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Vision casting for 2020-21
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our TriPoint Campus.
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Available to watch anytime
on our YouTube channel.
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2020-2021 recipients!
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Pastoral Reflections

Leadership Lessons From Bike Riding

L

eadership is like riding a bicycle.
Keep your balance, and keep moving forward are essential to arriving at your destination. Otherwise you
wreck. Most of the time you maintain
your balance by steering straightforward.
But as needed, when you lean right or
left to turn in your destination’s direction, you still have to stay centered in the
turn to maintain your balance. Leaders
who stay focused on their destination,
become aware when course directions
are required – like briefly steering right
or left. But the turn results in purposively
coming out of the shift by again straightening up and going forward.
A leader, like a bicyclist, peddles at the
speed needed in light of the terrain and
time demands. You pump harder to go
uphill. You pump easier when going
downhill. You pump at the rate on the
straightaways that fits your capacity to
maintain balance, along with your desire
to be safe or daring. You adjust to the
challenges of your environment.

Like bicyclists, leaders have to handle
headwinds along the way. I remember
during a family beach vacation feeling
how easy it was to peddle going out and
how hard it was when peddling back
in. The difference was peddling with or
against the wind. There are leadership
moments when circumstances are lined
up like a supportive wind, and there are
stretches in leadership when you have to
be fiercer because the winds of opposition intensify.
Balance and peddling in God’s direction
are the means by which we end up where
we want to be at journey’s end. “O Lord,
help me maintain balance by your abiding
presence, and keep me peddling by daily
setting Your purposes before me.”

Pastor Les

Dr. Leslie Hollon
Senior Pastor

Updates

These last months have been challenging for all of us. The impact of COVID-19 is epic.
The pandemic has changed “normal life.” Our togetherness in the midst of the strain is
a sign of God’s strength – strengthening us. By God’s grace and your support, Trinity’s
ministries are adapting successfully to meet the challenge. Though not perfectly, we
have faithfully & effectively shared the gospel message to our hurting world.
Our ability to pivot & adapt successfully would not be possible without your financial
partnership. And our continued giving will make it possible for us to end the church
year (10/1/19 - 9/30/20) with the needed momentum of our growing church. We are
reducing expenses as a part of our adjustment to current realities. All the while our
local & global mission partners are able to count on us. We are boldly sharing God’s
love because of you.

Pastor Les
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Sermon Series by Pastor Les Hollon Town Hall
“GOD, WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?”
Forum
(Case Studies from Acts)
Continue reading Acts, the fifth book of the New Testament. And you
will see how first-generation Christians lived through times more troubling than our own. Which is why this summer I am preaching from
Acts by asking the same question everyone is asking – God, Where Do
We Go From Here?

Pastor Les

August 2
“First Called Christian?”
Acts 11:19-30
August 9
“Dazed, Peter Came To Himself ”
Acts 12:1-19a
August 16
“Our Life Mission?”
Acts 12:25; 13:1-3; 14:21-28
Co-preaching with
Christopher Mack

August 23
“Working Out Disagreements
In Our Divided World”
Acts 15:1-15, 36-40
August 30
“Figuring Out What To Do Next?”
Acts 16:6-15
Service at TriPoint, followed by a
presentation of our 2020-21
Ministry Plan
September 6
“Making God Known In
Our Confusing World”
Acts 17:16-34

Our Pastors and Trustees have been
working with ministry teams to
form our 2020-21 Ministry Plans.
During the unique demands of the
COVID-19 pandemic world, we are
envisioning God’s hope for the future. Our plans include adapting and
pivoting as needed along the way.
All of our pastors will be making
presentations about the ministry
areas of Trinity. We know that you
will want to join us either in person
or by Zoom. The Town Hall Forum
will begin shortly after the close of
our morning worship service, which
will be held at Tripoint. For those
coming in person, box lunches can
be reserved for you.
Please respond if you would like a
boxed lunch. Call Mary Hamilton
210-738-7754, email
mhamilton@trinitybaptist.org or
reserve online.

What I’m Currently Reading
Like you, I am reading, listening, and participating in video conferences around COVID-19 and our future,
especially for the church. Here are some of the books I am reading:

Tune in to Pastor Les’ 30 min. weekday radio program on KSLR 630AM & 930AM at 6:30am & 6:30pm

/LesHollon
2

Music & Worship Arts

A People of Prayer

T

ypically, in my August Trumpet
article, I would be announcing a
slew of programs starting back in
the month of August.
However, as we are all
aware, this isn’t our
typical August and it’s
certainly not going to be
our typical fall.
At the same time, I’m
convinced that God is
on the move in San
Antonio and through
the ministries of Trinity
Baptist Church. God is
doing something new in
the midst of an unprecedented pandemic and
for that I give thanks!

For so long we’ve taken
for granted the fact
that Sunday morning worship was always
here. Like many of you, I’ve attended a
church service almost every Sunday of
my entire life. We’ve fallen into the trap of
thinking that if we miss one week it’s not
going to really matter. TBC will be there
next week. Many of us have also fallen
prey to letting the rhythm of attending
worship with some regularity serve as our
only form of spiritual nourishment.

3

I think COVID-19 and the social isolation that goes along with it is causing us
to rethink our priorities. It’s helping us
to realize that our own spiritual development and moments of worship can’t be
handed off to professional pastors or seasoned church leaders. God’s intention was
never for the church to be the place where
we come to get our cups filled. It’s a place
where people whose cups are overflowing
with love for God to gather together to
give honor and glory our Triune God.

During this time, I’m finding that moments of personal prayer and worship
are more important than ever before. It
is my prayer that during
this season you aren’t
falling away from spiritual
formation and worship,
but instead, that you are
leaning in. I pray that your
personal devotional life is
growing more sustaining
and important as well!
I’ve been trying to practice Paul’s admonition in
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
(ESV) to “pray without
ceasing, give thanks in
all circumstances; for
this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.”
God desires that our
response, regardless of
circumstance, would be to turn to him in
prayer. I’m doing this while I walk, while
I shower, throughout the day, and before
I go to sleep. Prayer has become more
vital in this season and I promise that I
am praying for you and lifting you up in
prayer.
Over the last few months we’ve created
a lot of musical resources to use in these
moments of personal worship. On the opposite page you can find links to several
of the recordings we put together. Please
help us share these resources as we seek to
lift high the name of Jesus Christ in San
Antonio and around the globe.

Jacob Sensenig
Minister of Music
& Worship Arts

Worship Videos

Watch inspiring worship videos created by the Music & Worship Arts Ministry along with Trinity Productions
anytime by visiting our YouTube channel Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio. You can also watch past sermons,
Faith Collective Videos, Children’s Ministry Moments, and more. Make sure to subscribe to our channel so you
never miss a new video!

Blessed Assurance

Cornerstone

King of Kings

By Faith

Lift High The Cross

Power of the Cross
Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio
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S

ummer 2020 was not anything like
we planned for our children. Life
has sent us all such an unexpected
series of events; empty hallways without
the sounds of children’s laughter; children’s sermons without hugs and smiles;
VBS virtual, but without kids and volunteers. So many lost plans and missed
opportunities to build relationships. If I
ponder too long on all of this, I feel very
distressed.
Then I remember that with God all
things are possible. Even though we have
not physically been together, through all
of the technology that we have available
in the 21st century, ministry went on!
This summer may not have been what
we planned but God has done some
amazing things. You will see some of the
incredible ways we were able to continue
ministry pictured right.
Thank you, Trinity, for your prayers and
financial support you continue to give so
that ministry continues to our youngest
members. We have had so many responses and connections from not only kids
in San Antonio, but kids from all over
the United States. It’s not what I planned
for the summer, but God has reminded
me, He is in control and His plans will be
accomplished.

Dr. Debbie Potter

Minister of Children
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Sunday School

During this time, we have had to get creative with
Sunday School to keep the children engaged. We have
taken the time to put together our own curriculum
using comics to address social justice issues that are
part of the human experience that have been with us
since the beginning of time. The Old Testament stories
we have chosen will address these issues.

Virtual VBS

We had a blast engaging with families for Bolt VBS!
We were able to reach an estimated 350 children from
San Antonio and beyond. During VBS, we learned
about listening to, focusing on, and following God.
Each week the kids played fun games, learned new
origami art, listened to music, and gave back to our
San Antonio community through our Kids Feeding
Kids service project.

Children’s Newsletter

Our Children’s Newsletter, News from the Ark, is a
great way to stay up to date with our ministry activities during this time. New editions contain photos
from our families at home, new baby welcomes, and
information on how to interact with us virtually. We
mail out copies of News from the Ark at the beginning
of each month and digital copies are also available on
the Children’s Ministry website.

The Dr. Deb Show

The Dr. Deb Show, a new family favorite, was created to connect with families during this challenging
time. Season 2 of The Dr. Deb Show teaches about
kindness and virtues while featuring new interactive
activities and challenges that you can try at home,
new guests, and lots of fun. Join us for new episodes
on our YouTube channel or on Facebook.

The Dr. Deb Show TBC

@tbcchildrens_ministry

/tbcchildrensministrySATX

/tbcpdo
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Student Ministry
Back to School

W

hile we are not out of the
woods with COVID-19 yet,
school is about to start which
means we are about to have a brand
new schedule for you for the fall semester. We are adding back in our Sunday
morning Bible study, adding new online
devotionals for you on Wednesdays, we
will continue to have our Wednesday
night Zoom meeting, and hopefully we
can begin to meet back together in-person this fall semester as well. So, what
will the new schedule look like? Here is
a glimpse:
Sunday
•

•

•
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Tuesday

Youth Bible Study from 9am-10am.
•
This will be the time that we get
together to go through our Sunday
School lesson. Some of our Sunday
School teachers will continue to lead
us through the Bible as we have been
doing for the past 2 years. The lesson
will be sent out to you on Thursday so
take a look at it and be prepared.
•
Parent Involvement: Parents, this is
a great time for you to be involved in
discipling your student. We will cover
the “His Story” section in our time
together so we encourage you to follow-up with the application sections
of “Head, Heart, and Hands” to help
your student understand how to live
out the scripture that we have been
talking about.
Worship at 10:45am. We encourage
you to worship together as a family
by Livestream or by Facebook Live.
This is a great opportunity for you
to worship with your family through
music, scripture reading, and through
the reading of God’s word together as
a family.

AM-Devotional. On Tuesday mornings you can expect a short 5-10 minute devotional to be released on our
social media platforms. This will be a
devotional to challenge our students
as well as get them prepared for our
Wednesday evening Zoom.
Tuesday you can expect an email with
the Zoom Meeting Information for
Wednesday Evening as well as Sunday
Morning.

Wednesday
•

Zoom Meeting at 6:30pm. Our
Wednesday evening Zoom Meetings
will incorporate the short devotional that our students will have access
to on Tuesday mornings. From that
devotional we will read additional
scripture as well as further discuss
what God has in store for our lives.

•

Parent Involvement: Parents will
have access to the Tuesday morning
devotional along with our students.
Parents please utilize these short devotionals as a way to further disciple
your student. Continued on p. 8

•

Please ask questions, have discussion with your
student, and teach them what scripture is saying
through the scriptures that we discuss.

Thursday
•

church and the Student Ministry. We look forward to
continuing to partner with you this fall. As a church
family we are setting a goal to resume in-person meetings on Sunday, October 4th and Faith Family Night
activities on Wednesday, October 7th.

Thursday you should expect the Sunday School
Lesson in your inbox so that our students can be
ready for the Sunday morning discussion.

We know that this time has been difficult, but also
know that God continues to work in the life of our

Judd Cochran
Minister of Students

Drive-In Movie

I just want to thank each of you who came out to the Drive in Movie on Thursday, July 23, at the Stars and Stripes
Drive-In Theater. Thank you for a great night and thank you for inviting your friends to join us.
Because of you, we were able to fellowship with 125 of our closest friends, yet still social distance. It was great
to see so many faces for the first time in a while. Thank you for making this event a success! We look forward to
doing it again in the fall.

Student Ministry Social Media

Make sure you are following on Facebook and Instagram for updates. If you have not been receiving emails from
us, please send me a text (210-449-8090) or an email (jcochran@trinitybaptist.org) with your correct contact
information so that we can get you on the list.
We know these are trying times, but we want to continue to minister to you and your family. My prayer is that
this time will give you the opportunity to disciple your students, and that the church will become stronger as a
result of these times. We hope to see you soon!
@tbcstudents_sa

/students.tbc
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Young Adults Ministry

2020-2021 Young Adult Ministry Kick Off

E

xplorers Lewis and Clark had to adapt. They set out to find a waterway from the
east coast to the Pacific Ocean. Then they were staring down the Rocky Mountains. Impassible by canoe. What to do?

Before us are significant “mountains.” Changes in how those in their 20s/30s/40s
connect to their spirituality and churches. COVID-19 recovery in health and practice.
Real economic concerns. Fresh calls for racial justice. What proverbial “canoes” might
we leave behind to join God’s unchanging mission of connecting transformative gospel
to the needs and brokenness of our culture and world?
Throughout the month, we want to encourage young(er) adults at Trinity Baptist to
read (or audiobook listen) through Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger in the
month of August. August Higgins and Juliana Monteiro have created phenomenal supplemental prayer prompts, and artistic reflections to enhance our communal creative
and contemplative journey. Wednesday, September
2nd, we will have a zoom kick off meeting at 7pm for
discussion, reflection, and prayerful stepping out in
bold faithfulness. Email ahiggins@trinitybaptist.org
Christopher Mack
for more information on the supplemental pdf aids,
Minister of
Younger Adults
and check church social media for video reflections.

Creating Our Way Through
6 Week Fall Small Group

FIVE FILMS ON ART & SALVATION led by Juliana Monteiro and Aaron Gonzales
Join us on Mondays, August 31st-October
12th (not meeting Labor Day 9/7) at 7pm
on Zoom.
Art…is a means of union among [humans], joining them together in the same
feelings, and indispensable for the life and
progress toward well-being of individuals
and of humanity. — Leo Tolstoy, adapted
for inclusion from his essay What is Art?
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We create to emulate.
We create to resuscitate.
We create because we bleed.
We create to heal.
We create to both die and rebirth.
We create because we cannot help it!

Humans create in as many ways as there
are of us! During a time where it is easy to
become passive in our staring at screens,
let’s engage God’s gifts of creativity to
express and connect with Jesus the Christ
in us and among us. You don’t have to
consider yourself an artist, because you
are made in God’s image you already
are full of creative potential ready to be
expressed.

Liturgies For Parents

For those on Instagram, I have enjoyed following @LiturgiesForParents.
They post topical prayers for families. As a Godfather and pastor who
prays and cares for his godson and goddaughter, as well as for each of
your children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren, these prayers help
shape and direct those prayers. I cannot vouch for everything they have or
will post, but I have been blessed by following them over the past couple
of months.

July Weekly
Book Group

“God doesn’t change: he seeks and
he saves. And our response to God
as he reveals himself in Jesus doesn’t
change: we listen and we follow. Or
we don’t.” –Eugene Peterson
Thanks to Juliana Monteiro, Paula
Potter, Arthur Queen, and Steve Lee
who took turns as guest facilitators
each week of this July Young Adult
small group as we read through the
book A Long Obedience in the
Same Direction.

College & Emerging Adults Ministry
MidWeek

Join us Tuesday nights at 7pm on Zoom as we explore the topic, “How to
Read the Bible!” The Bible is a beautiful, complex book filled with an array
of genres. Learning how to read scripture through these specific lenses
allows us to better read this ancient text.

Weekly Bible Reading

Head over to our Instagram account, @tbc_caea and check out our weekly Bible reading list posted to our story.
Every day we will post the scripture to read that corresponds with our MidWeek lesson. As we read daily, we pray,
take notes, ask questions, and share what we are learning about with our community.
Sarah Sensenig
Minister of College & Emerging Adults
tbc_caea
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Older Adults Ministry

What Does “Normal” Mean to You?
My son recently reminded me that 100 years ago we were also facing the requirement
to wear face masks with the influenza pandemic of 1918 and 1919. According to
www.history.com in an article titled “When Mask-Wearing Rules in the 1918
Pandemic Faced Resistance”, in the United States that pandemic “ultimately killed
around 675,000 people, local governments rolled out initiatives to try to stop its
spread. These varied by region, and included closing schools and places of public
amusement, enforcing “no-spitting” ordinances, encouraging people to use handkerchiefs or disposable tissues and requiring people to wear masks in public.”
In 2013, Trinity Baptist Church was introduced to singer, song writer, and guitarist,
Allen Levi. We quickly came to appreciate not only his refreshing, down-to-earth
songs, but we were also blessed by Allen’s authenticity and beautiful spirit. Lately I
have been thinking about his song, “Shoulder to Shoulder.” In that song Allen sings,
“Shoulder to shoulder we will navigate this light, we will make it through this obstacle
course called life.”
While looking back in history can quickly remind us that what we like to think of
as “normal” is relative, I do not want to discount the “obstacle course” it feels like
we are dealing with right now. We are all being reminded that it is not our external
circumstances that we can put our trust in, it is our
relationship with God, with our self, and with others
that center us. Our trust in God is our anchor and
Vicki Hollon, D.Min.
our relationships with others help us to deal with any
Minister of
obstacles. Enjoy Allen Levi’s song by clicking here.
Older Adults

So Many Ways to Serve Our Neighbors;
May We Not Grow Weary

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is
not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:58 NIV
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1. Face masks are still needed for adults and children 10 years or older when in public. They can be handcrafted or purchased.
2. You can buy face masks online and ship to the SACRD.org mask drive. The address
is: 1150 N Loop 1604 W / Ste. 108-295 San Antonio TX 78248
3. Email ann.helmke@sanantonio.gov if you can volunteer to be at TriPoint from
1:00–3:00pm on Thursdays, to receive mask donations.
4. By taking this COVID-19 Survey, your feedback will help our community identify
the impact of the pandemic. Your individual responses will be kept anonymous
and only made available to City of San Antonio Metropolitan Health District combined and reported as a group: https://www.research.net/r/SACOVIDWEB

A Call to Action

There is a lot we do not know about the circumstances we are living in. However, what we do know as
Christians is that now is the perfect time to be part of
a Small Group. I encourage you to consider starting a
new group by asking 5-7 of your TBC friends to join
you in leading this initiative to form a short-term discipleship group. Now is also the right time to ask each
of your core group to reach out and invite someone
new to join the small group. There are plenty of people
in our community that need fellowship and a reminder of God’s presence during this pandemic.

A Long Obedience in
the Same Direction:
Discipleship in an
Instant Society by
Eugene Peterson,
1980

The Road Back to
You: An Enneagram
Journey to SelfDiscovery by Ian
Morgan Cron and
Suzanne Stabile
Oct 4, 2016

Be creative! You may choose to organize now and start
the group as it cools off. You can meet in the shade
of someone’s backyard, or a park while maintaining
social distance and/or wear masks. You can use an
online tool such as Zoom as a meeting place, or enjoy
refreshment at an outdoor cafe.
Below are just some of the books I would recommend
you consider for your study. Please email me if you are
open to discuss this at vhollon@trinitybaptist.org.

Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for
Racial Reconciliationby Latasha Morrison,
Jennie Allen
et al. Oct 15, 2019

Christianity Beyond
Belief: Following Jesus
for the Sake of Others
by Todd D. Hunter
and Eugene H.
Peterson May 4, 2010

Simply Christian:
Why Christianity
Makes Sense by N. T.
Wright Feb 9, 2010

Pathways to Hope Virtual Conference
The 5th Annual Pathways to Hope Virtual Conference is
August 21 & 22, 2020. This is a free city-wide conference
that brings the faith community together with the health
care community to discuss how San Antonio is working
to improve the mental health care system and the path
to recovery for people living with a mental illness.
Topic Highlights will include:
• Your COVID-19 Journey
• Living Well with a Mental Health Diagnosis
• Speaking to Faith and Mental Health
• Navigating a Mental Health Crisis
Admission is FREE, but you do have to register to attend. For more information visit: https://www.pathwaystohope.net/.
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Stewardship

A Challenge from the Past
As we celebrate Trinity’s 71 years of ministry, we are reminded of the important
role the Trumpet has played in the work
of our Church. As an example of the
Trumpet’s servant role, the following short
article, titled Give and Live, appeared in
the November, 1988 issue of the Trumpet:
“All that is not given…is lost,” Buckner
Fanning quotes Eric Fromm, noted psychotherapist and author. He continues to
quote Fromm: “The essential difference
between the unhappy, neurotic person
and one of great joy is the difference between get and give.” How often we read in
the Bible and in the Book of Life the same
truth as expressed in this poem.
Money will buy:
“A bed but not sleep,
Books but not brains,
Food but not appetite,
Finery but not beauty,
A house but not a home,
Medicine but not health,
Luxuries but not culture
Fun but not happiness,
Religion but not salvation.”
Let us think about it….and maybe our
thinking will inspire us all to give and live.
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each
of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful
giver. (II Corinthian 9:6-7)
Written by Wayne Grant
Stewardship Team Leader
14
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Scholarship Recipients

The Trinity Scholarship Team congratulates the 2020-2021 Scholarship Recipients!
Scholarships were awarded from the Dan & Mildred McLendon Scholarship Fund, Rouse Memorial Endowment Fund, and the Gloria Reyes Scholarship Fund. Scholarships are awarded to those seeking an undergraduate
degree or a career in Christian ministry. To view all scholarship recipients,
view pages 17-18.
These scholarships are available only through God’s Providence and the
Generosity of His Church. Gifts to the Trinity Scholarship Fund are always
welcome. If you are interested in contributing to one of the scholarship
funds, please contact Robert Stein at (210) 733-6201, or email
rstein@trinitybaptist.org.
The 2019-2020 Scholarship Team members are: Sandee Johns, Chair; Marcia Barr, Anita Foster,
Kay Montgomery, Arline Patterson, Michael Shanklin, and Sandra Stone.

Worship Protocols
Our 10:45am Sunday morning worship is provided in-person and online through Facebook live and Livestream through our website. We’ve
highlighted that week by week we may need to modify protocols for
our services – depending on the latest news, orders, and recommendations related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Because of the recent spike of
COVID cases in the San Antonio region, we post our protocols weekly on
our website in addition to other important updates.
We’ve made several adjustments, such as face coverings are currently
required to enter the building and throughout the entire service. Pews
have been sectioned off to ensure physical distancing and hand sanitizer
stations are located in the foyers. Your health and safety are a priority!
Whether online or in person, we are grateful for God’s enduring and
endearing presence. We are guided by the early Christian writer’s words
found in Hebrews 12:28 “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with
reverence and awe.”

Mark Barr

Church Administrator
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Missions Ministry

Repair of St. Luke Baptist Church Cross

Mike Smith and Terry Green were visiting
with Joe Barber on Wednesday, June 17th
at St. Luke Baptist Church when a neighbor to the church reported that the large
cross at the front of the main building had
been pushed over. After looking the scene
over, it was clear that someone or something had pushed the large wood cross
over and severely broken the main vertical
beam about 12 inches above the ground.
Since the main beam was not completely
separated apart, Terry thought it could be
repaired using a “box” repair, around the
broken area of the beam. Joe was thankful
for the offer to repair and Terry and Mike
began planning on how to implement
the repair. Materials were obtained and
volunteers recruited from the Gary Higgs
Men’s Bible Study Class and the repair
completed on Friday, June 19.
This cross has been in the ground since
about 2008, so it is a bit loose in its concrete base. There are plans to go back to
St. Luke and put a little more concrete
around the base of the cross to reinforce
the vertical beam.
The cross now once again stands tall to
help symbolize the sacrifice Jesus made
to those who pass by St. Luke Baptist
Church.
Written by Terry Green
Missions Ministry Team Member

COVID-19 Special Funding Campaign

16
15

More than $35,000 has already been given in mission responses to COVID-19. They
include: the Wednesday Wellness ministry of St. Luke Baptist Church; the downtown
work of Christian Assisted Ministry; the food ministry of Daily Bread, and the SA
Food Bank; Alpha Home; masks for the most vulnerable in S.A.; families in desperate
need; and the global hotspot work of the Baptist World Alliance.

Backpack Drive for Alpha Home
Wow!! It’s that time of the year again. Even though our world has looked different lately, we are confident that
kiddos will be going to school in some form or fashion and they will need a new BACKPACK filled with school
supplies for Alpha Home.
Collecting backpacks for Alpha Home clients’ children was such a huge success last year, that Trinity Baptist
Church has made the decision to sponsor 50 Backpacks for them again this year. If you and/or your family would
like to participate, please follow theses steps:
•
•
•

Step 1: Click here to view the school supply list. Choose any
grade level that you would like to buy a backpack and fill with
those supplies. Yes…you may do more than 1.
Step 2: Please label with Boy or Girl and the grade level that
the supplies were purchased for.
Step 3: Please return to the front desk at church no later than
August 5, 2020.

Thanks for your support of this critical ministry. Children are
our future and anytime we can help with a joyful heart it brings
glory to God. If you need any additional information, you can
call Janet Martin at 210-275-5606.
Written by Janet Martin
Missions Ministry Team Member

Faith Convening

Over the past few months the Faith Convening Team continues to operate as best as possible despite the challenges of
COVID-19. Here are some activities that are going on:
1. Feeding homeless veterans. We provided 150 meals for
the homeless vets living at the G.I. Forum near Haven for
Hope for Memorial Day and 4th of July. We are planning
another meal for Veterans day in the fall.
2. The neighborhood schools that we partner with are
concerned about the changes for the fall related to
COVID-19, extra challenges for distance learning especially for those on free/reduced lunch, and limited family
budgets for school supplies. There has been some brainstorming about ways to help, but nothing concrete yet.
3. The group is interested in some internal dialogue related
to racism in the US. Possible ideas are starting a book
club, inviting guest speakers or participating in other
programs offered around the city.

Blue Jean Drive
September will be here before you know
it and that means “new” or “gently used”
pairs of blue jeans are collected for one of
our Local Mission Partners, CAM (Christian Assistant Ministry). These blue jeans
are used to help the less fortunate. The
waist sizes most needed are 28 thru 34 but
we certainly would take any size.
Last year we collected over 50 pairs of blue
jeans. Trinity Family, let’s see if we can
match or exceed last year. There will be
one barrel in the reception area to place
your jeans donation. The last day to drop
off jeans is September 30th.
Written by Janet Martin
Missions Ministry Team Member
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MCLENDON SCHOLARSHIP
FUND RECIPIENTS

18
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Hailey Ballard
Bachelor’s in Communications/Religious Studies
Trinity University. Current
Plans: Active TBC Music
Intern

Brooklyn Purcell
Bachelor’s in Human Development Family Studies
Texas Tech University
Future Plans: Nursing
School

Faith Brough
Bachelor’s in Rehabilitative
Sciences, University of the
Incarnate Word
Future Plans: Complete
doctoral program

Elizabeth Purcell
Bachelor’s in Health and
Society, University of Texas
at Austin. Future Plans:
Develop her love of science

Hudson Callender
Bachelor’s in Political Science & Economics, Trinity
University. Current Plans:
Summer internship in
Washington DC with Senator John Cornyn

Jazciel Solis
Bachelor’s in English: Technical & Professional Writing, Our Lady of the Lake
University. Future Plans:
Master’s in Non-Profit Organization Management

Jonathan Caraway
Summer school at San
Antonio College. Future
Plans: Transfer to Schreiner
University in the fall

Alexis Wood
Bachelor’s in Business
Administration, Texas Tech
University. Current Plans:
Continue working in Lubbock and participating in
local church community

Audrey Graham
Bachelor’s in Kinesiology
Texas Tech University
Current Plans: Swim team
coach, Cross Fit Coach at
University Rec Center

Nolan Wu
Bachelor’s in Business Management, Trinity University
Current Plans: Summer
2020 Management Consultancy in Honolulu, HI

Linda Lanty
Bachelor’s in Psychology,
Texas A & M University
Current Plans: Various active roles in TBC Youth and
Children’s Ministries

		

Continued on p. 18

(Not Pictured)
Christian Brough
Bachelor’s in Actuarial Science, University of Texas at San Antonio. Future Plans:
Master’s in Data Analytics

Victoria Wood
Bachelor’s in Exercise Physiology, University of Mary Hardin Baylor Future
Plans: Seek Personal Trainer position
after graduation

Paul Thurman
Biology pre-major, St. Philip’s College.
Future Plans: Complete Zoology degree
at Texas A & M San Antonio

Lane Young
Bachelor’s in Business/Law, University of
the Incarnate Word. Future Plans: Graduate studies in Government Law

ROUSE ENDOWMENT & REYES
SCHOLARSHIP FUND RECIPIENTS
Ethan Getrost
Bachelor’s in Human
Behavior and Bachelor’s in
Theological Studies, Baptist
University of the Americas.
Current Plans: TBC Associate Student Minister

Paul Loachamin
Master’s of Divinity/Spiritual Formation
Truett Theological Seminary. Current Plans: Worship Leader at Western
Heights Baptist Church

Claudia Gonzalez
Master’s of Divinity
Logsdon Seminary
Future Plans: Fulfill calling
to minister to Muslims

Monica Murphy
Master’s of Divinity
Logsdon Seminary
Current Plans: TBC Children’s Ministry Supervisor

Rosa Gutierrez
Bachelor’s in Human
Behavior and Bachelor’s in
Theological Studies
Baptist University of the
Americas. Future Plans:
Pursue a Master’s at Wayland Baptist University

Javier Vargas
Dual Master’s in Family
Ministry and Master’s in
Clinical Counseling and
Marriage & Family Therapy, Logsdon Seminary.
Future Plans: To serve the
needs of the Spanish 		
speaking community
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Nangie Lowrie Scholarship Fund
Congratulations to Melissa Getrost and
Veronica Gibbens on being selected to
receive the Nangie Lowrie Scholarship.
This scholarship fund is specifically for
Alpha Home employees who are looking
to further their skills related to addiction
recovery.

Melissa works in Alpha Home’s Wellness
Center and Veronica is a Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome (NAS) Outreach Counselor with Alpha Home’s Family First
Program.
If you would like to donate to the Nangie
Lowrie Scholarship Fund, please contact
Alpha Home at (210) 735-3822.

Alpha Home
It’s the people that make a house a home, and you are like family to us! And in times of
need, a family pulls together to keep the spirit of recovery with grace and dignity alive
and well in San Antonio. This summer, we are trying something new! We’ve had some
financial setbacks due to COVID-19 and we are working on ways to revamp our services
to better suit our clients virtually and in person when feasible.
Alpha Home has provided a pathway to recovery since 1966 and we expect our service
needs to grow due to increase in drug/alcohol use and depression/mental health issues
we are experiencing during this pandemic.
In 54 years, over 23,500 lives have been touched, helping to heal women, men and their
children while rebuilding lives, families and communities. As you can imagine, this is a
big family to support, and now our homes need your assistance. We rely on donations of
about $2,500 a day to keep the homes and programs up and running and to work with
these women to:
•
•
•
•
•

Implement recovery skills into daily living patterns
Maintain abstinence and sobriety
Reunify them with their children and spouses
Increase self-sufficiency through empowerment
Find meaningful work

Through a variety of counseling and therapeutic programs in a familiar and comfortable
environment, these women can change the direction of their families for generations to
come!
Continued on p. 20
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“I only wish I could do so much more. I really believe y’all saved my daughter’s life. And she’s going to do wonderful things with her life, thanks to Alpha and sobriety. Money hardly can touch my gratitude.” – Parent of an Alpha
Home Alumni
“I feel truly blessed and grateful to have gone through Alpha Home. The most challenging part was looking at my
codependent defects. Process group was my favorite and I learned coping skills and boundaries.” – Diana, Former
Alpha Home Resident (name changed for client safety)
Home is where the heart is, and we need your financial support today to keep the passion flowing in our homes,
staff and programs. Kindly consider donating today! Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
Written by Samantha Coleman
Alpha Home Marketing & Events Specialist

C.A.R.E. Receivers Birthdays

Though these members can’t always worship with us, they are an important part of our Faith Family. We
invite you to send a card to let them know you care.
August 14
Georgia Rustand
Landon Ridge Alamo Ranch Asst
Living & Memory Care
11349 Alamo Ranch Pkwy, Apt 204
San Antonio, TX 78253

With Deepest Sympathy
The family and friends of Hardy Clemons, 7.1.20
The family and friends of Linda Gulledge, 7.6.20
The family and friends of Earl Condra, 7.8.20
The family and friends of Lupita Barnes, 7.10.20
The family and friends of Florence Gonzales, 7.19.20
The family and friends of Jim Chapman, 7.27.20
The family and friends of Dale Wood, 7.28.20
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From the Prayer Ministry
trinity prayer
Colossians 4:2

By Alison Carnahan, coordinator of the Prayer Ministry

Flexing Our Prayer Muscles
We recognize that we live in a world where we
must hope for the best but prepare for the worst.
We serve an omnipotent, omniscient, and merciful God, but because of sin our earthly fortune is
not guaranteed. We must remain vigilant in our
study of God’s word and especially in prayer.

tion. When we allow ourselves to focus on what
we have to be thankful for, we are empowered to
serve more faithfully and be more effective for
kingdom work.

Let me speak for a moment about prayer and its
part in our spiritual fitness. If we were going to
Galatians 6:2 NIV says, “Carry each other’s burbe honest, we’d have to admit that prayer is, for
dens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of
the most part, an undisciplined area of our spiriChrist.” You don’t have to spend long looking at
tual life. It is sporadic at best, erratic most of the
the state of the world to feel the gravity of this
time, and often more routine than powerful. It
command. Each day we hear of many who are
is an untapped resource, an unexplored avenue.
physically ill, spiritually defeated, or emotionally
It is talked about more than anything else and
bankrupt. So how are we to help? How can we
practiced less than anything else. And yet, for the
make a significant impact in people’s live? Colosbeliever it remains one of the necessary disciplines
sians 4:2 NIV reminds us that we must “Devote
we must implant in our spiritual lives if we are
ourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”
going to continue to be conformed to the image
So first, we must tune our hearts to the needs
of Christ. As with any spiritual discipline, beginaround us. Allow compassion and understanding
ning a fuller prayer life can be uncomfortable,
to be our first reaction in all circumstances. We
even painful. It’s like weightlifting for our souls.
should listen to the Spirit’s voice and be sensiAs we persist though, we strengthen our spiritual
tive to the needs God has called us personally to
muscle of prayer. We are more perceptive to God
intercede. Then, God has commissioned us to fall and to others. Our faith grows and the practice
on our faces before him and bring these things to
itself becomes more natural. We become stronger,
Him. No matter how great or insurmountable a
we develop endurance and we are better equipped
situation may seem, we have faith and hope in a
to carry other’s burdens. Let us daily not only get
God who is greater and stronger and more wise.
those prayer muscles warm, but let’s work them
So many of us limit our praying because we are
to their fullest, knowing that God will give us the
not reckless in our confidence of God. How would stamina to continue. We must dedicate ourselves
reckless belief cause us to change our prayer lives? to prayer! We must not give up easily. We must
Ultimately, we must be thankful in every situanot get discouraged. We must steadily continue.
If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry,
please contact Alison Carnahan at alnicoles@aol.com.

Our Pastoral Staff:
D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children

Judd Cochran, Minister of Students
Vicki Hollon, D.Min., Minister of Older Adults
Christopher Mack, Minister of Young Adults Jacob Sensenig, Minister of Music & Worship Arts
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