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Pastoral Reflections

Only God Knows
These are times we truly say, “only God
knows.” Humbled by the health & financial
impact of COVID-19, our current social
unrest to heal racial wounds, plus the controversies that come with a major political
election year – we are leaning all the more
into God’s providential care. We know not
only that God knows what we are going
through but that He is the promise maker
& promise keeper who sees us through as
we trust in Him.
God does this as we practice these 5
promises:
1.) We do not grow weary in our well
doing but are renewed by our faith and
service. (Galatians 6:9)
2.) We humbly consider the needs of
others as more important (or at least as
equally important) as our own needs, and
through this humility we become like
minded in Christ. (Philippians 2:1-5)
3.) We practice the full Golden Rule – “do
to others as you would have them do to
you”) and it’s corollary – “condemn not
lest you be condemned for with what
condemnation you judge others, it shall be
judged to you.” (Matthew 7:1-2, 12)
4.) We learn contentment in all circumstances by Christ’s strength who enables
us to do all that we need to do, whether we
have a lot or a little. (Philippians 4:11-13)

5.) We give a loving witness of Christ to
our beleaguered world “by how we love
one another as He has loved us.” (John
13:34-35)
We are at midpoint in 2020 and 1/20th of
our way through the new decade. No one
except God knew we would be enduring
the immense challenges of this year. Our
needs don’t outpace God’s preparations!
He provides what we need so we that can
do what he has called us to do.
Even though today isn’t done and tomorrow hasn’t come, we humbly lean into the
future because God goes before us. We are
people of hope.

Pastor Les

Dr. Leslie Hollon
Senior Pastor

Emmanuel McCall Racial Equity Fund

See page 17 for our unique opportunity toward a matching gift in a major initiative for
racial reconciliation.

Texas Baptist Pastors & Leaders Statement
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Click here to see a centrist statement for doable hope to help heal our wounded world.
It’s an effort that I’ve been collaborating on for three weeks.

Sermon Series by Pastor Les Hollon
“GOD, WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?” (Case Studies from Acts*)

We can pursue the future boldly & humbly. People of biblical faith have risen to successfully meet the kinds of
challenges we are facing today. The Spirit who guided them can guide us forward. My Summer Sermon Series is
based from lessons shown in the New Testament book of Acts. Why? Because in this remarkable account we see
how first century Christians learned as they lived. With courageous faith they figured it out along the way by trusting God’s promises. Their examples form case studies that teach us today.
July 5
“Stephen: One Nation Under God, How?”
Acts 7

July 19
“Paul: Transformed From Terrorist To Saint”
Acts 9

July 12
“Philip: Scattered Abroad & Sharing Broadly”
Acts 8:4-5, 26-40
Christopher Mack Preaching

July 26
“Peter: How God Changes Our Hearts To Love All”
Acts 10-11

Pastor Les

*Case studies enable us to think through our present circumstances by examining similar situations from the past.
The Bible was written so we could be inspired, informed, and instructed in knowing how to live in light of God’s
revealed will set in particular cases in the past.

What I’m Currently Reading

Like you I am reading, listening, and participating in video conferences
around COVID-19 and our future, especially for the church. Here are
some of the books I am reading:

Town Hall Forum/
Business Meeting
At noon, on Sunday, July 26th we
will have a hybrid Town Hall Forum through Zoom and in-person
on the Mulberry Campus following the morning worship service.
Main agenda items include:
•
•

TBC ministry and missions in
our hybrid world – Pastor Les
Paycheck Protection Plan
(PPP) Update – Dave Ballard

For a full agenda, please visit
trinitybaptist.org/business. The
Zoom meeting invitation will be
provided during the month of
July. We encourage those who are
unable to attend the forum in-person to join us online as we come
together as the Trinity family.
Tune in to Pastor Les’ 30 min. weekday radio program on KSLR 630AM & 930AM at 6:30am & 6:30pm

/LesHollon
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Music & Worship Arts

Unprecedented Changes
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020 has been a year that has required
more flexibility and adaptation than
any of us could have expected. This
is especially true to music ministries.
My training taught me how to plan and
prepare for Sunday services, rehearse a
choir, band, or orchestra, handle pastoral
care issues, and a host of other things, but
no one ever anticipated that there would
be a time when we wouldn’t actually meet
together for a Sunday morning service.
Who would have guessed that choirs
wouldn’t be rehearsing because of a virus?
Who would have thought that science
might say that singing could be dangerous?
Through it all, we’ve rolled with the
punches and I believe that Trinity has
adapted quicker and more capably than
most churches. We’ve been able to do that
through a lot of prayer and self-reflection,
but just as importantly, we’ve had a staff
with a huge variety of gifts and a willingness to use them in whatever ways would
be most beneficial to our mission.
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I want to highlight two individuals in my
article this month. The first is Gabe
Alaniz, our Production Director. Gabe
and his team have been working harder than anyone during this time as they
spend hundreds of hours shooting, editing, and releasing videos ranging from
worship service livestreams and recordings of musical ensembles to Children’s
Ministry videos, and content for weekly
emails. They have worked tirelessly, and
Gabe has been at the helm of all of it.
When the production team does its job
well, they rarely go noticed and so from
time to time we want to go out of our way
to say thanks. The second page of this
article will highlight some of the musical
content they have filmed.

The second person I need to highlight
is Cheryl Lindquist. For the past 8 years
Cheryl has served as our organist. Cheryl
has been an integral part of our team and
she is one of the finest musicians I have
ever worked with. Stan, Cheryl’s husband,
was recently offered a position in Dallas
that is a wonderful step forward in his
career, and they have decided to take this
position. June 28th was Cheryl’s last Sunday and I’m thankful that we were able
to properly celebrate her that morning. If
you would like to send Cheryl a note or a
card, please contact Dean Zarmbinski at
dzarmbinski@trinitybaptist.org and he
can provide you with her updated contact information. Cheryl will be greatly
missed by each and every one of us.
I hope you enjoy the photo and links
on the page and please take a moment
to share them with others! The photo is
from a recording session on the evening
of June 13th that took place on the roof of
the children’s building. What an incredible view of our beautiful city!

Jacob Sensenig
Minister of Music
& Worship Arts

Trinity Rooftop Concert
In June, several of our musicians,
with the help of Trinity Productions, put together a recording
session on the roof of the children’s
building (pictured right). While
the way we worship may have
changed due to COVID-19, we
have created several videos for you
to enjoy from the comfort of home
and we hope that you can join in
worship with us!
Below are some of the songs as
well as more worship videos for
you to watch from your home
office, sofa, or anywhere else where
you can give glory to God!

King of Kings

Lift High The Cross

Power Of The Cross

Leaning On The Everlasting Arms
Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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Children’s Ministry
Kids Feeding Kids

W

e had amazing support from our
children and church community
for our Kids Feeding Kids service
project! Thank you for donating breakfast,
lunch, and dinner items to support the San
Antonio Food Bank. We surpassed our goal
and collected 2,123 pounds of food! That’s
over a ton of food that will help feed the
children of San Antonio!
We also had some generous donors who
pledged a $1 per pound of food donated. We
are so thankful for the generous hearts of our
children and Trinity community!
As a thank you, we wanted to do something
special for our children this summer. On July
23rd we have rented the Stars and Stripes
Drive-In Theatre in New Braunfels (see
graphic on p. 6 or 8 for address) and will be
showing the movie Shrek. It will be a great
time to come together as the Trinity family
while practicing social distancing from our
vehicles.
Please RSVP to either me,
dpotter@trinitybaptist.org or Judd Cochran,
jcochran@trinitybaptist.org. You may bring
lawn chairs and your own snacks, or purchase snacks from the convenience stand
while you enjoy the movie. We look forward
to seeing you at the Drive-In!

Dr. Debbie Potter

Minister of Children

July Sunday School Verse
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“This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person.
The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NLT)

Parent’s Day Out
We are so happy that we have been
able to keep in touch with our Parent’s Day Out families during the
summer. This summer has given
us new opportunities to connect
with our families in a way we
have never done. Every Thursday
in June we had a Preschool Story
Time available for every family to
watch with stories read by familiar
faces. Many PDO families connected to Trinity by participating
in our BOLT VBS and helped us
collect donations for the San Antonio Food Bank. We are so thankful
that during a time like this, we are
still able to minister to people in
our community.

We are accepting applications for the 2020-2021 school year at this time. Registration forms can be found online
at trinitybaptist.org/childrens-ministry/parents-day-out/. If you have any questions, you may contact Monica at
210-738-7779 or mmurphy@trinitybaptist.org

Newest Member Drive-In Movie Night

Welcome
Nicolas Oliveira
June 16, 2020
Parents
Daniela and Kleiton Oliveira
The Dr. Deb Show TBC

@tbcchildrens_ministry

/tbcchildrensministrySATX

/tbcpdo
6

Student Ministry
Lessons Learned

P

arents and Students,

While the past few months have
not gone as we all planned, God continues to do some great things and teach
us some pretty great lessons. As I have
reflected on this time that we have been
in quarantine, God has taught me some
great lessons as a parent, and has reminded me of some as a youth pastor.
1. Parents have always been and continue to be the primary disciple makers in
their homes. Sometimes we as parents
get busy adulting and lose focus of the
most important part of being a parent,
which is discipling our kids. During
this period of COVID-19, I have heard
from several of you who have mentioned
that you are grateful for this time with
your students in order to be able to have
important conversations relating to discipleship. One way that we want you to engage and disciple your student is through
the Sunday School Lesson that we send
to your inbox each week. During our
Zoom times we cover the scripture part
of the lesson, but we very seldom get to
the application part. In our lesson there
are sections labeled, “Head, Hands, and
Heart” which help our students relate
the scripture to their everyday lives. We
highly encourage you to check it out and
use it as a guide to help disciple your
students.
2. It has helped us refocus our lives. This
time for me personally has been a time of
refocusing my priorities. By now, many
of you or your students are tired of being
at home, and there are starting to be
times of conflict due to being locked up
together. The thing we must remember is
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that this is a time in history that God has
laid out for us to be able to refocus our
lives on what is important. We may never
have this opportunity again. We have
refocused our lives away from practices,
games, rehearsals, programs, and many
other things that have kept us busy, and
refocused on spending quality time with
your family. Hopefully productive and
spirit-filled conversations can be held
among your family during this time.
3. It has helped us understand the
importance of partnering with you.
Another lesson that it has taught us is
how lucky we are to be able to partner
with you in doing ministry. Honestly,
this summer has been an important
reminder to everyone that we are all
in youth ministry together. We can’t
do youth ministry without any of you.
Without our students, there wouldn’t be
a youth ministry at all. Parents, without
you, this ministry could not function the
way God has called us to. I feel like this is
an important time to remember why we
do youth ministry, and how the present
impacts the future.
We cannot wait to see what the future of
Trinity Baptist Church’s Student Ministry holds. We cannot let the important
lessons of this time be forgotten because
God has an important plan set out for
our church and Student Ministry. We
also can’t wait to see you again, hopefully
really soon!

Judd Cochran
Minister of Students

Summertime Bible Study
Even though summer has officially started and our regular summer activities have been cancelled for this year,
this summer is not going to be a complete wash! We
have some exciting things coming up that we want you
to know about. Starting July 15th, we will be gathering
together as a middle school and high school group on
alternating Wednesday Nights. Here is the schedule as
we know it so far:
•
•

July 15: Middle School Gathering at the
Ingram Home from 7-9pm
July 22: High School Gathering at the
Ballard Home from 7-9pm

The Student Ministry will be providing pizza and drinks. Please remember to bring a towel and your Bible as
we will be having a Bible study during this time. We will be sending out the addresses to these homes in our
weekly emails to you. If you do not currently receive our emails, please contact me at
jcochran@trinitybaptist.org to get added to the list.

Drive-In Movie Night

TBC family, we are looking forward to a great night of fun on Thursday, July 23 at the Stars and Stripes DriveIn Theatre in New Braunfels. This will be an event where we can safely practice social distancing from our own
vehicles while watching a movie (Shrek) on the big screen with our church family. This is a FREE event open to
EVERYONE, sponsored by the Student and Children’s Ministries.
Information from Stars & Stripes Drive In:
1178 Kroesche Ln.
New Braunfels, TX 78130
•
•
•
•

Bring your own snacks or buy from the
concession stand.
Bring lawn chairs to sit outside your vehicle
if you choose.
Gates open at 7:00pm.
Movie starts at 8:45pm.

Please RSVP:
Judd Cochran – jcochran@trinitybaptist.org or
Debbie Potter – dpotter@trinitybaptist.org
We’re looking forward to a great time of family fun!
@tbcstudents_sa

/students.tbc
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Young Adults Ministry
MacKenzie Rock: Blessed Service,
Sending for Service

I

am so grateful MacKenzie Rock (pictured left)
said “yes” to driving from Waco to Trinity
Baptist back in November 2019. Her heart
for God, leading worship, and caring for God’s
people is evident. MacKenzie Rock let me know
while in Waco she experienced a call to serve
full-time as an Associate Director for the Baptist
Student Ministry at Baylor University for 20202021. She will get to equip leaders who love Jesus,
share the gospel, and develop worship leaders.

Pastor Les, Jacob Sensenig, and I bless this as a right next step for what God is doing
in MacKenzie’s life for God’s Global Kin-dom. This means that her regular time with
Trinity Baptist concluded after June 2020. I hope you were able to see our commissioning of MacKenzie to go forth into this important gospel
ministry. We send her with our love and prayers. We also
know this is goodbye, but hope God will occasionally
Christopher Mack
allow our paths to cross for her guest worship leadership
Minister of
among our community.
Younger Adults

Young Adult July Weekly Book Group

“God doesn’t change: he seeks and he saves. And our response to God as he reveals
himself in Jesus doesn’t change: we listen and we follow. Or we don’t.” –Eugene Peterson
Weekly 7pm Zoom Book Group/Bible Study targeting those in their 20s/30s/40s over
the Psalms of Ascent (Ps. 120-134) and Eugene Peterson’s A Long Obedience in the Same Direction. Email
cmack@trinitybaptist.org for more information.
•
•
•
•
•
9

July 1st: Discipleship, Providence, Repentance
(ALOSD chs. 1-3; Psalms 120-121)
July 8th: Worship, Service, Help
(ALOSD chs. 4-6; Psalms 122-124)
July 15th: Security, Joy, Work
(ALOSD chs. 7-9; Psalms 125-127)
July 22nd: Happiness, Perseverance, Hope, Humility
(ALOSD chs. 10-13; Psalms 128-131)
July 29th: Obedience, Community, Blessing
(ALOSD chs. 14-16; Psalms 132-134)

Just Mercy Zoom Discussion
Thanks to the 60+ people who made the pivot to join
us on Zoom for our follow up discussion of the powerful film, Just Mercy on June 28th. I want to especially
thank Ken Smith, Trinity’s Vice Chair of Trustees, for
serving as co-moderator. Ken’s experience as a lawyer,
combined with his passionate faith as a believer in
Jesus Christ, led to an enriching, stretching, and hopefilled experience. It was enlivening to see people of
all different ages, backgrounds, and perspectives talk
openly and graciously about joining Jesus in pursuing
justice in our criminal justice system. I was both personally and pastorally encouraged!

2020-2021 Young Adult Ministry Kick Off
Explorers Lewis and
Clark had to adapt. They
set out to find a waterway from the east coast
to the Pacific Ocean.
Then they were staring
down the Rocky Mountains. Impassible by
canoe. What to do?

Before us are significant
“mountains.” Changes
in how those in their
20s/30s/40s connect to their spirituality and churches. COVID-19 recovery in health and practice. Real
economic concerns. Fresh calls for racial justice. What

proverbial “canoes” might we leave behind to join
God’s unchanging mission of connecting transformative gospel to the needs and brokenness of our culture
and world?
Throughout the month, we want to encourage
young(er) adults at Trinity Baptist to read (or audiobook listen) through Canoeing the Mountains in
the month of August. We will provide supplemental
prayer prompts, and artistic aids to enhance the journey. Wednesday, September 2nd, we will have a hybrid
kick off meeting (in person at TriPoint and on Zoom)
at 7pm for discussion, reflection, and prayerful stepping out in bold faithfulness. Email
ahiggins@trinitybaptist.org for more information.

College & Emerging Adults Ministry
Join us for MidWeek on Tuesday nights through
Zoom at 7pm as we explore the Bible Project’s video
series: How to Read the Bible! This series breaks down
how to read the Bible exploring different topics such
as genres, character perspectives, original audience,
and many more. We are thrilled to dive deeper into
scripture as a community.

Sarah Sensenig
Minister of College & Emerging Adults
tbc_caea
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Older Adults Ministry
We All Have Skin in This Game

W

hen I was a child, I remember
coming to what I thought
was a “brilliant” conclusion
that there are two kinds of people in the
world. There were those that preferred
cherry popsicles, cherry suckers and
cherry Kool-Aid, and those that preferred grape popsicles, Kool-Aid and
suckers. The cherry people were like me.
The grape people were not. (Even in my
years of very concrete black-and-white
thinking, I was trying to add some color.)
I was fortunate to grow up in a church
(K – 8th grade) with a really strong
Children’s ministry and mature, loving
teachers led by my pastor’s wife, Myra
Somerville. Weekly we watched those
Moody Bible Institute films and learned
Bible stories.
I made my commitment to accept Christ
when I was 7 years old and that experi
ence was very real and remains precious
to me. It was around that time that I
remember one of my first disagreements
about Race; it was with my dad, a police
officer and Christian. We struggled to
reconcile some of the experiences my
dad had, with my understanding that
God “has the whole world in His hand”
and “red, and yellow, black and white,
they are precious in His sight”. I have
since been told that “red” and “yellow”
can be hurtful terms and in the version
of the song I learned, “brown” was left
out. Though imperfect, those songs
helped teach me of God’s inclusive love
and care for people of every nation and
color! Words are so important – and can
create such pain; context is also important!

11
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As a teenager and into college I prided
myself on not being prejudiced. That is,
until I had to face the fact that I was prejudice toward people that I judged to be

prejudice. All by my standards of course!
We all do it, we pre-judge others.
My first class in seminary was called
“Formations” and it served as an orienta
tion for those of us preparing for ministry. I still remember the lesson taught by
my excellent professor, Daniel Aleshire,
as he drew a diagram on the board and
I first heard the term, “cognitive dissonance”; the disorientation we might feel
as we took in volumes of new information about the Bible and challenged each
other’s beliefs. I have been reminded of
that lesson while walking through these
days with a virus of pandemic proportion, the open wounds of racism, the
damage and violence from hatred, and
even the hurtful words between brothers and sisters in Christ – “For all of us
have sinned and fall short of the Glory of
God.” (Romans 3:23)
The parable of the lost sheep (Luke 15) is
being used by a number of Christians to
explain what some mean when they say
black lives matter. In the parable, we see
that the good shepherd left the 99 sheep
to go find the 1 that was lost or in danger.
This parable makes clear the compassion
of Christ that recognizes the suffering of
even 1 and it teaches us to go and give
care. We are all challenged to “carry each
other’s burdens” and “to mourn with
those who mourn.”
My oldest granddaughter and I had our
first conversation about skin color a couple of years ago in the swimming pool.
When noticing the protective swim shirt
and the hat on her younger cousin, she
asked why he needed all that clothing to
swim. Holding my arm next to hers and
her cousin’s, we talked about the difference in the shades of our skin.
Continued on p. 12

the Northwest Missouri/Arkansas
Cherokee tribe.
In March we said that as a church
and as individuals we would not
be the same following this pandemic. We did not know then
that the wounds of racism would
surface and challenge us.

She named the fact that her
mother’s skin was darker than hers
and her dad’s was white. I pointed
out that none of us were really as
white or as black as sheets of paper
and I told her that her cousin’s
skin was so light that it burned
easily in the sun.
My granddaughter was too young
for a full science lesson on how
Melanin, the skin’s brown pigment, served as a bit of sunscreen
for those who first lived closer to
the equator or how genetics carried that forward. Though my skin
color fell somewhere between her
and her cousin’s, I did not share
at that time that my mother is a
registered Native American with

I am praying that God will show
me His path forward; make clear
the words I need to speak and the
actions I need to take. I want to
be awake and aware of the difference I can make in this world that
will not only glorify God; but will
correct injustices and improve the
world for my grandchildren.
At times when I feel like all I can
do is pray, may I remember that
prayer is just the beginning place,
the space where God meets us and
speaks into our hearts and minds
and shows us the next step we are
to take. I am committed to make
this journey and I hope you will
join me because we all have skin
in this game!
Vicki Hollon, D.Min.
Minister of
Older Adults

Project Cool

You can make a difference by helping seniors in San Antonio’s through
PROJECT COOL.
If you or someone you know is 60 or
older and in need of a fan, please call
the United Way Helpline at 211.
If you wish to donate a fan you may
drop it off Monday – Friday,
8:30am – 5:00pm at:
Catholic Charities
202 W. French Place, 78212
Guadalupe Community Center
1801 W. Cesar E. Chavez Blvd, 78201
St. Stephen’s Care Center,
2127 S. Zarzamora, 78207
Or Monday – Friday, 10am – 2pm at:
West End Park
1226 NW 18th St., 78207
Southside Lions Senior Center, 3303
Pecan Valley Dr., 78210
Bob Ross Senior Center
2219 Babcock Rd., 78229
Claude Black Community Center
2805 E. Commerce, 78203

Pathways to Hope Virtual Conference
The 5th Annual Pathways to Hope Virtual Conference is
August 21 & 22, 2020. This is a free city-wide conference
that brings the faith community together with the health
care community to discuss how San Antonio is working
to improve the mental health care system and the path to
recovery for people living with a mental illness.
Topic Highlights will include:
• Your COVID 19 Journey
• Living Well with a Mental Health Diagnosis
• Speaking to Faith and Mental Health
• Navigating a Mental Health Crisis
Admission is FREE, but you do have to register to attend.
For more information visit: https://www.pathwaystohope.net/.
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Stewardship

What’s in Your Pocket

I

sighed as I looked over the Sunday School lesson for the week. Just
another lesson on stewardship, I
acknowledged. It seems
such lessons come around
more often than ever. My
interest was pricked, however, as the teacher began
the lesson. He laid out on
a small table several items
including a cell phone, a
recent book on prayer, a
checkbook, a Bible with
several verses underlined,
and a James Avery designed gold cross.

“Now think about this for a moment,” he
said. “Which of these items tell you the
most about my spiritual condition.” After
a time of silence, he said, “Each of these
items says something significant about me
and my priorities. However, a good case
can be made for the checkbook revealing
the most about me and my priorities.”
The teacher went on to say, “If you could
go through a family’s checks, you would
read the story of their lives—what they
value, how they live, what they save, and
how they spend. In fact, one’s checkbook
reveals more about a Christian’s priorities
and the seriousness of their relationship
with God than anything else.”
Could it be that one of the reasons Jesus
talked so much about material things is
that our attitude toward the concrete reflects deeply our attitude toward spiritual
things? The New Testament is peppered

COVID-19

13
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with references to money and material
things. Indeed, it was a major component
of Jesus’ teaching. For example,
Someone in the crowd said to
him, “Teacher, tell my brother
to divide the inheritance with
me.” Jesus replied, “Man, who
appointed me a judge or an
arbiter between you?” Then he
said to them, “Watch out! Be
on your guard against all kinds
of greed; life does not consist in
an abundance of possessions.”
(Luke 12:13-14 NIV)
Paul adds his encouragement:
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each
of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound
in every good work. (II Corinthians 9:6-8
NIV)
A long time ago I heard someone give a
simple formula for financial happiness.
The not too secret plan is “give 10%, save
10%, and spend the rest with joy and
thanksgiving.”
What does your checking account say?
Written by Wayne Grant
Stewardship Team Leader

To stay updated on Trinity news related to COVID-19,
make sure to visit trinitybaptist.org/updates.

Mark Barr

Church Administrator

Fruit Pickers Wanted
“Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.”
(Matthew 7:20 KJV)

There are hundreds in our congregation who are producing the fruits of which Jesus was speaking, quiet
servants giving of their time, talents, and resources.
Our Deacon Nominating Team (DNT) is seeking recommendations for church members to be nominated to
join the servant organization we call “Deacons.”
We ask that you begin to observe your fellow TBC
members and identify those you would recommend to
the DNT. Look at Acts 6:3-7 and I Timothy 3:8-13 to
see some of the qualifications. Potential nominees must
have been Trinity members for at least three years. It is
not necessary to ask permission to recommend
a candidate for nomination (nominations should be
kept confidential). It’s the task of the DNT, once

recommendations have
been received, to examine
the qualifications and to
secure a candidate’s permission to be nominated
for consideration by the
Church.
Nomination forms are
located throughout the
Mulberry and TriPoint
campuses and may be turned in to a member of the
DNT. You may also fill out the form online at
www.trinitybaptist.org/dnc. The deadline for submitting nominations is Wednesday, July 15.
Keep your eyes peeled, pick some good fruit, and you’ll
be hearing from us soon.

Deacon Nomination Team Members Include:

Wayne Daniels (210-363-6300), Bettie Green (210-394-1772), Greg Osborne (210-710-0640),
Phyllis Patterson (210-490-1283), and John Skaggs (210-410-5755).

Backpack Drive

Wow!! It’s that time of the year again. Even though our
world has looked a lot different lately we are confident
that kiddos will be going to school in some form or
fashion and they will need a new BACKPACK filled
with school supplies. Trinity Baptist Church has always
been a tremendous supporter of this Mission activity,
and we are going to continue with a few adjustments
this year. We have committed to 75 Backpacks for CAM
(Christian Assistance Ministry). The process is similar
to last year, but how you sign up is different.

PLUS another opportunity: backpacks for Alpha Home.
Collecting backpacks for client’s children was such a
huge success last year, that Trinity Baptist Church has
made the decision to sponsor 50 Backpacks for them
again this year. If you and/or your family would like to
participate, please follow theses steps:

•

•

•

•

•

Step 1: If you and/or your family would like to
sponsor a child (or more than 1) call Nora Oyler
with CAM at 210-685-1068.
Step 2: She will sign you up and give you a child’s
name and school information along with the school
supply list. The list can be sent either by email or
US Mail.
Step 3: You do the shopping, in a store or online, by
filling a purchased Backpack with school supplies.
Be sure and label your backpack with the child’s
name.
Step 4: Return the filled Backpack to the front desk
at church no later than July 27, 2020.

•

•

Step 1: Click here to view the school supply list.
Choose any grade level that you would like to buy a
backpack and fill with those supplies. Yes…you may
do more than 1.
Step 2: Please label with Boy or Girl and the grade
level that the supplies were purchased for.
Step 3: Please return to the front desk at church no
later than August 5, 2020.

Thanks for your support of this critical ministry. Children are our future and anytime we can help with a
joyful heart it brings glory to God. If you need any
additional information, you can call Janet Martin
210-275-5606.
Written by Janet Martin
Missions Ministry Team Member
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Missions Ministry

Wellness Wednesday at St. Luke Baptist Church
St. Luke Baptist Church on West Popular
St. in San Antonio has been conducting
for some time a “Wellness Wednesday”,
where they run a health and wellness
clinic for the homeless and other folks
in their surrounding community. Volunteer nurses-in-training from the schools
of nursing at UTHSCSA and Incarnate
Word provide free examinations, health
advice, hygiene kits, and other needed
health related support to homeless and
needy men, women and children. A
doctor is also present to sign off on any
required medical treatment or pharmaceutical needs. Food is served and all are
welcomed in the name of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus.
Because of the COVID-19 crisis, Wellness Wednesday has been on hold for
the past 3 months. It resumed on June
24th, but must now be held outside of
the church buildings and on the church
grounds. In order to provide shelter and
privacy for the wellness examinations,
tents are required.
The Missions Ministry Team at Trinity
acquired the needed tents and is also
planning on providing up to 100 hygiene

Pictured above: Men from Gary Higg’s class
practicing putting up 16 ft. by 11 ft. tents.

kits for the next Wellness Wednesday
event. In addition, men from Gary Higgs’
“Stumblers Bible Study Class” agreed to
set up and take down these tents for the
Wellness Wednesday event on June 24.
Written by Terry Green
Missions Ministry Team Member

TACO Hosts Visitors from Africa
Trinity Baptist Church hosts and facilitates many small groups all over the city
of San Antonio. These groups include
individuals from all ages and stages of
life. All groups are open to anyone who
would like to join. One such group is
TACO.
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TACO is an acronym for Truth, Assurance, Commitment and Obedience and
the group meets on Tuesday evenings.

This family of believers is extremely diverse with individuals from all ages and
stages, races, and religious backgrounds.
They are truly a beautiful picture of the
Body of Christ. On occasion TACO
hosts guest speakers. Two such visitors
to our group are April and Victor Akoth.
April is originally from San Antonio
and Victor is from Kenya. They serve
as missionaries in Kenya where they
Continued on p. 16

facilitate workshops teaching freedom
and identity in Christ. April and Victor were visiting San Antonio when
the pandemic hit, and are unable
to return to the mission field at this
time. TACO is enjoying an unexpected blessing in the midst of extreme
uncertainty for April and Victor. We
not only enjoy having them join us
during our TACO ZOOM sessions,
but they are also inviting their friends
from Africa! Three of Victor’s friends
from Kenya and Tanzania have been
joining us every Tuesday night for the
last couple of months. They actually
set their alarms for 2:30am African
time to join us at 6:30pm Texas time.

Look At Calvin

Pastor Chano, George, and Samson
haven’t missed a week since they
started. George’s wife Milcah has also
joined us a few times.
These wonderful additions to our
group are such a blessing to all of us.
They join in conversation and also
read scripture when a volunteer is
needed. We are studying Acts at this
time which seems appropriate as Acts
is the birth of the church. The church
of multi-cultural individuals coming
together as seekers and new believers,
brothers and sisters in Christ.
Written by Mary Osborne
TACO Co-Leader

Bountiful Blessings

What does poverty look like in
America? It might look like Calvin.

Each time he came in, he had fewer
and fewer teeth.

Calvin is a black man in maybe his
60s. He has come to Trinity Baptist
for years to pick up a homeless bag.
He was tall with medium build. He
used to come with his companion.
She is shy and doesn’t talk much. He
did most of the talking, but is really
soft-spoken. They seem to be good
for one another. They smile often at
one another. They both thank me
for the lunch bags. Calvin and Catherine live out of his truck and did
yard work when they could find it.

Today he walked slowly to the door.
He was not the robust man of a
few years ago. He was extremely
thin. He has stage four cancer, but
couldn’t remember what kind. He
pointed to his midsection and said
“I have tumors there. The medicine
cost $2,000, but someone paid it for
me. I hope it works.”

The past few years, she quit coming
inside the church with him. She
waited inside the truck because she
was barely able to walk. He told
me how hard it was to find steady
work, but was thankful for it when
he could get it. He said she did what
she could to help.
There were times he came in and left
with only a few words. Other times
he wanted to talk. His health was
failing him. He began to lose weight.

Catherine wasn’t with him today.
“I don’t need a lunch bag for her
today,” he said. “I found out she was
thrown out of a car, naked. I have
to go identify her. I’m not sure what
I’m going to do.”
The phone rang at the front desk.
I handed him two lunch bags (one
for now, one for later so he didn’t
have to make the gargantuan effort
to come back). I ran to pick up the
phone, but when I got off the phone,
he was gone.
Written by Pam Landry
Trinity Receptionist

Bountiful Blessings Ministry did
a distribution in early March, and
because of the COVID-19 crisis it
was done as a drive thru. We had 106
families that were served. After discussion with Pastor Les, we elected
not to do the distribution in April or
May because of social distancing.
Bountiful Blessings contributed
$3000 to the Foodbank in lieu of
our usual purchase of food for those
two months. Another drive thru
distribution was done on June 13th
where about 90 families were served.
As things evolve, we will determine
when we will go back to inside distribution, but for the meantime it seems
the drive by mode is the safest way
for the families we serve and for us.
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In-person Worship Protocols

Our 10:45 a.m. Sunday morning worship is provided
in-person and online through Facebook live and Livestream through our website. We’ve highlighted that week
by week we may need to modify protocols for our services – depending on the latest news, orders, and recommendations related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Because
of the recent spike of COVID cases in the San Antonio
region we have updated our protocols provided below.

Whether online or in person, we are grateful for God’s
enduring and endearing presence. We are guided by the
early Christian writer’s words found in Hebrews 12:28
“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot
be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.”
FIVE GUIDELINES FOR OUR TRINITY FAITH
FAMILY
• HIGHER RISK: We are especially concerned about
the vulnerability of those with underlying health
conditions. Instead of feeling responsible to gather
in-person, for their protection we hope they join us
online for worship.
• SHOWING SYMPTOMS: We ask that anyone experiencing any of the following symptoms not to attend
the in-person worship experience. Instead they are
encouraged to participate in our Facebook Live
and Livestream worship experiences. Consult your
healthcare professional if you have further questions.
Please stay home if you are experiencing any of these
symptoms: Cough, shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell,
diarrhea, feeling feverish or measured temperature
greater than 100°F or known contact with a person
who has tested positive for COVID-19.
• PHYSICAL DISTANCE: We ask everyone who
wishes to worship with us in-person maintain six
feet of separation between household pods while in
the building, including entry/exit points and in the
sanctuary
• WEAR MASKS: Due to the recent spike of
COVID-19 cases in San Antonio, we will be requiring that everyone wear a mask at all times while in
the building. This even applies to singing during worship. Please realize that while singing and speaking as
a congregation that you will be needing more oxygen
and the mask can inhibit your ability to breathe easily. Singing quietly demands less air and we would ask
that if you start to feel lightheaded, please sit down or
feel free to relieve yourself from the worship space to
go and remove your mask outdoors.
• GRACIOUS SPIRIT: We ask our faith family to caringly consider not only themselves, but the wellbeing

of others in a spirit of Christ’s grace & love winning
over fear or judgement.

WHAT ABOUT SEATING?
• The lower balcony will be open, and the upper balcony will be made available if needed.
• In the sanctuary, pews will be marked off to encourage appropriate physical distancing between household pods. (There will be two empty pews between
each available pew, and ushers will help keep two
empty seats worth of space between household pods
in the same pew).
WHAT ABOUT MY CHILDREN?
• No Childcare will be provided.
• The family room located at the rear of the sanctuary
will be available for one adult and child per family
that may need it during the service. No more than
three adult/ child families may use the family room at
any one time.
WHAT ABOUT THOSE LEADING WORSHIP ON
THE PLATFORM?
• Worship Leaders and speakers will practice physical
distancing while on the platform, but will not be
wearing face masks during their leadership responsibilities.
• The first five pews in front of the stage will be
blocked off to provide a safety measure for the congregants.
WHAT ADDITIONAL SAFETY MEASURES ARE IN
PLACE FOR OUR TRINITY FAMILY?
• Personal sanitation resources will be available near
the entrances to the campus. Offering boxes will be
available for tithes and giving at the entrances to the
sanctuary.
• Restrooms will be available in the Fanning Foyer,
the Sanctuary Narthex, and the Creative Life Center
(CLC). Floor tape will mark off 6 feet of separation to
help maintain physical distancing for any lines into
the restrooms.
• Our Greeters will be oriented about our procedures
and will serve as guides for our worshipers as they
enter and exit the campus.
• Signs with health, safety, and logistical information
will be posted at the entrances to the building.
• Our Facilities team has implemented additional sanitation procedures for before and after events to help
keep our campus safe and clean.
Please visit trinitybaptist.org/updates for our weekly TBC
annoucements related to COVID-19.
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Trinity’s 71st Celebration

Thank you to everyone who celebrated Trinity’s 71st anniversary both online and in
person on Sunday, June 28th!

Alpha Home

“I have found peace. No more waking up
not knowing where I am or what happened the night before. I have a wonderful
relationship with my daughter and family
again.” – CC (name changed to protect
identity).
Alpha Home has a lot to be grateful for
this month. Through the combination of
grants and donations, we have not been
forced to furlough staff or make any staffing cuts. This
means that we
have
been able to
serve those
seeking recovery through
the ongoing
Coronavirus
19
19

pandemic. Thank you for helping us serve
the community!
There are several items that our residents
are in need of:
• Shampoo (no conditioner)
• Single packs of toothbrushes (unopened) & toothpaste
• New unused bath towels
• Bar soap
Fiesta Medals (pictured left) are also on
sale at the Ruble Center for $10 each. This
year’s theme is “Thank You for Being a
Friend” with all proceeds benefiting Alpha
Home. If you are interested in signing up
for our monthly newsletter, please contact
us at donate@alphahome.org.
Written by Samantha Coleman
Alpha Home Marketing & Events Specialist

Welcome New Members

Amanda Brick
By Profession of Faith
Awaiting Baptism

Ted & Robin Eccles
By Letter

Jennifer Mooney
By Profession of Faith
Awaiting Baptism

C.A.R.E. Receivers Birthdays

Though these members can’t always worship with us, they are an important part of our Faith Family. We
invite you to send a card to let them know you care.
July 1st
Kathleen Hester
305 High Oaks Rd		
Canyon Lake, TX 78133

July 15th
Carmen Dempsey
2538 Old Brook Ln
San Antonio, TX 78230

July 26th
Marian Bates
110 William Classen Dr		
San Antonio, TX 78232

July 6th
Marcia Boggs
The Laurels In Stone Oak
575 Knights Cross Dr Apt C206
San Antonio, TX 78258

July 20th
Ruth Millsap
Adante Senior Living
2702 Cembalo Blvd Apt 118
San Antonio, TX 78230

July 27th
Bill Gipson
1920 Hickory Way
San Antonio, TX 78264

July 11th
Maxine Kelley-Chiodo
1410 Haskin
San Antonio, TX 78209

July 23rd
Lydia Rossett
6327 Ridge Pass Dr
San Antonio, TX 78233

July 28th
Sally Kersey
The Enclave
18803 Hardy Oak Dr Rm 229
San Antonio, TX 78258

With Deepest Sympathy
The family and friends of Babs Baugh, 6.14.20
The family and friends of Pete Nolan, 6.23.20
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From the Prayer Ministry
trinity prayer
Colossians 4:2

By Alison Carnahan, coordinator of the Prayer Ministry

“Praise be to you, LORD, the God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours,
LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for
everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head
over all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are
strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and
praise your glorious name. 1 Chronicles 29:10b-13 (NIV)
When we examine the Bible, we see God’s omnipotence, from the story of creation through to His
revelations of the last days. We trust God’s power,
we claim it. We say to ourselves and to others that
nothing is impossible with God. Yet, we doubt His
capabilities when it comes to our own struggles.
We pray for miracles, but then expect that things
will never change. Is hoping for God’s power to
show up in our lives naïve? Job reminds us, “He
spreads out the northern skies over empty space;
he suspends the earth over nothing. He wraps up
the waters in his clouds, yet the clouds do not burst
under their weight. He covers the face of the full
moon, spreading his clouds over it. He marks out
the horizon on the face of the waters for a boundary between light and darkness. The pillars of the
heavens quake, aghast at his rebuke. By his power
he churned up the sea; by his wisdom he cut Rahab
to pieces. By his breath the skies became fair;
his hand pierced the gliding serpent. And these are
but the outer fringe of his works how faint the whisper we hear of him! Who then can understand the
thunder of his power?” (Job 26:7-14 NIV). Gods
power is displayed beautifully in His creation and
we can experience that same power.

also not saying that everything we pray for will be
given to us, especially worldly and selfish requests.
However, the greatest need in our lives, our need
for the atonement of our sins, is met adequately
and completely by God’s magnificence and might.
God’s redemptive power, when we accept it, heals
and restores us from sin. Christ’s blood became
the compensation for our sin, past, present, and
future. God shares His power with us by the
Holy Spirit. He frees us from the power of sin, by
enabling us to resist temptation. He sanctifies us
to look and love more like Him. He emboldens us
to share His gospel with others. So then, when we
wallow in our sin, letting guilt and shame linger,
our doubts are like raised fists of defiance to God,
quietly questioning if He is good or should really
be trusted.

Let us then, pray boldly, knowing that God’s
power is sufficient in creating and sustaining the
universe. His power is sufficient for salvation and
drawing people to himself. His power is sufficient
for restoring relationships and binding up physical
and emotional wounds. Our faith recognizes that
God is bigger than any challenge life sends. Let
us not become so hopeless that we don’t turn our
Now let me not create any confusion, I am not
requests to Him. Cry out to God, His promise is
saying that challenges or difficultly will never be
clear, “and call on me in the day of trouble; I will
If our
you lives,
are interested
in the
learning
moreI am
about how
youyou,
canand
serve
the honor
Prayerme.
Ministry,
present in
often quite
contrary.
deliver
youinwill
” (Psalm 50:15)
please contact Alison Carnahan at alnicoles@aol.com.

Our Pastoral Staff:
D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children

Judd Cochran, Minister of Students
Vicki Hollon, D.Min., Minister of Older Adults
Christopher Mack, Minister of Young Adults Jacob Sensenig, Minister of Music & Worship Arts
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