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TRUMPET
Christmas Eve
Service
Start your Christmas off
with an evening full of
worship and fellowship.
P. 3

Of the Father’s
Love Begotten
Online and in-person
Christmas concert.
P. 4

Candy Cane
Drive-In
Theatre

A Christmas event for
your entire family!
P. 6

Forever Loved
Service
An evening to honor
loved ones who have
passed away.
P. 12

Pictured: PDO Christmas Program 2019

Pastoral Reflections
Vaccine?

A

vaccine for COVID-19 is on everyone’s mind and in most people’s prayers.
When will it happen? How will it be distributed? How much will it cost? How
much has not having it already cost? One by one, added up is a sum of 7.8
billion people – our global population – who want to know. The world’s attention is
focused on measures to stop the spread of an epic pandemic.
Reminds me of the Christmas passage from Luke 2 about a census to be taken in all
the known world. God acted in a way that that didn’t capture headlines at the time,
but has stayed in the headlines ever since. “Do not be afraid,” the messenger spoke,
“I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”
More than just a vaccine, Christ is the cure for known sin and the preventive measure
for future sin-sickness. The Christ of Christmas is most needed this Christmas. And
we are the messengers to share God’s cure for our troubled world. Like the angels,
shepherds, and wise ones of old, we are to extend the cure for all so they can know
how to be healed – just as we need the cure in our lives. This is the peace on earth, and
good will to all on whom His favor rests.
We all know the relief of being cured from illness. Recently, I came across a box of my
parents’ things, and among the papers was my Mother’s diary of when I & my siblings
had mumps, measles, chicken pox, and whooping cough. Fortunately, we all recovered
from these childhood illnesses. The right medicines and my Mother’s care, got us well.
Be well. Be safe in our troubled world. Christ, the Prince of Peace, is in our midst.
Share the good news.

Pastor Les

Dr. Leslie Hollon
Senior Pastor

What I’m Currently Reading

1

Sermon Series by Pastor Les Hollon

Living In God’s Hospitality

God gave. God’s love brought the ultimate gift into the world - Christ Jesus. The story of His birth, life, death,
and resurrection - tell the ultimate story of God’s power to change the world. For whoever receives the Christ possesses HOPE; knows PEACE; extends JOY; experiences LOVE. From heaven to earth, God invites us to the
manger. Here we experience the ultimate hospitality of knowing we belong to the family of God.

November 29
First Sunday of Advent
“HOPE for Our Stuffed, Spent, and Scared Lives”
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:7-8
Christopher Mack preaching @ TriPoint
December 6
“PEACE To Our Troubled World”
Luke 1:26-39
December 13
“JOY Now & Forever”
Luke 1:45-56

December 20
“LOVE Sees Us Through”
Matthew 1:16-25

Pastor Les

December 24
(Christmas Eve Service)
“God’s Gift for All”
Luke 2:1-20
December 27
“RESCUE into God’s Global Family”
Isaiah 61:10-62:2; Galatians 4:4-6; Luke 2:27-32, 36-38
Christopher Mack preaching @ TriPoint

Want to Help Make An Impact in
the Community?
The Impact Guild and Mission City Renewal are offering
an opportunity to explore ways to make a positive
impact in our community with like-minded people
through the Make Good Fellowship.
The Make Good Fellows will be in a 6-month long
cohort collaborating together to dream big in order to
come up with creative solutions to meet some of the
immediate needs in the community.
If you have a new idea for a new project, or would like to explore new opportunities for existing TBC
ministries, please contact August Higgins to discuss your ideas, ahiggins@trinitybaptist.org.
The deadline for all applications to be considered for the fellowship are due before Christmas!
Pastor Les’ 30 min. weekday radio program on KSLR 630AM & 930AM at 6:30am & 6:30pm

/LesHollon
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Music & Worship Arts
Advent is Here!
W
e are now in the season of
Advent, the season of 40 days
leading up to Christmas, which
helps us to prepare for the celebration of
the birth of Christ. As I said in my article
last month, after the unpredictability
of 2020, I’m resting in the fact that the
rhythm of this season will feel so familiar.
The four Sundays of Hope, Peace, Joy,
and Love, along with the tradition of
lighting Advent candles each Sunday
morning, are sure to bring stability and
encouragement to us all. I love reading the
familiar Scripture passages associated with
this season and singing those familiar
Christmas carols!
On Sunday, December 6th at 6:00pm
the Music and Worship Arts Ministry
will present a program titled “Of the
Father’s Love Begotten.” The presentation
will feature music from our Orchestra
(physically distanced), Crossings Band,
the Castle Brass, vocalists, and numerous
solos, duets, and smaller musical
ensembles. This program will be distinct
from other years because it will highlight
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the talents of the many spectacular
instrumentalists who participate in our
musical ensembles at TBC. The service
will be offered both in-person and online
and you will want to go ahead and get this
event on your calendars!
This year we will also be hosting the
Heart of Texas Concert Band for their
annual Christmas concert on Sunday,
December 20th at 3pm. We’ve loved
hosting this group for their free concert
that draws people from across our entire
community, and I know you will want to
be there. Additionally, December wouldn’t
feel complete without our Christmas
Eve service at 5pm on December 24th
in-person and online. This service is my
absolute favorite service to lead because
we all come with hearts full of expectation
and joy. There is nothing quite like it!

Jacob Sensenig
Minister of Music
& Worship Arts

The Heart of Texas Concert Band:
Annual Christmas Concert

Celebrate the season in true Texas style, with The Heart
of Texas Concert Band, as they present their annual
Christmas Concert, at Trinity Baptist Church, Sunday,
December 20, 2020 at 3pm in the Mulberry Sanctuary.

Their Christmas concert this year brings back
musicians from across San Antonio for a performance
of Christmas favorites that will brighten your
holidays. Included in the program will be Victor HelyHutchinson’s “A Carol Symphony,” “A Christmas Bell
for Anya,” “Do You Hear What I Hear,” and a sing-along
of “The Twelve Days of Christmas” as well as other
traditional carols. Admission is free.
For more information, connect with the band’s
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or their website at
HTxCB.org.
Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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Children’s Ministry

Holiday Traditions During Covid

C

an another sentence begin with…
“This year things are going to be
different?” Yes, and it may continue to be a sentence starter for a while.
So how do we celebrate the holidays with
our children in a way that is meaningful
in spite of the pandemic that restricts us
from doing some of the traditional things
we have done in the past?
We may not be able to
do things the same, but
that doesn’t have to stop
us from connecting and
making this a very special
Christmas for our kids. I
think it could be a great
year to start a few new
traditions. I was curious
about some good options
I might give you to do
this year, so I interviewed
some of my staff and asked
them for suggestions that
were important to them,
and would also work for
2020.

Monica Murphy said that growing up she
and her brother would each pick a book
to read during the holidays. They would
switch days and read their book each day.
That would be a wonderful new tradition
to start. The picture you see above is my
son, Chase, who is 25 years old. Last year
on Christmas day, he picked up a book
my mom had on her coffee table and he
said, “Mama Joy, I remember you reading
this to me every year at Christmas, will
you read me my favorite story today?”
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Brei McCumbers said that she and her
family always drive through Santa’s Ranch
Light Display in San Marcos every year.
That is an event that is happening this
year and would be safe for your family to
drive through together.

Kay Polanco makes cookies every year
with her granddaughter Abigail (pictured
below). That is a wonderful tradition
that is possible to do this year and maybe make the cookies for someone who
will be alone this holiday season. That is
not only a great connection time for you
and your child, but also teaches them the
importance of giving to
others.
Heitor said he and his
mom have a special
tradition in Brazil of
making a special desert
on Christmas eve to
share with the rest of
the family on
Christmas Day.
Winter Wonderland
has been a family
tradition for many of
you at Trinity, and even
though we cannot hold
the event safely this year, we do have an
alternative option as the “Candy Cane
Drive-In Family Movie” on December
11th at 6pm.
Let this be a time of family connection
and reflection. The lack of busyness may
be a real blessing for your family this year,
to have time to draw on the real meaning
of Christmas. This year may help you see
God’s work in this world in a new and
powerful way. And remember, kids are resilient. If you stay positive, you can make
this a very memorable year in the life of
your children.

Dr. Debbie Potter
Minister of Children

Connect With Us

Our Children’s Newsletter, News from the Ark, is a
great way to stay up-to-date with our ministry activities during this time. New editions contain photos
from our families at home, new baby welcomes, and
information on how to interact with us virtually. We
mail out copies of News from the Ark at the beginning
of each month and digital copies are also available on
trinitybaptist.org/childrens-ministry/.
We also post event information, updates, and photos
to our Facebook @TbcchildrensministrySATX and
Instagram @tbcchildrensministry. We would love to
connect with you!

Parent’s Day Out

This school year has been a blast! We have had lots of fun celebrating the fall season in our classrooms and
dressing up for a special story time with Pastor Debbie on Fall Fun Day (pictured below).
We are so thankful for our teachers and families for following the safety guidelines and keeping everyone safe
and healthy. We are looking toward a fun spring semester with lots of learning, fun, and hopefully some nice
weather for outside playtime!
If you would like more information about our Parent’s Day Out program or would like to enroll your child,
please contact Monica Murphy at mmurphy@trinitybaptist.org or at 210-738-7779. We thank you for your
continued prayers for the children, their families, and our teachers

@TbcchildrensministrySATX

@tbcchildrensministry

The Dr. Deb Show TBC
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Student Ministry
How to Pray for Students

T

he Student Ministry at Trinity
Baptist Church is holding tight
during the holiday season! We
are focused on Advent, and are longing
for those advent moments in which we
realize that God is here with us! We
have been praying for our world and our
homes so that we would be ready to tell
everyone about the good news of Jesus.
We meet regularly on Wednesdays
for bible study over ZOOM as well as
on Sunday morning through a hybrid
approach that includes ZOOM and
In-Person options for our students. Our
team of Sunday School teachers have
been extremely flexible as we are all learning to be comfortable with hybrid teaching.
I cannot thank them enough!
As we continue to pour into our students weekly, I want to begin a new section in the
Trumpet with you in mind. Please read and pray for the prayer requests specific to
the Student Ministry.
HOW TO PRAY FOR STUDENTS:
• Pray that they experience God each and every day
• Pray they would see moments to share their faith
• Pray that the time they are at home would be filled with love and peace
• Pray that God stirs them to see the world through His eyes
I thank you for praying for our students, and the needs that they have for their
strength to increase in their beliefs of who Jesus is, and the power He has to rescue
them and those around them from times that are most uncertain!

Written by Ethan Getrost, Associate Minister of Students

Connect with Us
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The best way to receive updates on events and announcements is by following us on social
media and signing up for our emails. Make sure you are following us on Facebook,
@students.tbc and Instagram, tbcstudents_sa so you can see all of our posts. If you have
not been receiving emails from us, please send me a text (210-392-5663) or an email
(ethan@trinitybaptist.org) with your correct contact information so that we can get you
on the list.

Friendsgiving & Upcoming Events
We had a great time at Friendsgiving! With families
gathered, we gave thanks and shared stories of what
we are thankful for. In the time of thanks, we remembered our Lord and thanked Him for the things we
might sometimes take for granted. We are hopeful for
a future in the Student Ministry in knowing that God
has the power to do His promises.

We are looking forward to our Christmas Relay Race!!
We know that it is going to be a blast. If you know any
teens that would like to participate let me know so I
can send them a postcard and make a phone call!

@tbcstudents_sa

/students.tbc
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Young Adults Ministry
Anew in Light of Christ

T

his Advent and Christmastide,
the world finds itself longing for
renewal and transformation. The
temptation is for things to return to what
they were before COVID-19. While we
are ever called to return to God’s Presence,
that is never a retreat backward. In the
coming of Jesus Christ to the earth as
fully human and fully God, we see the
invitation to imagine our world anew
in light of Christ. Jesus leads us on by
faith to be God’s loving, serving, hopeful,

selfless, praying, encouraging, creative,
truth-telling, justice-working, peacemaking, Spirit-filled, bible-immersed,
bearing-witness to God at work in our
world People. Let us continue to pray for
one another to be stirred by God’s grace to
become more fully God’s People in 2021.

Christopher Mack
Minister of
Younger Adults

Creating Our Way Through
Young Adult Small Group

Due to the rich fellowship, exciting content, and spiritual dialogue, many of the participants expressed sadness to see the Creating Our Way Through small group come to
an end in mid October. Juliana Monteiro volunteered to lead a few more sessions that
took place on November 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30th. We are thankful for all those who have
enjoyed this unique experience of reflecting on biblical themes, learning about artists,
and creating art together.

True Justice Film Discussion

The Message Church (TMC) and Trinity Baptist Church are grateful for all the
people from both congregations (as well
as their guests) who attended our November 15th Zoom film discussion. We were
thankful for the over 60 participants! Pastor Kan’Dace Brock (TMC) gave a general
overview of the True Justice documentary.
Michael Brough (TBC) shared on Truth
and Reconciliation: Failure to Memorialize. Destiny Harper-Lane (TMC) addressed The Narrative of Racial Indifference in
America: The Tolerance of Error and her own experience of injustice. Pastor Vicki
Hollon (TBC) reflected on Truth and Reconciliation: Hopelessness is the Enemy of Justice, where she addressed how the search for forgiveness begins by acknowledging the
truth of our shared past. Cris Houston (TBC) then led a moving time of Question &
Answer where several people acknowledged their own challenging experiences of
9

Continued on p.10

either being complicit in racism, or experiencing the injustice of racism firsthand. The conversation repeatedly
turned to the grace and truth of Jesus Christ being our hope for working together for a better future.
The Message Church is a sister Cooperative Baptist Fellowship congregation planted by Dr. Fredericc and Pastor
Kan’Dace Brock over two years ago. The Message Church seeks to be a “God-honoring church in San Antonio, a
community of Christ-followers who would be real, relevant, and relational.” The Brocks previously served as
co-pastors of the Joint Base San Antonio Lackland Gospel Service. We are hopeful that connections between The
Message Church and Trinity Baptist Church are in talks to partner for shared Black History Month and Juneteenth experiences in 2021.

College & Emerging Adults Ministry
Holiday Netflix Party

Do you need a break from studying for finals?! If so, join us Tuesday
December 1st at 7PM for our Netflix Holiday Party. Grab your hot
chocolate and laptop, and watch a Christmas-themed movie with us!
Contact Christopher Mack for the link.

Alamo Draft House Movie Night

The College and Emerging Adults rented out a theatre to watch Gremlins
at Alamo Draft House. We came in costume, ate great food, and enjoyed
each other’s company

Welcome
Back Lunch
Welcome back college students and emerging adults! We are excited and

prayerful for the 2021 semester. Please join us Sunday January 17th after
church for a welcome back lunch at Mike and Dana Smith’s backyard.
Remember to bring your mask! Contact Sarah Sensenig for the address.

Friendsgiving

One of our favorite annual traditions in the College and Emerging Adults
Ministry is Friendsgiving. We gathered in the Sensenig backyard around
a bonfire and ate our favorite Thanksgiving foods. We are truly thankful
for times of community and growth.

tbc_caea
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Older Adults Ministry
What Will “Family Gatherings” Be
Like for You This Holiday Season?

I

spoke with someone recently who said
that this is her year to have the family
for Christmas and her adult children
will be with the in-laws for Thanksgiving. I know several families who have
organized themselves this way in order to
share their adult children with “in-laws”
during holiday celebrations. In a particular season of family life this method
seems to work really well for a number of
families – until it doesn’t!
How will the current reports of rising
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations

impact how you celebrate Thanksgiving
and Christmas? We all have some tough
decisions to make. For instance, our
family of 10 here in San Antonio and
our soon-to-be new daughter-in-law’s
family of 9 plan to gather outdoors here
in San Antonio on Thanksgiving Day for
Steven and Paige’s wedding and a potluck Thanksgiving meal. (You may recall
they postponed their May wedding.) Les
and I are very honored to co-officiate the
wedding and we are all excited, but we
are also getting retested for the virus and
want to do our best to protect each other.
These are tough days for families making
these kinds of decisions and especially
for those who cannot be with any family
for the holidays. Let’s stay aware of those
around us and their circumstances and
may we continue to pray for each other!

Vicki Hollon, D.Min.
Minister of Older Adults
Pictured Above: Steven Hollon & Paige Panter

Fun Loving Adults

You are always invited to join Fun Loving Adults on Tuesdays in-person from
10:00am – noon in the CLC Grand Room
to play games such as Joker, Mexican
Train, and Rummikub. We do not have
food or drink and we do wear masks at all
times. We have had great fun with 14-17
present each week, and we also take time
for prayer. It is our lifeline!
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Forever Loved Service

The Christmas holidays can be an especially hard time when grieving the
loss of a loved one. The season can also be a rich time for claiming good
memories, strengthening family ties, and expressing gratitude for their life.
I want to invite you to join us for Trinity’s Forever Loved Service on
Wednesday, December 9, 6:00 pm in the Trinity Baptist Church sanctuary
(319 E. Mulberry, San Antonio). This is also an excellent opportunity to
reach out to someone you know who has lost a loved one and to invite them
to come with you. Your overture and willingness to sit with them can be an
invaluable gift!

This one-hour service will provide a special opportunity for you to
acknowledge feelings of loss, while also claiming precious memories and
honoring your loved one. In addition to the beautiful music, a devotional message and time of reflection, you
will be invited to light a candle and share your loved one’s name. (Though in-person, we will use COVID-19
safety measures.) The Forever Loved Service creates a unique tradition for you and your family to remember
and give thanks for your loved one/s as part of the Christmas season. I hope to share this time with you.
The Forever Loved Service will be Wednesday, December 9, 6:00pm in the Trinity Baptist Church sanctuary.
This service is for anyone grieving the loss of a loved one. Please feel free to bring family and friends for this
service of remembrance and gratitude.

Are You Connected to a Small Group Bible Study?

If you are not currently connected and regularly growing with others in the context of a small group Bible Study,
that may be just what you are missing! Though some are currently connecting only online, some are meeting
in-person and also online, ALL are open and would love to have you join them. The following classes meet on
Sunday mornings from 9:00 – 10:00 am prior to worship. For more information about how to join any of these
classes please call Kathy Rice, 210-738-7740.
A.S.K. Class
Using ZOOM

L.A.M.P.S.
Using ZOOM

Chapel-Unity
Using ZOOM

River of Life
Using Ring Central

Experiencing God on Hwy 281
Using ZOOM

Sunday Live
Using conference calls

Journey
Ed. Room. 307/311
& ZOOM

THAT Class
Using ZOOM

THEE-Joy
CLC Grand Room 100
& ZOOM
The Grace Gang
Large Dining Room
True and Faithful
CLC Rooms 207/209
& ZOOM

www.faithcollective.org
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Stewardship

Mark It Off Your Bucket List

Morgan Freeman and Jack Nicholson
starred in the movie, The Bucket List. The
story line involved two terminally ill men
who escape from a cancer ward and head
off on a road trip with a wish list of todos before they die. The movie hit a soft
spot with a lot of viewers who concluded
that their days are numbered, and life is
short. Several years ago, I created a bucket
list with items, in my lifetime, I hope to
accomplish. Several events remain, like
the desire to parachute (I have a fear of
open heights), shaking more hands, giving
more hugs, swimmingwith dolphins,
traveling to Israel, learning to play piano
by sound, and zorbing. It has been quite an
adventure marking off many accomplished
items listed on my bucket list. Only God
knows if I will live long enough to fully
complete it. What is on your bucket list?

14
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Several months ago, I helped fellow deacons collect the offering during worship.
To this day, witnessing the “Soldiers of
God” participating in giving toward the
Church’s “to-do” List (budget and capital
expenditures) amazes me. Faithful men
and women, like you and me, are sacrificially contributing toward a greater good,
when giving to the ministries of Trinity
Baptist Church. Regarding my bucket
list, I am not sure I will be able to tackle
everything on my own. Perhaps what’s
on yours and my lists can collectively be
achieved by supporting the financial needs
in our church. When we pool our resources together, getting things done can be
more manageable. Currently, our church
has a need for audio visual equipment to
minister to those anywhere in the world.
Together we can meet this challenge and
satisfy a church need. How little did I
realize that taking up the weekly offering
is worthy of one’s Bucket List. Yes, indeed,
it is worthwhile to witness the heart of the
diverse and cheerful giver who does so

with humility and eagerness, to accomplish eternal matters.
The Pilgrim who journeys the mysterious
fork filled roads of life must be educated
divinely to the ways of God. A gift opens
the way and ushers the giver into the presence of the great. – Proverbs 18:16 (NIV).
Faith based spiritual travelers are motivated to contribute toward God’s purposes:
But accumulate for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy, and thieves do not break in and
steal. – Matthew 6:20 (NET)
I would venture to say what is highly
valued and appreciated at Trinity Baptist
Church is the commonality the church
family shares. Bucket lists for the church
family mutually include several things.
One, to share the good and saving news
of Christ with others through the
multi-faceted missions within the Church
Ministry Plan. Second, supporting ministries vicariously, in places we cannot
individually go. Finally, praising and worshiping our Creator in an atmosphere that
gives the Host of the Heavens the praise
and glory.
Mark it off your bucket list. Consider the
incalculable time left to accomplish your
greatest desires. Consider satisfying many
of your dreams through your participation
in stewardship acts. Great satisfaction is
found in marking it Off your bucket list!
C.S. Lewis put it this way, in The Screwtape
Letters, “The Future is, of all things, the
thing least like eternity. It is the most temporal part of time—for the Past is frozen
and no longer flows, and the Present is all
lit up with eternal rays.”

Written by Rob Wood
Stewardship Ministry Team Member

Capital Expenditures
The Stewardship and Finance teams asked us to share the capital purchase needs with you. Just like last year, we
have had members of the congregation show an interest in helping with specific needs this year. Below is a list
of our current capital expenditure needs. If you would like more detailed information about a category, please
email Mark at mbarr@trinitybaptist.org.
•
•
•
•

$112,938 HVAC - project up to 7 units may need to be replaced because of age.
$64,880 Building & Equipment - replace worn door mechanical systems, update security, replace 			
dishwasher heater at Mulberry and icemaker at TriPoint.
$250,000 Trinity Production technology equipment (assessing needs and options).
$150,000 Replace projection system in sanctuary (assessing options).

End of Year Giving

Through your gifts, the word of God is preached, people’s lives are touched, people are fed, disciples can grow,
and we are able to fulfill our goals that were adopted during the annual meeting when we approved the Ministry
Plan for 2020-2021.
Because all gifts to the church are subject to IRS deadlines, please remember that all year-end gifts must be
received in the church office, or postmarked before midnight on December 31, 2020 to be deducted in the
present tax year. Robert Stein, TBC’s Finance Manager, will be on campus on Thursday, December 31, 2020 from
10:00am to 2:00pm to receive any year-end gifts you want to make. When you arrive on campus, please contact
him through his office phone at (210) 738-7785 or through his cellphone at (210) 725-0661 so that he can direct
you to the door you will need to use to enter.
Our offices will be closed beginning at noon on December 24th through Friday, January 1, 2021. If you need to
get in touch with the church, please call the main line at (210) 733-6201 and the answering service will have the
pastor on call reach out to you.

Faith and Finances

Beginning January 20, 2021, Blanca Eschbach from STCH ministries and a member of our Stewardship Team
will be leading an online class for Trinity Baptist Church members. You will learn how to make a spending plan,
create a plan to eliminate debt, and create financial goals to prepare for the future.
Join us as we learn about how to stop feeling overwhelmed and begin feeling in control of personal finances.
More information will be available on our website during December.

Mark Barr

Church Administrator

@trinitybaptist_sa

/tbcsanantonio
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Missions Ministry

Missions Virtual Banquet
December 14, 2020 at 6pm

The Trinity Missions MinistryTeam is hosting a Missions Virtual Banquet on Monday
evening, December 14 starting at 6 pm. This will be a church-wide event using
ZOOM technology to promote and celebrate Trinity’s long-standing support of the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s (CBF) annual Global Missions Offering. Our goal for
this year’s offering is $50,000.
The Program will be “Family Centered” and will include the following:
•
•
•
•

Live Round-table discussion with the Trinity Missions’s Team
Video from CBF in support of the Global Missions Offering
Live Audio/Video feed from two CBF Missionary Couples:
• Eddie and Macarena Aldape in Albacete, Spain
• Gennady and Mina Podgaisky in Kiev, Ukraine
Question and Answer Discussion with Aldape’s and Podgaisky’s

Recipes from Spain, the Ukraine, and other locations where CBF Missionaries serve
will be provided to the Trinity Church family ahead of the Missions Virtual Banquet
that you may cook at home and eat during the banquet.
Eddie and Macarena Aldape are Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship field personnel ministering to immigrants
and students in Albacete, Spain. After serving 13 years
in India among the Banjara, the Aldapes arrived in
Spain in December 2015 where they are launching
Centro de Esperanza (The Hope Center) to assist
immigrants through the registration processes
language acquisition, culture simulation and directing
them to local organizations that can meet their
immediate needs. To read more about the Aldapes
visit bit.ly/2H7IoC1.
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field personnel
Gennady and Mina Podgaisky serve in Kyiv, Ukraine
(since December 2002), where they facilitate the
ministries of the Village of Hope, a ministry center
that assists foster families. They also lead Bible
studies, provide counseling, organize and lead family
seminars; Outback couples retreats, and provide
training on the Life-Skills Manual for Youth. To read
more about the Podgaisky’s visit bit.ly/36NoWDw.
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For the Missions Virtual Banquet ZOOM
information, please visit trinitybaptist.org/missions-banquet.

Walking for the Hungry
SABA Hunger Walk 2020

If you enjoy stretching your legs in the fresh
air, walking a pretty path at your own pace,
fellowshipping with your own church volunteers, and
building relationships with other sister San Antonio
Baptist church members, then you can make a big
impact in our own city to serve the hungry.

On the 7th of November, nine walkers from Trinity
Baptist Church drove to Comanche Park to participate
in the 11th Annual San Antonio Baptist Association
(SABA) 5K Hunger Walk. We had such a good time
meeting groups from other area churches face-toface. This time with masks on, but none the less, we
connected with these new faces to encourage each
other and support the effort to raise money for our
food pantries.
It was perfect weather as we walked, four men and
myself. After listening to the wise counsel of Gary
Jones, Norm Grimmett, Jim Skokan, and Mike Smith,
I learned valuable ways to solve problems that I had
never thought of before! It seemed that a lot of our
sponsors were actually walking with us with their
monetary gifts making a difference. As usual, Jill
Parker, Linda McClain and Bettie Jean Ingram were
way ahead of us leading the way to the finish. We

came through with a steady effort to support the
kingdom of God in our community.
This is a great local mission outreach. We would like
to have many more walkers from TBC next year, to
collaborate with area churches to provide food for the
hungry.
Written by Terry Green
Missions Ministry Team Leader

Wish Bags and Lunches
Each week, as part of our ongoing ministry to our
homeless friends, we shop and make up eighteen Wish
Hygiene Bags filled with personal items that most of
us take for granted. We also make twelve lunch bags
for the homeless community, four family bags as
needed for Alpha Home families or others in need of
groceries, and starting this month we will make up
to five lunch bags for the children from Mark Twain
Middle School who are in need.
Throughout January and February, we need help
restocking our food pantry. Items needed are raviolo
and chicken noodle soup (with poptop cans) We
thank our church family for your generosity!
Written by Donna Floyd and Kitty Hale
Missions Ministry Team Members
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Merry Christmas from Alpha Home
As we wrap up 2020, I challenge you to
look back at this past year with gratitude.
While there were many reasons to have
fear or frustration, seasons like these can
cause necessary change in our nation,
our communities, and even in ourselves,
and for that we are grateful. When we
reflect on 2020, may we notice how
much we’ve grown from all that we have
battled through and may we carry a spirit
of gratitude and giving through this
Christmas season into 2021.
With the Christmas spirit of giving fresh
on our hearts, we’d like to take this time
to remind you that Giving Tuesday is
December 1st, 2020!
Giving Tuesday was created in 2012 as a
simple idea: a day that encourages people
to do good. Over the past seven years, it
has grown into a global movement that
inspires hundreds of millions of people to
give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity.

Whether it’s making someone smile,
helping a neighbor or stranger out,
showing up for an issue or people we care
about, or giving some of what we have
to those who need our help, every act
of generosity counts and everyone has
something to give.
Help us support those in need at Alpha
Home but donating on Giving Tuesday
with this link: https://bit.ly/3pIEOzF.
Written by Melissa Getrost
Alpha Home Administrative Assistant

Well Wishes for the Sensenig Family

Our Trinity Baptist Church family offers our prayers alongside our Minister of College and Emerging Adults, Rev. Sarah Sensenig for healthy labor and hearty child.
She and our Minister of Music and Worship Arts, Rev. Jacob Sensenig are preparing
to welcome their daughter Junia into the world this December. Sarah will be taking
maternity leave in the coming weeks. She has planned fun-filled and Christ-centered
activities for our College and Emerging Adults Ministry for the start of 2021. We send
the Sensenig family all our love, joy, and well wishes!
Written by Christopher Mack
Minister of Younger Adults

Trash or Treasure?
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Do you have old church bulletins, old
copies of the Trinity Trumpet, newspaper
clippings about the church, photos of
church activities and members? As you
clean up, straighten up, clear out, please
don’t throw these things away. Let us
make that decision for you. These kinds
of things are part of our church’s history
and our History Team maintains files to
document the life of the church over the

years. If you have items such as this – or
any other things related to the church
– please mark them for the attention of
the History Team and leave them in the
cabinet in the church office on the Mulberry campus.
Written by Joe & Marjorie Brake
TBC History Team Members

Trinity Ornament
Plan to purchase this one-of-a-kind Trinity Christmas ornament for yourself and as a great gift for friends and loved ones
who were baptized, married, etc., and have spiritual roots at
TBC!
Engraved on the back of the ornament is “Trinity Baptist
Church, San Antonio, TX”. The cost is $20.00 each ($7.15
additional for mailing). All proceeds from the sale of these
ornaments will be used for TBC missions.
Ornaments will be sold throughout December. You can
purchase them on Sunday mornings and in the Church
Office during regular business hours. If you are interested
in purchasing an ornament call (210) 733-6201.

C.A.R.E Receivers Birthdays

Though these members can’t always worship with us, they are an important part of our Faith Family. We
invite you to send a card to let them know you care.
Dec. 2nd
Jeanie Riddell
C/O Nancy Palmer
3801 Farmingdale Dr
Arlington, TX 76001

Dec. 8th
Anne Mosley
610 Walder Trl
San Antonio, TX 78260

Dec. 26th
Sarah Barron
The Madison
8645 Fredericksburg Rd Apt 465
San Antonio, TX 78240

With Deepest Sympathy
For the family and friends of Ruby Willingham, 11/15

Prayer Requests

Do you have a prayer concern or need? Let us know how we
may pray for you. It would be our privilege to do so!
Please call us at 738-PRAY (7729), TBC’s 24-hour prayer
line. (Though our office will be closed for the holidays, if
no one answers, please leave your request, and it will be
retrieved in a timely manner & prayer will begin). You may
also submit a prayer request online by visiting
trinitybaptist.org/prayer-ministry/
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trinity prayer
Colossians 4:2

From the Prayer Ministry

For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)
“It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.” Decorations
are going up not only in public places, but in our homes
as well. Christmas carols are heard almost everywhere.
December calendars are becoming filled with events,
even during this COVID-19 pandemic.
Normally there is great excitement when these things
become evident, but 2020 is different. Sadness slips
into our hearts because of the turmoil that surrounds
everything. However, we have a choice – to get caught
up in the negatives or to place our focus on the season
of Advent, the coming of the incarnation of Holy God.
The Advent wreath is in place at church with candles
ready to remind us of the hope, peace, joy, and love the
incarnation beings to our hearts. What a wonderful
visual of the birth of Jesus, the Christ!
A look at church events already on the calendar can
draw our attention to the season with prayer and attention to God’s gift such as:
Of the Father’s Love Begotten
December 6 ~ 6pm–7pm ~ Sanctuary
Forever Loved Service
December 9 ~ 6pm–7pm ~ Sanctuary
Candy Cane Drive-In Theatre
December 11 ~ 6pm ~ Mulberry Campus
Heart of Texas Band Concert
December 20 ~ 3pm–5pm ~ Sanctuary
Christmas Eve Service
December 24 ~ 5pm–6pm ~ Sanctuary

In addition to these traditional Trinity activities we can
be specifically reminded of what God did that night
when the angels sang “Glory to God in the highest.”
One of my favorite scripture verses related to the Christmas story is Luke 2:19 (NIV): “But Mary pondered them
in her heart.”
Good friend and Pastor John Park, once said, “Now is
our opportunity to ponder. We are called to fully experience the gift of God’s son to our world. The spirit of
Advent is introspection and anticipation. As we focus on
the coming of God’s son to our world, we are again awed
by the magnificence of our God.”
You may have a listing of Scripture you may ponder, but
here are some of my favorites:
Isaiah 9:6
Matthew 1:18
Matthew 1:22-25
Luke 1:26-38
Luke 1:40-55
Luke 2:1-20
John 1:1-5, 10-14, especially v 14 from The Message
May the different Christmas Season before us in 2020
be a time to celebrate Advent anticipating not only the
birth of Jesus, but His Second Coming. May we ponder
the fuller meaning of God’s son and rejoice in new gifts
He has for us this different year.

Written By Veronica Grant
Co-coordinator of the Prayer Ministry

If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry,
please contact Laurie Bracher, lqbracher@sbcglobal.net or Veronica Grant, vgrant81@hotmail.com.
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