can’t control but inspired by new
awareness of what God is capable of
doing, we have expanded our prayerful
capacity to learn, adapt, and apply. This “can do” spirit is a 2021 application of what the
early Christians gained from their challenges, “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)
This truth gives us deep peace. The kind of peace that calms us in the midst of
whatever situation we are in. “Fear not” passages were the most looked up Bible verses
in 2020, according to YouVersion Bible App. Their total searches increased by 80%,
totaling 600 million worldwide. The most popular verse was Isaiah 41:10, “Fear not for
I am with you. Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you. I will help you.
I will uphold you in the right hand of my righteousness.”
God’s promises are the built-in path for us to get through not only COVID-19, but
any fear, any problem. Problems get solved as we trust in, and work alongside, the
perfect Promise Maker & Promise Keeper. Have you noticed this connection in your
life? Problems get our attention, enabling us to see the promise more clearly. God will
do what only God can do, so we can then do what only we can do – overcome our
fear with faith. God’s tough & tender mercies then work in and beyond us to solve the
problems. So now with hearts of courage, we place 2021 into God’s hands so we may
meet the needs of our time by serving Him with our hands.

Pastor Les

Dr. Leslie Hollon
Senior Pastor
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“FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS”

Message Series for January, 2021

The gift of this new year is especially meaningful as we turn the last calendar page on 2020. All of us will
remember, won’t we, what it was like to live through the global challenges that radically impacted each of us? Are
you – Hopeful? Committed? Courageous? Prayerful? Ready to go forward in the power & purposes of God to
shape our world with “good news”? God has called you to live & lead for such a time as this! Let’s make the most
of 2021 by applying the lessons we’ve learned. (Most of my messages between New Year’s and Easter will come
from the Gospel of Luke. Read away and feel the surging power of God’s promises.)
January 3
“Faith In God’s Reset Button”
Matthew 2:1-15

January 24
“What Lasts Is What Matters The Most!”
Luke 6:46-49

January 10
“Living In God’s Renewing Power”
Luke 4:14-30

January 31
“Feeling Left Out? Know You Always Belong!”
Luke 7:36-50
Combined Worship @ TriPoint with the
Town Hall Forum & Business Meeting to follow.

January 17
“Inviting Others To The New Party”
Luke 5:27-32; Matthew 9:9-13
Combined worship @ TriPoint

Pastor Les

What I’m Currently Reading

Pastor Les’ 30 min. weekday radio program on KSLR 630AM & 930AM at 6:30am & 6:30pm

/LesHollon
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Music & Worship Arts

Corporate Worship as Witness

A

s we enter a new calendar year
at TBC, I want to pause and
reflect upon 2020, a year filled
with challenges beyond our wildest
imaginations. Who could have imagined
during January 2020 that a global
pandemic would drastically change the
way we worship together as a church?
Who would have thought that a majority
of our congregation would worship
online for over 8 months of the year?
As I’ve said before, I’m so thankful that
our church moved back to one service
for this season as it allowed our staff to
respond quickly and safely to the fluid
nature of dealing with COVID-19. It
has allowed us as a staff to find joy in
worship leadership during this time,
instead of just stress. That is a gift that
I’ll always cherish from 2020.
Back in January 2018 I wrote the
following paragraph, and I believe that
the process outlined here is part of the
reason we were able to gather as one
body of believers at TBC:
“I hope that you will commit to
praying with me as we seek to
rediscover the voice of Trinity Baptist
Church. To be sure, this won’t be
an easy journey. It will mean that at
times we will have to choose to set
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aside our own musical and liturgical
preferences, but it won’t mean that
those preferences aren’t valued. I
believe that we will find there is
tremendous value in this sort of
convergent worship expression that
celebrates the best of our inherited
tradition and lives into what God is
doing in the here and now.”

Combined worship during 2020 helped
us to find our voice more clearly
as a church that is distinctly multigenerational, increasingly multi-ethnic,
and increasingly diverse in its witness.
That message is now being spread
far and wide through our expanded
use of technology and I’m excited to
see how God will move in 2021 as we
begin a capital campaign to raise funds
for upgrading our worship/streaming
technology.
On the opposite page you can see photos
from our December 6th “Of the Father’s
Love Begotten” program, and links
to several of the worship and musical
projects we worked on in 2020!

Jacob Sensenig
Minister of Music
& Worship Arts

Maundy Thursday Taizé Service

Worship in the Round

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

Worship Videos
Watch inspiring worship and videos
created by the Music & Worship
Arts Ministry and Trinity Productions by visiting our
YouTube channel, Trinity Baptist
Church San Antonio. Make sure
to subscribe to our channel so you
never miss a new video!

Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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Children’s Ministry

What Did Jesus Have to Say
About Children?

H

e called them to Him.

“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children
come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 (NIV)
“When Jesus saw this, he was indignant.
He said to them, “Let the little children
come to me, and do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these.’” Mark 10:14 (NIV)
“But Jesus called the children to Him and
said, “Let the children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.” Luke 18:16
Jesus was not only welcoming to the
children, He was warm and inviting to
them. He was genuinely happy to see
them. Three of the Gospel writers heard
and recorded the same thing. If God felt
it was important enough to include Jesus’
response to children not once, but three
times, and in three different books, He
must really want us to understand the
significance of children to Him. Aren’t we
called to do the same?
He placed His hands on them.
“Then the little children were brought to
Jesus for Him to place His hands on them.”
Matthew 19:13a (BSB)
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“And he took the children in His arms, put
His hands on them.” Mark 10:16 (NIV)
“People were also bringing babies to Jesus
for him to place his hands on them.”
Luke 18:15a (NIV)
Jesus not only greeted and welcomed the
children, He touched them. Touching
someone means taking a step beyond a
warm greeting; it means going beyond
the surface and into the heart. We touch
and are touched only by those people
with whom we are close to, those with
whom we have a relationship. It is easy
to stay on the surface, learning to put a
name to a face, finding out child’s age, or
where they go to school, but will staying
on the surface really allow us to reach out
and touch children’s hearts for Christ?
Jesus would have felt that simply saying
hello and acknowledging the children’s
presence was not enough. He took things
a step further and touched them. It’s easy
to say hello, conduct a great activity and
talk about the Bible with children, but the
greater challenge is to take a step further
and really get to know each child, to get
beyond the surface to touch their hearts.
Jesus showed us that if we are going to
have an effect on a child’s life for Christ,
we must go further than planning a great
lesson.
He prayed for them.

“When He had placed His hands on them,
he went on from there”.
Matthew 19:15 (NIV)

“Then the little children were brought to
Jesus for Him to place His hands on them
and pray for them.” Matthew 19:13 (BSB)

“People were bringing little children
to Jesus to have Him touch them”.
Mark 10:13a (ISV)

Jesus prayed for the children and so
should we. It isn’t by chance that a
specific child enters our life or comes to

our church. It’s also not by chance
that we happen to be where we are
when they arrive. The Bible doesn’t
tell us who the children in Matthew
were or what happened to them
later in life, just like we may or may
not see a child enter our church
more than once. What is important
is that they entered. Just like Jesus,
we may not be able to follow the
lives of the children that come our
way, but we can pray for them.
He blessed them.
“And he took the children in His
arms, put His hands on them and
blessed them.” Mark 10:16 (NIV)

Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary
defines blessing as “a public
declaration of a favored status with
God” and to “designate that one is
favored by God.” It also states that
in the New Testament that those
who have this distinction are Jesus
(Mark 11:9-20), Mary (Luke 1:42,
Luke 1:48), the disciples (Luke
24:50), those who, “have not seen
and yet believed” (John 20:29),
those who endure trials (James
1;12, 5:11) and children (Mark
10:13-16). The implication then,
is that children hold a favored
status with God. Do we treat them
that way? I am blessed to serve at

Trinity where children are part
of the worship services. They
have a place and feel they belong.
Sometimes I know kids can be a bit
noisy or wiggly during worship it’s
important to remember that Jesus
spent time ministering to children,
and showing great love to them.
And if Jesus did these things so
should we.

Dr. Debbie Potter
Minister of Children

Parent’s Day Out

We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas! We spent the month of December anxiously awaiting the celebration of Christ’s birth. The children did many Christmas activities while our teachers told the Christmas story.
The children’s excitement for the holiday reminds us all just how blessed we are to have received such an amazing
gift from God. We are so grateful for our PDO teachers and the great work they do in caring and enriching the
lives of the children in our program. Thank you for your continued prayers and support for PDO. We greatly appreciate it. We are now enrolling for the spring semester. If you are interested in having your child join us, please
contact Monica at mmurphy@trinitybaptist.org, or at 210-738-7779.

@TbcchildrensministrySATX

@tbcchildrensministry

The Dr. Deb Show TBC
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Student Ministry

Creating Memories Around the Campfire

T

here are few things to me that are
as peaceful as a campfire in the
cold. The smell of fire is comforting,
and the sight draws me into just sitting
near and staring at it. I am reminded of
moments I had camping with my family
growing up. Memories are made around
campfires. So, there was no better way to
wrap up 2020 in the Student Ministry than
by making memories around the campfire.
We had a night full of laughs and food,
surrounding one another in a safe manner.
We look forward to the new year and what
God is working on in the Student Ministry.
Written by Ethan Getrost,
Associate Minister of Students

Prayer Requests For Our Students
As we continue to pour into our students,
each month we will ask for prayers in the
Trumpet. Please read and pray for the prayer
requests specific to the Student Ministry.
Prayer Request:
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•

God will use students to reach
more students.

•

Parents and students’ relationships
are growing.

•

Hope and peace are being shared through
students to show others God’s love.

Reflecting Back on 2020
2020 has been a year we never saw coming. It is easy to say that in December, and it’s even easier to say we are
looking forward to 2021! But, in looking back at the year, I am reminded of how good God was through it all.
In February, we had Disciple Now in which we saw student’s lives change forever! We saw how even though
everything around them started to fall apart, students kept an optimistic outlook when sometimes we as adults
could not. We learned how to adapt, and we learned what matters most. 2020 taught us many things, and when
looking back at it, the most important thing I have learned is that God is still sovereign!!

The Lift Tour

This February, the Student Ministry we be attending The LIFT TOUR. The
Lift Tour is a weekend conference for students dedicated to encouraging
them to grow their faith surrounded by peers.
There will be four main sessions in which a camp-like speaker will challenge them to grow and experience God in new ways. We are excited to
participate in this event, and are looking forward to February 26-27th!
You can find more information at: https://www.slulead.com/lift-tour/.
Call Ethan for more details 210-392-5663.
@tbcstudents_sa

/students.tbc
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Young Adult Ministry
Faith That Works

O

ne of the more challenging
realities from COVID-19 has
been adjusting to new patterns
and rhythms in virtually every area of our
life: friends, family, church, recreation,
and of course…work.
While our work and home lives may have
become more enmeshed than we ever
imagined, it is still difficult to practically
integrate our faith into the work God has
given us. It is easy for the gap between
Sunday and Monday to feel like a gaping
chasm. Reflecting on our faith is even
more challenging in a time when days,
weeks, and months imperceptibly meld
together. Yet we want to live out God’s

purpose in our 9 to 5 lives, whether we
work as a plumber, accountant, teacher,
health care worker, entrepreneur, or stayat-home-parent.
This January, we will begin a weekly gathering each Tuesday from 12:15-12:45pm
via ZOOM. These short weekly times will
allow you to center yourself, remember
God’s purpose, and prayerfully reflect on
the day. For more information please visit
trinitybaptist.org/FaithThatWorks.

Christopher Mack

Minister of Younger Adults

DreamWeek

Each January, San Antonio engages in an
extended time of reflection and service in
honor of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., the black Baptist pastor whose
soulful sermons and nonviolent activism
stirred the conscience of our nation by
confronting the pervasive legacy of
racism. This year, much of DreamWeek
will be online. We want to encourage you
to check the Micah 6:8 webpage in January for updates about online events being
hosted for the whole city, and ways our
church can participate. Please visit
trinitybaptist.org/adults/micah-68/.

Black History Month
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On February 21st, we will partner with
The Message Church in San Antonio in
a celebration of Black History Month.
In 2018, our church’s first Black History
Month celebration was a moving and

meaningful time of seeking to reflect solidarity throughout the Body of Christ.
Check the Micah 6:8 page for updates
about this upcoming event!

College & Emerging Adults Ministry
Welcome Back Lunch

College students and emerging adults, we want to
welcome you back to a new semester and a new year!
Please join us at Mike and Dana Smith’s house for
lunch following church on January 17th. Come for
amazing free food in their backyard and catch up with
friends! Masks will be worn except while eating and
we will practice social distancing.

MidWeek 2021

MidWeek returns January 22nd at 7pm on ZOOM! It is
a great time of connecting with community, a brief time
of praise & worship, and relevant study of scripture. We
will be starting the semester by exploring the topic of
“Unlikely Heroes of Scripture”. Join us as we study the
underdogs of the Bible and engage in worship. Email
cmack@trinitybaptist.org for the ZOOM link.

Chicken N Pickle

Join us on Tuesday, February 16th in lieu of MidWeek
for an evening of fun at Chicken N Pickle! The venue
features games like Pickleball, shuffleboard, corn hole
and more. There is also a restaurant on site where you
can grab a bite to eat. Register online throughout January to let us know you’re coming.
https://bit.ly/3nuZWIi

Spring Break:
Lost Maples Day Trip
On March 6th, get away with us for a time enjoying
the beauty of God’s creation. We will be heading to
Lost Maples for a day hike, picnic, and devotional. We
will need to finalize with Lost Maples at the end of
January, so sign up ASAP using the link below. Get a
free t-shirt for signing up! https://bit.ly/38cpQtS

tbc_caea
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Older Adult Ministry
2020: An Update on How TBC is Doing

(As Reported from the Results of our 2020 Health and Wellness Survey)

A

s part of the work of the Trinity Mental Health Team, a Health and Wellness
survey designed by researchers at the University of Texas at San Antonio
was distributed to Trinity Baptist Church membership between October and
November of 2020 to examine the physical, mental, and spiritual health and wellness
of our congregation in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, and other circumstances in
2020. The following are the responses we received.
We had 192 respondents from Trinity
Baptist Church. In terms of the makeup
of respondents:
1. The range in age from 22 to 96 (with
an average age of 66).
2. 61% identify as female and 35% as
male.
3. 89% identify as white, with the next
highest identification being Hispanic
or Latino of 6%.
4. 71% identified as married and 9%
identified as widowed or as divorced
or separated.
5. 46% have completed a postgraduate
or professional degree with an 		
additional 32% having completed 		
college.
6. 16% report annual household
incomes of $50,000 or less, 27%
report incomes of $50,001 to $100,000,
and 57% report incomes of $100,001
or more.
Major findings for those responding to
this survey are summarized in the topic
areas below using a scale of 0 to 10 (with
0 being lowest and 10 being highest):
1. Regarding satisfaction with their lives
as a whole: 84% rate their satisfaction
on the positive end of that scale.
2. Regarding their physical health: 86%
rate on the positive end of that scale.
3. Stressful situations that have
happened to respondents since 		
January 2019:
a. an unexpected death of a loved
one (18%).
b. considerable loss of income (9%).
c. a serious illness (8%).
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4.
5.
6.

7.

8.

d. a serious accident or injury 		
(6%).
e. a considerable loss of financial
savings (5%).
Between 2% and 10% report having
at least “some” difficulty meeting some
of their financial needs.
Concerning their mental health 		
overall: 89% rate it on the positive end
of the scale.
In a related finding, 15% say they
have ever been diagnosed with a
mental illness by a medical 		
professional or psychologist.
Respondents have positive opinions
about those with mental health
disorders, with 56% “strongly
agreeing” that such a disorder is 		
nothing to be ashamed of, and an
additional 40% “agreeing” that it is
not something to be ashamed of.
If a loved one was threatening to
harm themselves or others, about
half or more say they would call 911
(56%), call a mental illness crisis 		
line (55%), consult a therapist
or mental health professional (50%),
or consult a family member (48%).

Impact of and their attitudes about the
Pandemic
1. Concerning their spiritual lives:
a. 41% report that how often they
pray or meditate has increased
since the start of the pandemic.
b. 23% report an increase in how
often they read sacred texts or
scriptures.

c. 22% say the
importance they
place on their 		
religious faith in
their daily lives
has increased.
2. Relatively few
(1%-2%) have
either had
COVID-19 or
currently have
symptoms of it.
3. About 1/4 report that they or someone they live 		
with has a chronic health condition that puts them
at high risk if they get COVID-19.
4. 28% indicate that they regularly worry about their
family or friends becoming sick with COVID-19.
5. 16% regularly worry that they themselves will get it.
6. 19% report their quality of sleep has suffered.
7. 19% report that they often feel lonely.
8. 11% report that they often feel hopeless.
9. 71% believe that the COVID-19 pandemic. 		
has created a unique opportunity for expressing 		
compassion to others.
10. If a vaccine was available today:
a. 49% say they would definitely get it.
b. 38% report they would probably get it.
c. 9% say they probably would not get it.
d. 4% say they definitely would not get it.
Experiences of their Faith Communities
1. 71% say that their faith community does normally
provide counseling services.
2. 52% say their faith community provides referrals of
counseling services outside of the church.
3. 4% report that a leader or staff member has ever
referred them to a mental health professional.
4. 56% “strongly agree” that they trust the leaders of
their faith community.
5. 38% “agree’’ that they trust their leaders of their 		
faith community.
6. 37% “strongly agree” that they feel very close to 		
other members of their faith community.
7. 48% “agree” that they feel very close to other 		
members of their faith community.
Concerning whether they feel cared for by their fellow
members:
1. 76% say that other members provide meals and
other practical support for members who are sick
or injured “fairly often” or “very often,” combined.

2. Related, 74% say that other members let them
know they love and care for them “fairly often” or
“very often,” combined.
3. About 8 in 10 say their faith community has
been doing the following since the start of the 		
pandemic:
a. 83% report their leaders have made 		
themselves easy to access.
b. 81% report the faith community has been in
regular contact with members and the faith
community has helped elderly members to
stay connected.
Anticipating how they will or will not participate in
their faith community after the end of the pandemic:
1. 57% say they most likely will attend in-person 		
religious services only.
2. 38% say they will most likely attend a mix of 		
online and in-person religious services.
3. 4% say they will most likely attend religious 		
services online only.
Stressors and difficulties that have happened to
respondents since January 2020
1. 34 (18%) have had an unexpected death of a loved
one.
2. 17 (9%) have had considerable loss of income.
3. 15 (8%) have had a serious illness.
4. 11 (6%) have had a serious accident or injury.
5. 10 (5%) have had considerable loss of financial 		
savings.
6. 7 (4%) have had an unwanted loss of a job.
The responses above provide important information
for the Trinity Mental Health Team and the Pastoral
Staff. It is good to see that 56% of the respondents
“strongly agree” and 38% “agree” that they trust the
leaders. (That’s a total of 94%). Eighty five percent
of respondents feel close to other Trinity members
(37% “strongly agree” and 48% “agree”). Having trust
and feeling connected are core qualities necessary for
Trinity to faithfully move into 2021.
However, there is also work to be done. Please join
us in prayer as we seek to learn from this valuable
information. Thank you to all who contributed!

Vicki Hollon, D.Min.
Minister of Older Adults

www.faithcollective.org
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Stewardship Ministry
Developing Stewardship through
Faith and Finances

I

f you’re the kind of person who likes to live in
total freedom in every aspect of your life, boy
do we have something for you. It sharpens the
skills we possess and expands our knowledge to
equip us with the necessary tools to alter the course
of our family for generations.
If the last several months have taught me anything
it’s that emergencies and crisis will happen. It’s not
a matter of if, but when; they’ve taught me take
care of who and what I have, and to continue to
trust in the Lord. A scripture that has often come
to mind is Matthew 6:25-27 (NIV). “Therefore I
tell you, do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or drink; or about your body, what you
will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they
do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them.”
Such a reassuring promise that God will
provide, yet I can’t help but wonder, what is our
responsibility in the bigger picture? Surely we
have some part to play in it otherwise why are we
still here? We find scriptures like Proverbs 21:5 that urge us to make a plan which leads
me to believe that part of our responsibility is to manage what we have, relationally and
financially. Perhaps it is a two-party process. Proverbs 16:9 says that the heart of man
plans their course, but the LORD establishes their steps. So much planning!
God said He would take care of everything, didn’t He? The short answer is yes; the
longer answer is that He says, “don’t worry,” He does not say “don’t do anything.” Truth
is that God chooses to work through humans to accomplish His work in the world,
He chooses to use our money, our resources, and our skills, to reach people with the
Gospel and build the Kingdom. He extends the invitation every day to join Him in
what He is already doing. The time for action is now, for we are not guaranteed a
“next time.” Start off 2021 anew and challenge yourself to try something different:
get involved, explore new groups, meet new people, get out of your comfort zone, do
something that will have a lasting impact for those around you – you won’t regret it.
If you are someone who has even a glimmer of hope to conquer “the battle of the
budget,” you are in the right place to begin the journey of thinking about your family’s
								
Continued on p. 14
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future and the generations to come after you. At Faith
& Finances we believe that the biblical principles we
explore will sharpen the skills we already use, and will
expand the knowledge of practical application of the
Word in our everyday life in regards to stewarding our
relational and financial resources.
If you are someone who is looking for a place to serve
and share of your skills and talents, consider becoming a mentor in our upcoming class. We will be
hosting an informational meeting on Tuesday, January
5th at 12pm – 12:45pm via Zoom. Register online by
visiting https://bit.ly/2KEmZS6, or contact Blanca
Eschbach at beschbach@stchm.org or 210-409-6362.
Written by Blanca Eschbach

TBC Member & Faith and Finances Instructor

Stewards Needed

Faithful financial stewards, will you please consider
sharing your wisdom as a mentor? We need your
help! Blanca Eschbach will be teaching the Faith
and Finances class online through Zoom beginning
January 20th. Would you please prayerfully consider
becoming a mentor for one of the class participants?
It is a great opportunity to establish new and deeper
relationships while sharing Christ’s love. If you are
interested, please join Blanca in an informational
Zoom meeting on Tuesday, January 5th at 12pm –
12:45pm. Please contact Blanca Eschbach at
beschbach@stchm.org to register.

Mark Barr

Church Administrator

Town Hall Forum & Business Meeting

We invite you to join us for Trinity’s first meeting of 2021. Our Town Hall Forum and Business Meeting is on
Sunday, January 31st, following our combined worship service. Join through ZOOM or in-person TriPoint.
The preliminary agenda includes: Conversation About Our Approaches to Ministry in 2021, Granting of New
Members and Lettered Outs, Approval of Annual Business Meeting Minutes, Finance Team Report, Election
of Deacon Nominating Team, and a Pastoral Overview. For a full agenda, please visit our website in January at
trinitybaptist.org/business.
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Missions Ministry

Global Missions Virtual Banquet

O

n December 14, 2020, a Global
Missions Virtual Banquet
was conducted at Trinity
using “Virtual Technology” including
Livestream, Facebook Live and ZOOM.
The host for the banquet was the TBC
Missions Ministry Team working
with Pastor Les, August Higgins, and
our highly skilled Production Team.
Normally, each year, the Missions
Ministry Team hosts a
banquet in December to
celebrate and promote
Trinity’s Missions
programs and the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship’s (CBF)
Global Missions Offering.
Because of COVID-19
restrictions, this year’s
event had to be conducted
as a hybrid between live
programming from the
Trinity sanctuary, and
virtual programming
using prerecorded video
and live ZOOM feeds
from two CBF missionary
couples.
In the Trinity sanctuary,
the program was
preceded by a Prelude
where Zachary Ridgway played Carol
for a Tiny King and Jacob Sensenig sang
“Jesus Saves.” Pastor Les opened our
program with an introduction to the
night’s activities and a prayer. On stage
with Pastor Les were representatives
from Trinity’s Missions Team including
Terry Green, Krista Tope, Jill Parker,
Chita Harris, Micky Daniels, Jeannette
Davis, Gary Martin and August Higgins
(as Trinity’s representative to the
Neighborhood Faith Convening Group).
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Each of these individuals spoke briefly
about their passion for Missions and
specific activities and agencies that TBC
supports both financially and through
volunteers.
The program then moved to the “virtual”
segment where prerecorded videos
from CBF were shown. Specifically, the
program introduced, through these
videos, Mira and Sasha
Zivanov who are CBF
missionaries stationed in
St. Louis, Missouri where
they minister to refugees
with a specific emphasis
on those refugees coming
from Eastern Europe. We
also were introduced to
Janee Angel and Hary
Khano who are CBF
missionaries in Antwerp,
Belgium, and who
minister again to refugees
including those escaping
the war zones in Syria.
The highlight of the
evening was a live audio/
video feed by ZOOM
from Eddie and Macarena
Aldape and Gennady and
Mina Podgaisky, CBF
missionaries in Spain and the Ukraine,
respectively. Eddie and Macarena are
members of Trinity. For the past five
years have been actively ministering to
refugees from their home in Albacete,
Spain. Before they arrived in Spain, the
Aldape’s were missionaries to the Banjara
Gypsies in India for thirteen years. Eddie
and Macarena delighted the audience
with their life’s story and their call to
missionary service. At the end of the
Aldape presentation, the Martin family

(Gary, Janet, Emmalee, and Avery) asked the Aldape’s
a question though a prerecorded video. Using ZOOM
technology, the Aldape’s were able to able to respond
to the question such that everyone could hear their
response.
The program then moved to the live feed with Mina
and Gennady Podgaisky who live in Kiev, Ukraine, but
for this one evening were visiting their family in North
Carolina. Again, the audience were entertained with
their life’s stories and their call to missionary service.
Mina and Gennady met at seminary and shortly
thereafter were married and entered into missionary
service. They were commissioned in 2002 and moved
to Kiev, Ukraine where they established the Village of
Hope, a series of foster homes in one area for orphans
and abandoned children.
The Podgaisky’s story was wonderful to hear and a
true testament to how God moves in people’s lives.
Mina is from Mexico and Gennady is from Russia
and yet, God saw how He could bring two individuals
from such disparate cultures and create a union which

glorifies God on a daily basis. At the end of their talk,
the Brough family (Michael, Nancy, Brian, Hannah,
and Justice Brough, and Barbara Hughen) asked a
question to the Podgaisky’s using a prerecorded video.
The Podgaisky’s were able to answer that question
and several other questions submitted though the
Facebook Live connection.
It was a wonderful evening celebrating Trinity’s
Missions program and the CBF worldwide missionary
outreach. Les closed our “Virtual” Banquet with the
challenge to meet our Goal of $50,000 for the CBF
Global Missions Offering by December 31, 2020.
The Trinity Missions Team responded with “Amen;
Rejoice”!!
On December 22nd we surpassed our goal of $50,000
for our Global Missions Offering. Thanks to each of
you for contributing to this way of sharing the gospel!
Written by Terry Green
Missions Ministry Team Leader

Help Restock the Food Pantry
Throughout January and February, we need your help
restocking our food pantry. Items needed are ravioli and
chicken noodle soup (with pop-top lids).
Each week, the food pantry helps us give:
• 12 lunch bags to the homeless community.
• 5 lunch bags to students at Mark Twain
Middle School.
• 4 family bags for Alpha Home families, or others in
need of groceries.
As part of our ongoing ministry to our homeless friends,
we also shop and make up twenty Wish Hygiene Bags
filled with personal items that most of us take for granted. Next time you are at a hotel, please consider
donating any unopened small soap, shampoo, and conditioners bottles to help us fill Wish Bags.
Items can be dropped off on Sunday mornings in the foyer or in the Church Office Monday-Friday
from 8am-5pm. Thank you church family for your generosity!
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TBC Personal Profiles

Ever wonder who’s behind the scenes at Trinity? TBC Social Media Team Member Miss Janet L.
Hughes interviews and writes about staff and members who dedicate their time and talents to
help Trinity Baptist Church serve our church family, community, and people across the globe.
Read about how our staff and members are following their calling below, and visit our Facebook,
/tbcsanantonio or Instagram, @trinitybaptist_sa to see more Personal Profiles!

Roger Olivarez, Maintenance Supervisor
“My wife and I
had just moved to
San Antonio from
Corpus Christi.
We were driving
around looking
for the zoo and got
lost. As we drove by Trinity Baptist Church,
I commented to my wife, ‘It would be nice to
work there.’ Then, I saw an ad for steady work
for the custodial team, applied, and got hired.”
“I have an awesome team. Such a blessing to
be here, and grateful. It’s like a second home.”
Roger Olivarez has served the Trinity family
for over 19 years in two separate employment
blocks. He started on our facilities team, but
left to pursue a maintenance opportunity
since that was his background and desired
role. A while later, he was hired back for the
Maintenance Team. All total he served on
the Facilities Team for six months, and the
Maintenance Team over eighteen years. Now,
he is the Maintenance Team Leader.

their work as ministers. God uses this space.
There are areas where hardly anyone goes
but us – like the Sanctuary basement, bell
tower, and machine rooms. We crawl under
the buildings which can be interesting and
challenging.”
Roger remembers his participation in the
21-day mission trip to Siberia in Russia in
2001. “I helped build a small facility for the
Roma gypsies. We realized how lucky we
were to have returned back home before 9/11
happened and shut down the airways for a
time.”
Roger previously served 15 years as a bivocational pastor here in San Antonio. He
enjoys riding motorcycles, and plays both the
acoustic and electric guitar.
In the machine room photograph, Roger
is surrounded by the large water pipes that
support the water-cooled air system in a
Mulberry campus building.

“To me it’s been a ministry. I know my role
and how it facilitates the church pastors to do

Blanca Eschbach, TBC Member and
Faith and Finances Instructor
“Tell them I’m
not here,” said
her mother. This
was typical when
creditors called.
“You’re going to
live in debt, pay
minimum balance on your cards, don’t expect
to ever be debt free,” were the words spoken
into her daughter’s young life.
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A sea change came in young Blanca’s life
in high school through a program called

S.W.A.T. (Students with a Testimony). She
went caroling one cold December night, and
made her decision to accept Christ at the
mall’s food court.
Blanca Eschbach finished high school with
“no real direction…I looked at my future
through the lenses of what career would get
me more money instead of what I was good
at, and where I could find my purpose.”
Continued on p.18

However, “I felt a burden for others...attended UT Pan
American, Edinburg for a semester before dropping out,
and finally attended the school I felt God was leading me
too. My calling is getting to use my story and experience
to help people find their purpose. I didn’t get my parents
blessing for this.”
Blanca has a certificate in practical ministry from World
Center School of Ministry. She’s had a variety of work
experiences, but found herself caught in the rip tide of
shopaholic spending as an escape from the stresses of work
and life.

Blanca met Jonathan, her husband, in San Antonio. He
came from a “family that knew how to manage finances.
He began to teach me how, for example, to pack snacks
rather than going to drive-thrus.”
“His mother was a volunteer mentor with Faith & Work in
Corpus Christi through the South Texas Children’s Home
(STCH). I got to spend a day with her observing how they
did things. I saw her transformation and it got me hooked.”
Blanca is now a STCH Faith & Finances instructor, and
stands as a lighthouse for others seeking refuge from their
own financial stormy waters.

Kyle Perez, Groundskeeper
“I remember coming here back
in the 80’s when my mother
worked for Mother’s Day Out.”
Kyle Perez was familiar with
Trinity before coming on board
as Groundskeeper over a year
ago. He was born and raised
here in San Antonio, and served his country as a United
States Marine.
He found the Trinity groundskeeper position online
and applied for the job. He brought to us his experience
and lessons learned he gained over several years as
groundskeeper for a 30 acre private residence.
Here at Trinity, he likes “how everyone gets along and does
their job together.” In his role as Groundskeeper, he likes
the “freedom on the job to take charge and do what I see
needs to be done.” It’s “lots of hard work,” and I “like doing

my job and seeing it through.” It’s important to Kyle how
the work he does represents Trinity to the folks driving by.
His areas of responsibility include the Mulberry campus
including the Shook and Mulberry parking lots, the
Outreach and Mission houses, and the TriPoint community
garden. The rest of TriPoint and the Ruble Center campuses
are covered by our lease partners.
Kyle also operates and maintains the in-ground irrigation
system, and sets traps for live capture of potentially
troublesome critters. He’s been successful catching a
variety of critters including a fox. He works with our
vendor to relocate our four-legged furry friends to
appropriate wildlife areas.
In the photograph, Kyle is in his two-car garage “office”
on the Mulberry campus surrounded by his supplies and
equipment.

Sarah Sensenig, Minister to College & Emerging Adults
“My Passions are people and
their stories...even in the
grocery store line I want to
talk to people. That’s been a big
gift - being relational - getting
to know people, and allow
vulnerability.” And, I want
“young people to know following Jesus is fun.”
Sarah Sensenig, Trinity’s Minister to College and Emerging
Adults, became a believer during her eighth grade year at
Sky Ranch in Van, Texas. “Through that experience, I felt
called to ministry, but didn’t know what facet.”
“My faith was solidified in my college years studying
religion at Baylor.” Sarah worked summers at Sky Ranch,
stayed “engaged in ministry to get practical experience,”
and continued her studies at Truett Seminary.

While in Waco, Sarah was an Intern, then the Assoc. Youth
Pastor, and finally the High School Pastor at First United
Methodist Church, as well as, volunteering for Young Life.
After moving to San Antonio, Sarah began working for
Young Life and soon became an Area Director.
She and Christopher Mack began work on starting a
MidWeek event for ages 18 to 25. After a year and a half
with Young Life, and volunteering with MidWeek, “I
stepped down from Young Life...felt the Lord was calling
me to do something different.”
“My College and Emerging Adults aren’t the future of the
church, they are the church right now. We need people to
pray for them, disciple through stopping by our events, and
even open their homes for a meal. They not only need to be
poured into, but have a lot to offer as well.”
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More Trinity News

Christmas Meals

This past month, members of Trinity
Baptist Church donated Christmas
meals to seven families at Mark Twain
Dual Language Academy. This effort
was coordinated through our local
missions partner, the Neighborhood
Faith Convening Group, and the
Missions Team.
A big thank you to everyone who
helped with this effort to share God’s
love this Christmas season!

Thank You Staff Appreciation Team

While COVID-19 may have stopped our Staff Appreciation Team from baking their
annual homemade pies, it didn’t prevent them from showing their appreciation
toward our TBC Staff. This year, each staff member received an HEB gift card so we
could purchase our own pies for Thanksgiving. Thank you to our Staff Appreciation
Team for your thoughtfulness and generosity!

Doorways of Hope

With a fresh beginning, we are hopeful for all of the good that we pray waits for us in
2021. We are excited to meet the many women who will choose this year to make a step
forward in bravery to break the chains that addiction has had on their lives. If you, or
anyone you know, struggles with chemical dependency, please contact Alpha Home at
210-735-3822 for more information.
We would also like to take this time to give you a chance to mark your calendar for our
annual Doorways of Hope fundraiser! This event will be held on Thursday, March 4th,
2021, and we are offering tickets for both in-person and virtual participation. This is
our most anticipated fundraiser of the year and we would hate for you to miss it! Please
keep an eye out for more information to come on when and how to purchase! Thank
you, again, for your continued support. We are grateful for such a partnership as yours
to impact and transform the lives of women from all across the state. On behalf of the
entire Alpha Home team and clients, HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!
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Written by Melissa Getrost
Alpha Home Administrative Assistant

Congratulations
Please join us in congratulating Jacob Sensenig,
Minister of Music and Worship Arts, and Sarah
Sensenig, Minister of College and Emerging
Adults on the birth of their daughter.
Wecome

Junia (June) Marie Sensenig

Born on December 16, 2020 at 1:38am.

C.A.R.E. Receivers Birthdays
Though these members can’t always worship
with us, they are an important part of our
Faith Family. We invite you to send a card to
let them know you care.
Jan. 1
Carl Parkhurst
23118 Osprey Rdg
San Antonio, TX 78260

Jan. 10
Steve Austin
284 County Road 360
La Vernia, TX 78121

With Deepest Sympathy
For the family and Friends of Jerry Lee, 11/29
For the family and friends of Ernie Jones, 12/6
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trinity prayer
Colossians 4:2

From the Prayer Ministry
By Veronica Grant, co-coordinator of the Prayer Ministry

Since the beginning of the summer, we have been
reminded of the phrase from the book of Esther;
“For such a time as this.” You will recall that Mordecai, Esther’s uncle, said it to her when he was asking
her to appear before the king on behalf of the people, even though she could be put to death for doing
so. She bravely requested Mordecai to call the people
to fast and pray. She would do the same. Their conversation ended with, “And if I perish, I perish.”
The story of Esther’s bravery stirs my heart even
now. Many people have been faced with the same
decision. But, I’ve come to realize that for me, “for
such a time as this,” looks more like prayerfully passing on God’s blessings. The following true story told
by Wayne Grant will illustrate my point.
I look about noting the sparse interior of Corinth
Church constructed of unfinished yellow pine lumber.
I remember both my great grandfathers helped construct this building over one hundred years ago.
In the dim light, a strange pattern of dark and light
shadows on the boards of the ceiling caught my eye.
Feathery splotches pepper the boards. As I stare at
these unfamiliar patterns, my uncle sitting next to me
notes my curiosity. He leans over. “Those are finger
prints,” he whispers.
I learn later that the oils from the fingers of the original builders soaked into the bare pine wood. Over
time these oils were darkened by the pitch in the heart
of pine, leaving perfect copies of their fingerprints
scattered all over the ceiling. I was deeply affected as I
realized that those fingerprints were left by the caring
hands of the many volunteers, including my great

grandfathers, who built this church.
That is when I knew…
…I knew that I am Corinth Church. My soul,like the
ceiling is patterned with myriads of fingerprints.
…I am who I am because of all those who
have touched me.
…I cannot repay the debt of love I owe.
…I cannot repay, but I can pass on to 		
others what I have been given.
…As I reach out to others I am touched again.
I cannot touch without being touched. One of God’s
gifts of grace is that as we open ourselves to each other
and reach out to each other, we grow and find the
ultimate reward for being here.
Lessons learned from this story apply to each of
us today. The volunteers who built that one-room
church were doing what Esther did. They were passing on the love they had for God, and the blessings
He had showered on them. Their fingerprints on
the ceiling of Corinth Church have touched the lives
of hundreds of people who have worshiped there
through the years.
What about you? How has God blessed you? Now
is the time to pass it on. Maybe He’s asking you to
befriend a lonely neighbor, or speak to your brother
about Christ, or maybe He’s leading you to become
an intercessor in the Prayer Room.
Pray with me that as we meditate on “For such a
time as this” we will also prayerfully discover where
our fingerprints will be left.

If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry,
please contact Laurie Bracher, lqbracher@sbcglobal.net, or Veronica Grant, vgrant81@hotmail.com.
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D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
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