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Pastoral Reflections

Habits of the Heart

R

ecently, Vicki & I celebrated our
44th wedding anniversary. Wow.
What an adventure. Glad that 11
of those years have been with you – our
Trinity family. No two years of our marriage have been the same. And no one
year at Trinity has been the same as any
of the other 10. This has never been more
true than what all of us are experiencing
right now.
What I continue to learn in marriage is
what I continue to know as Pastor
– walk together in God’s direction and
keep putting one foot in front of the
other – moving in that same direction.
Adapt and don’t be deterred. Be humbly
bold from learning and doing. Then, one
day at a time, by moving in God’s direction, we get through all the challenges,
including COVID-19, and are glad
where we end up.
Along the way we may get tired. Maybe you feel fatigued right now from the

changes you’ve had to make like the
efforts required to learn about Zoom,
webinars, live-streaming worship and
Bible studies, social media, and other
virtual platforms. Understood. All of the
new ways, combined with the loss
of getting together in person with ease
– is exhausting.
But then we get refreshed. Rewarded by
realizing that our new habits, as they become habits of the heart – help get us to
where we want to be – moving in God’s
direction. Connecting us in fresh ways to
love God with all of who we are and loving people with the same grace required
to love ourselves.

Pastor Les

Dr. Leslie Hollon
Senior Pastor

Truett Seminary Coming to Trinity
Trinity Baptist Church is glad to partner
with Baylor’s Truett Seminary in providing world class seminary opportunities
for the greater San Antonio region. Trinity’s long-term relationship with Baylor
is strengthened by our friendship with
many of Truett’s current faculty, graduates, and students. Working alongside
Truett’s leadership team, especially Dean
Todd Still, and TBC’s leadership team –
in order for this development to become
a reality, has been sacred fun. We look
forward to a dynamic future in serving
God and meeting the needs of people.
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Click here to read the press release from
Baylor University.

Sermon Series by Pastor Les Hollon
“GOD, WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?” (Case Studies from Acts)

We, and I mean everybody, are trying to figure out what the future looks like in light of the massive changes
brought by the COVID-19 Pandemic – and the urgent need to heal our racial wounds. God shows us how by
shining enough light on today so we can see the trail leading to tomorrow. Then with faith we pursue the future
boldly & humbly.
People of biblical faith have had to rise to these kind of challenges in the past. The Spirit who guided them forward is guiding us forward. My next 5 sermons are based from lessons shown in the opening chapters of Acts.
Why? Because in this remarkable account we see how first century Christians learned as they lived. With courageous faith they figured it out along the way by trusting God’s promises. Their examples form case studies that
teach us today.
May 31
“Pentecost: Hope for the Ages”
Acts 2:1-12, 21, 32-33, 37-38

June 21
“Fathers, Showing The Way Forward”
Acts 5:27-42

June 7
“Seeing Your Life Resources Differently”
Acts 3:1-10

June 28
“Crises Become Opportunities”
Acts 6:1-10

June 14
“Surprised By What God Can Do Through You”
Acts 4:29-37

Pastor Les

What I’m Currently Reading

Like you I am reading, listening, and participating in video conferences around COVID-19 and our future, especially for the church. Here are some of the books I am reading:

Tune in to Pastor Les’ 30 min. weekday radio program on KSLR 630AM & 930AM at 6:30am

/LesHollon
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Music & Worship Arts

Make a Joyful Noise?

T

he Bible includes more than 400
references to singing and more
than 50 commands to praise God
by singing! Singing has always been an
integral part of the worship life of the
people who worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In Exodus 15:1b
(NIV) we encounter the first song in
scripture as Miriam sang, “Sing to the
Lord for he is highly exalted. Both Horse
and driver he has hurled into the sea.” The
book of Psalm was intended to be sung
and would have comprised the songbook
for both the Hebrew people and the early
Christian church. Every major turning
point, revival, or revolution in church
history has been accompanied by songs
that teach theology, denounce heresy, and
provide a voice for Christians to express
their love for God and one another.
So what do we do when singing in corporate worship might be problematic
to our health and safety? You’ve likely
seen articles like the one in Christianity
Today titled, “No Joyful Noise as German
Churches Reopen Without Singing.” In
this specific article they reference a study
from 2019 published in the scientific
journal Nature that said that particle
emission is correlated with the amplitude
of vocalization – or loudness – so singing
releases more particles than other types
of breathing. It might even spread the
virus more than coughing!

33

I’ll admit that I’ve lost some sleep as
we’ve contemplated how to safely worship together. I’d probably sleep better
and worry less if my position was something other than Minister of Music and
Worship Arts. Leading congregational
song feels like a much more stressful task
than it ever has before! You’ll notice that
as we regather, we will be singing less in
worship until we know more about what

the science and data say. At this point we
aren’t planning to do away entirely with
singing, but we really don’t know enough
yet. Please be patient with your staff
members as we seek wisdom for making
the right decisions, not playing to fear.
My friend, David Manner, the Music and
Worship Director for the Kansas-Nebraska Baptist Convention, recently wrote a
blog post on kncsb.org asking the same
question about how we gather for worship if we can’t sing. You can read the
post here, but I want to share a word of
encouragement from him:“If We Can’t
Sing”
“It is obviously still too early to be certain
how these theories will play out and influence our musical worship in the future.
What is certain, however, is that even if
our congregations and choirs can’t sing
together for a season, worship can and
will still occur. It may look different but it
most certainly won’t disappear.”
I’ve been so encouraged by the feedback
you all have provided about worship.
I love hearing about how families are
singing together and how certain songs
have sustained your worship throughout
the week. Many of you will continue to
worship with us online for sometime
even after we reopen our Sunday morning gatherings. To help you get the most
from worshiping online, please take a few
moments and read the following article
from ministrymatters.com: “Seven Tips
for Engaging with Live-Streamed Worship.” I believe that you will find it
incredibly helpful!
Jacob Sensenig
Minister of Music
& Worship Arts

Glorifying God Virtually

Here are several of the musical resources we’ve created over the past few months, and links for you to watch them
on our YouTube channel (Trinity Baptist Church San Antonio), Facebook (facebook.com/tbcsanantonio/), and
Livestream (trinitybaptist.org). Please share these with friends and family far and wide. I’m convinced that we’ve
got some of the best church musicians around and that the content we are producing is glorifying to God and is
absolutely needed to help people remain hopeful in these moments of extreme anxiety and confusion.

Musical Resources on YouTube

Power of the Cross

Christ the Lord is Risen Today

In Christ Alone

Build My Life

Virtual Hymn Sings on Facebook

April 19th Virtual Hymn Sing

May 3rd Virtual Hymn Sing
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Children’s Ministry
June in the Children’s Ministry
W
e have a super exciting June
planned for the children at
Trinity! We know things are
going to be a little different, but we are
going to work really hard to create some
new and exciting ways to connect for the
month of June.

June is VBS Month. That’s right, the
whole month we will be having fun
with all kinds of Vacation Bible School
lessons. To start off our month of VBS,
we will have a photo family challenge
scavenger hunt. Then, every Monday we
will kick off the week with a VBS lesson
and a community project for your family
to join in with us. We will be sending you
specific details as we develop them (we
are all still trying to figure this out). More
information coming soon!
THANK YOU… I want to say a special
thank you to the children’s ministry staff
for going above and beyond during this
time. We have all had to learn new ways
of doing ministry, and I am so grateful
for the leaders that have overreached to
help. Kay Polanco, Monica Murphy, and
Brei McCumbers have worked many
hours since COVID-19 began to help our
children have fantastic communication:
snail mail (kids love it), Facebook, weekly
lessons, Zoom Sunday School, PDO
Chapel Live, and The Dr. Deb Show have
all been ways we have not only reached
our kids at TBC, but have extended
beyond our church borders to help other
families during this time.

I also want to thank our Sunday School
leaders who have been on Zoom
every Sunday helping to lead and
create community for our kids; Dana
Stubblefield, Debi Roadruck, Maureen
and Joe Gaydos have all been wonderful
to pitch in. We have a wonderful church
family and I am very excited to get to see
you all in person soon.

June Sunday School Verse

Dr. Debbie Potter

Minister of Children

“But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the
right to become children of God.” John 1:12 (NLT)
5

Parent’s Day Out

We are so sad that the school year did not end the way we had intended, but we are grateful that the Lord has
allowed us all to be safe. In the time that we did have together, we had a wonderful school year getting to learn,
play, and have lots of fun together. Our teachers were amazing building relationships with our families, and we
are hoping we will all be able to gather again in the fall. We will continue reaching out to our families during
these uncertain times and we appreciate all the prayers and support from our Trinity family.
We are taking applications for the 2020-2021 school year at this time. Registration forms can be found online
at trinitybaptist.org/childrens-ministry/parents-day-out/. If you have any questions you may contact Monica at
mmurphy@trinitybaptist.org or 210-738-7779.

Newest Additions to the Children’s Ministry

Graceley Lisa Estinvil
born to parents
Rachel and Mardochee Estinvil
The Dr. Deb Show TBC

@tbcchildrens_ministry

David Matthew Damore
born to parents
Matt and Abbey Damore
/tbcchildrensministrySATX

/tbcpdo
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Student Ministry
What Can I Do Right Now?

I

have been reading through the book
of Nehemiah this past week, and
there have been several things that
have made me think.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Nehemiah cared for others.
Nehemiah had a good attitude.
Nehemiah prayed specific prayers.
Nehemiah asked for help from
others.

Nehemiah cared for others. As you look
at the story of Nehemiah, it is easy to
see that Nehemiah had concern for the
people of Judah and the Israelite people.
Nehemiah was concerned for his people
who had been exiled and wanted to see
the city of Jerusalem restored and the
wall rebuilt.
Who are you concerned about right
now?
What are you doing to minister to others
out of that concern?
Nehemiah had a good attitude. In Nehemiah 2:1b-2 (NIV) we see that Nehemiah continually showed the love of God
through his attitude in the presence of
the king. In these verses we see, “I had
not been sad in his presence before, so the
king asked me,“Why does your face look
so sad when you are not ill? This can be
nothing but sadness of heart.” Nehemiah’s
attitude mattered.
The best advice that I ever heard a from
a coach was, “The only two things that
you can control are attitude and effort!”
Nehemiah definitely had a good attitude
and put forth great effort. During
quarantine, how has your attitude been?
Have you had a good attitude towards
7

those in your life, or have you been short
with people, unhappy with life, and not
had a good attitude in general?
What are some things you can do to
have a better attitude even though some
things may not be going your way right
now?
Nehemiah prayed specifically. Sometimes, I am guilty of not praying specific
prayers to God. Sometimes, I am bored
or pray for things only because I feel
like I am supposed to pray them. Other
times, I am not totally honest with God
about what it is that I may need, even
though He already knows the desires
of my heart. Nehemiah was the exact
opposite. He is a great example of what it
means to pray specifically about what it
is your heart longs for. A great example
of this can be found in Nehemiah 1:11A
(NIV), “Lord, let your ear be attentive
to the prayer of this your servant and to
the prayer of your servants who delight
in revering your name. Give your servant
success today by granting him favor in the
presence of this man.”
			 Continued on p. 8

What is it that you really need to pray specifically
about in your own life? Maybe it is a fear, maybe it is a
shortcoming that you need His help with, or maybe it
is a passion that you want God to use.
							
Who is it that you need to pray specifically for right
now? Is there someone that you need to reach out to
that needs to know Jesus?
Finally, Nehemiah asked for help from someone who
he knew could help him, the king. Sometimes, God
puts people in our lives to help. Sometimes, God uses
the people in our lives to answer the prayers that we
have asked of Him. If we are not willing to ask for help
from the people that God has placed in our lives, then
we cannot accomplish some of the great things that
God wants to do through us. Nehemiah had the king’s
attention. He was already going to ask the king if he
could go help the people of Jerusalem. While he had
his attention, he also asked the king for letters of safe

travel and lumber to rebuild the gates of the citadel,
but the king also sent army officers and the cavalry
with him. We see this example in Nehemiah 2:7-9.
Who is it in your life that you need to ask for help
right now? It is your parents? Is it your pastor? Is it a
counselor? Who is it that you need to ask for help?
Whose life do you need to be present in right now that
you know needs help?
Just some things to think about right now! We look
forward to seeing you soon.

Judd Cochran
Minister of Students

New Weekly Schedule
•
•

•
•

Monday: Expect a short devotional. These may be
a combination of video and email.
Tuesday: We will be sending out a short
playlist of worship songs for you and
your student to spend some time in
worship.
Wednesday: Middle School Zoom at
6pm and High School Zoom at 7pm.
Thursday: You will receive an email
containing the upcoming week’s Sunday School lesson and Zoom Meeting info.
The lesson includes scripture, questions about the
lesson, and how to apply the scripture. Please use
this lesson for a personal devotion time or even a
family Bible study.

•

Sunday: Please join us for worship on Facebook or
stream the service on our website at 10:45am.
Please make sure you are following on
Facebook and Instagram for updates. If
you have not been receiving emails from
us, please send me a text
(210-449-8090) or an email
(jcochran@trinitybaptist.org) with your
correct contact information so that we
can get you on the list.

We know these are trying times, but we want
to continue to minister to you and your family. My
prayer is that this time will give you the opportunity
to disciple your students, and that the church will
become stronger as a result of these times. We hope to
see you soon!

@tbcstudents_sa

/students.tbc
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Young Adults Ministry
Zooming from High and Low

R

ecently, I saw Thunderbirds zoom by our
Mulberry Campus while watching with physically distanced and masked staff. We felt a
sense of excitement as we saw these skilled pilots
speed overhead in coordinated patterns. We experienced deep appreciation for those who serve our
nation. I also spent the month of May listening and
learning from Lisa Sharon Harper and Rev. René
August over a 4-week Zoom educational experience. They helped me wrestle with what Jesus and
the gospels say about the biggest problems in our
world, such as hunger, economic inequality, systemic injustice, conflict and war, racism, and religious
extremism.
Entering a summer of unknowns, these experiences
remind me how faithfully following God and lovingly serving one another are always answers to adversity. In fact, they flow from one another. 1 John
4:20 instructs us, “Whoever claims to love God yet
hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not
love their brother and sister, whom they have seen,
cannot love God, whom they have not seen.” When in
unknown territory this season, seek the next step in
humbly and faithfully following God and lovingly
serving someone else.
Many times I am asked, “What can I do?” in the wake of great racial injustice. That
is hard for me. Racism is complex and pervasive. God’s reconciling racial justice is
needed in education, housing, and criminal justice reform, just to name a few. It is also
challenging personally. What the media has just brought to their attention is a reality I
walk with everyday. I love the enthusiasm. I resonate with what this multiracial church
shared below. For the books, I’d recommend starting with Be The Bridge by Latasha
Morrison and The Color of Compromise by Jemar Tisby.
Ikon Community Church: “What do I do next?” If you’re feeling this in the wake of
the murders of Ahmaud Arbery and Breonna Taylor, we recommend that each of our
white brothers and sisters take the time to read these
books. Our Black, Indigenous and People of Color
(BIPOC) brothers and sisters have been bearing the
Christopher Mack
brunt of the burden to explain things as well as dealMinister of
Younger Adults
ing with trauma. We want to carry our weight.
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Emerging Stronger for Your Marriage

I’ve been talking with married couples, whether they are young marrieds, empty nesters, have newborns, work from
home, are homemakers, essential workers, or are recently laid off. I have heard similar refrains of trying to balance
both making the best of things and sharing the struggle and strain this unusual season has placed on relationships.
Especially in marriage. Ann Malmberg shares on the Prepare/Enrich Blog 5 Ways to Come Out of This Stronger Than
Ever. She identifies 5 possible relational strains during this Shelter In Place season.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Bottling Up Your Feelings & Frustrations
Being Super Critical—of Your Partner and Yourself
Disregarding Your Needs for Socialization or Alone Time
Not Setting Aside Any Designated Couple Time
Getting Caught Up or Bogged Down in Petty Issues or Disagreements.

I hope you will click the link above, or type in the following URL below to read Ann Malmberg’s solutions to help you
come out stronger! https://blog.prepare-enrich.com/2020/04/5-ways-to-come-out-of-this-stronger-than-ever/

Higher Education Graduation

Graduation is a major accomplishment made possible by the investment of time, energy, hard work, dedication, and
prayer. It is strengthened by the support of family, friends, educators, church community, and mentors along the way.
Trinity Baptist honors our higher education graduates (associates, bachelors, masters, doctorates) on stepping forward
boldly to these educational and calling milestones!
Haley Hampton
Associates of Science
Baking & Pastry Arts,
The Culinary Institute
of America.
Future Plans: to work
for Young Life and be
a part of sharing Jesus
with students.

John Hill
Bachelor of Business
Management,
University of the
Incarnate Word.
Future Plans: to
pursue becoming a
professional golfer.

Sarah Smith
J.D., Southern
Methodist University
Law School.
Future Plans: study
for the bar and begin
working for Frost
Brown Todd
Attorneys in October.

Lindsey Farley
Bachelor of Music in
Music Education,
Trinity University.
Future Plans: continue
my education through
Trinity’s Master of
Arts in Teaching
program.

Jeff Shelnutt
Master of Science in
Administration,
Central Michigan
University.
Future Plans: Enjoying retirement
and looking for next
career.

August Higgins
Ph.D in Christian
Spirituality,
Oblate School of
Theology.
Future Plans: to be a
professor and work
with churches.

Kristen Graham
Bachelor of Music
in Music Education,
Trinity University.
Future Plans: pursue
Masters of Arts in
Teaching at Trinity
University.

Rachel Hollon
Master of Fine Arts in
Creative Non-fiction,
Sierra Nevada
University.
Future Plans: continue working as the
Director of Media
Production at USAA
and writing memoir and essays.

tbc_caea
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Older
Adults
Ministry
Dependence, Independence, & Inter-dependence

F

or those of you that do not know about the change in my mother’s circumstances, she learned on May 1 that her January Hip Revision surgery was not
successful and she would no longer be able to walk. Last week, I spent time with
my mother, Helen, at her home near Waxahachie, TX. It was a very meaningful time
together. We sorted and reorganized her fabric closet, her shoes, her clothes; I planted
some beautiful flowers in pots just outside her front door; we experimented with new
ways to curl her hair, and I was able to give her other personal care. Some of you know
exactly what this feels like.
Our life is such a dance between dependence, independence, and inter-dependence
(and as a counselor once told me, we can also be anti-dependent, which is not helpful
for anyone). How amazing that as a full adult I am still able to learn from my mother
as she chooses how she adapts to her changing circumstances. I know there are people
watching you and me and how we are adapting to change. I pray we will be as gracious
and grateful as my mother.
I do not get any credit for this revised
Norman Rockwell image. However, I
thought it powerful enough that I wanted to share it with you. So who gets the
credit?
• Rev. Ann Helmke, Faith Liaison for
San Antonio included this in her
weekly email and made me aware
of it.
• San Antonian, Susan Ives reimagined
and photoshopped the image that was
posted on her Facebook page on
May 17, 2020.
• Norman Rockwell gave us this powerful portrait, “The Golden Rule” which
was first published on the April 1, 1961 cover of “The Saturday Evening Post”.
We all build on the work of those that have gone before us and those that walk beside
us. We need each other and I pray we do our best to care for each other in ways that
are relevant for the times in which we live.
As Susan Ives said in her Facebook post, “Wearing a mask is the embodiment of the
Golden Rule: I wear a mask to keep you safe just as you wear a mask to keep me safe...”
How Can We Care for Others?
Over the last several months I have sent you numerous suggestions and website links
suggesting ways our church members and our San Antonio community need help, and
I have heard back from a number of you. How beautiful it has been to hear how
you are serving others or you are being cared for. Now, approximately 10 weeks into
								
Continued on p.12
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this process we are hearing the word FATIGUE when
talking about online meetings, showers, virtual graduations, etc. The scripture that came to my mind this
morning is found in Galatians 6:9 (NIV) “Let us not
become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we
will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”
I pray that you and I will continue to be energized and
committed to serve others during this time.
When Can I See My Grandkids?
This is a question so important to many of us. On
May 20th there was an article printed in the New York
Times and written by Tara Parker-Pope by this title,
“When Can I See My Grandkids?” talking about how
the pandemic has separated many grandparents from
their grandchildren and offering advice for “safely
reuniting your family’s oldest and youngest generations.” The author makes the point, “a healthy life is
more than just physical health” and that “loneliness is
also a general predictor of decline and death in people
over 60.”
To start reconnecting and minimizing the risk to older
family, the author suggests that each family needs to
do “their own reality check about the actual level of
vigilance by every member of the household” - including how much human contact each person has
had over the last week or month. (These are considered the “leaks” in your quarantine protocol). The
author also makes the point that “the safer strategy
is to spend time together outdoors where the risk for
viral transmission is far lower than inside. Though
wearing a mask is still important given “a sneeze
without a mask can spread up to 20 feet”. I pray for the
wisdom and discernment of you and your family and
friends as you are making decisions about how to care
for each other.
How Can We Care for Ourselves?
Therapist Gina Moffa, LCSW talks about why the
discomfort many people are experiencing right now
is actually grief. Click on this link to learn more and
receive tips for how to cope:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eDE_mqw3cI
Reflect on God’s love in times of distress…“for I am
certain that nothing can separate us from his love:
neither death nor life, neither angels nor other heavenly
rulers or powers, neither the present nor the future,
neither the world above nor the world below—there is
nothing in all creation that will ever be able to

We are looking for a few good people willing to help
lead a new summer small group. (You can use Zoom,
meet in a park, or mix it up.) Please email me if you
are open to discuss this vhollon@trinitybaptist.org

separate us from the love of God which is ours through
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38–39 (GNB)
By now you have probably heard, but to be sure, we
will have in-person worship in the Mulberry Sanctuary on Sunday, May 31st at 10:45am. The start time
has shifted to allow more travel time between online
Sunday School and in-person worship. That said,
we are especially concerned about the vulnerability
of those with underlying health conditions. Instead
of feeling responsible to gather in-person, for their
protection we hope they join us for worship via LiveStream on our website www.trinitybaptist.org/ or on
our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/tbcsanantonio/
For everyone physically present we will continue with
precautions such as physical distance and face masks.
I pray that each of us will come through this experience more deeply committed to love God, others,
and ourselves.

Vicki Hollon, D.Min.
Minister of Older Adults
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Stewardship
The Joy of Trials
J
ames 1:2-8 (NASB) have been “go to”
verses for me for years. “Consider it all
joy, my brethren, when you encounter
various trials, knowing that the testing of
your faith produces endurance. And let
endurance have its perfect result, so that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking
in nothing.”

But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
of God, who gives to all generously and
without reproach, and it will be given to
him. But he must ask in faith without any
doubting, for the one who doubts is like the
surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the
wind. For that man ought not to expect
that he will receive anything from the Lord,
being a double-minded man, unstable in
all his ways.”
I’ve memorized and meditated on these
verses and find them challenging and
comforting at the same time. How do you
find joy during trials? I have experienced
joy when the Holy Spirit helps me weather trials, but I still find it challenging to
experience joy in the midst of a trial.

a temptation from the enemy, circumstances of someone’s poor decisions (such
as generational sin), a consequence of
someone’s sin (such as pride or obsessive
control), or an opportunity from God to
build endurance. Some events are a combination of the aforementioned. Wisdom
through prayer helps navigate the trials,
temptations, or consequences of poor
judgement on another’s part.
In today’s world with a pandemic and an
economy under stress we are collectively
experiencing trials; opportunities abound
for us to build spiritual endurance. Do I
binge watch a Netflix series to escape or
reach out to a brother or sister in Christ
that may be floundering or would like to
be encouraged through discipleship? Do
I build up more savings or invest more
in the Kingdom of God? Do I surf social
media or focus on His Word? My prayer
for each of us is that our focus will be on
the Lord as we still ourselves and know
that He is our sovereign God. May we all
find joy during our trials.

One of the first things I do when a trial
approaches is to ask God for wisdom. I
seek discernment to understand whether the event occurring is a test of faith,

Mark Barr

Church Administrator

Current Safety Protocols

Our protocols will adjust as good safety practices allow.
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By God’s grace and improved health
conditions in San Antonio, we will again
be able to worship in person. Beginning
on Pentecost Sunday, (May 31st) we are
planning to offer in-person worship in
the sanctuary, while continuing to provide worship via Facebook Live, and
livestream from our website. This is not a
test of faithfulness, but it is a sign that we
are stepping into our future by what we
know and what we can do now together

on our campus in San Antonio and online
around the globe. On May 31st, our start
time will shift from 10:30am to 10:45am
This will allow extra time for people to
travel from their online Sunday School
class to the sanctuary. Sunday School
classes and small groups will remain
online for the time being. The following
bullet points highlight the guidelines we
will follow.
			Continued on p.14

FIVE GUIDELINES FOR OUR TRINITY
FAITH FAMILY
•

•

•

•

•

HIGHER RISK: We are especially concerned
about the vulnerability of those with underlying
health conditions. Instead of feeling responsible
to gather in-person, for their protection we hope
they join us online for worship.
SHOWING SYMPTOMS: We ask that anyone
experiencing any of the following symptoms
not to attend the in-person worship experience.
Instead they are encouraged to participate in our
Facebook Live and Livestream worship experiences. Consult your healthcare professional if you
have further questions. Please stay home if you
are experiencing any of these symptoms: Cough,
shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, chills,
repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, loss of taste or smell, diarrhea,
feeling feverish or measured temperature greater
than 100°F or known contact with a person who
has tested positive for COVID-19.
PHYSICAL DISTANCE: We ask everyone who
wishes to worship with us in-person maintain
six feet of separation between household
pods while in the building, including
entry/exit points and in the
sanctuary.
WEAR MASK: We require that
everyone wear a mask at all times
while in the building. This even
applies to singing during worship.
Please realize that while singing
and speaking as a congregation
that you will be needing more oxygen
and the mask can inhibit your ability to
breathe easily. Singing quietly demands less air
and we would ask that if you start to feel lightheaded, please sit down or feel free to relieve yourself from the worship space to go and remove your
mask outdoors.
GRACIOUS SPIRIT: We ask our faith family to
caringly consider not only themselves, but the
wellbeing of others in a spirit of Christ’s grace &
love winning over fear or judgment.

WHAT SHOULD I EXPECT ABOUT SEATING?
• The lower balcony will be open, and the upper
balcony will be made available if needed.
• In the sanctuary, pews will be marked off to encourage appropriate physical distancing between
household pods. (There will be two empty pews

between each available pew, and ushers will help
keep two empty seats worth of space between
household pods in the same pew).
WHAT ABOUT MY CHILDREN?
• No Childcare will be provided.
• The family room located at the rear of the sanctuary will be available for one adult and child per
family that may need it during the service. No
more than three adult/child families may use the
family room at any one time.
WHAT ABOUT THOSE LEADING WORSHIP ON
THE PLATFORM?
• Worship Leaders and speakers will practice physical distancing while on the platform, but will not
be wearing face masks during their leadership
responsibilities.
• The first five pews in front of the stage will be
blocked off to provide a safety measure for the
congregants.
WHAT ADDITIONAL SAFETY MEASURES ARE
IN PLACE FOR OUR TRINITY FAMILY?
•
Personal sanitation resources will be
available near the entrances to the
campus. Offering boxes will be
available for tithes and giving at
the entrances to the sanctuary.
•
Restrooms will be available in
the Fanning Foyer, the Sanctuary
Narthex, and the Creative Life
Center (CLC). Floor tape will
mark off 6 feet of separation to help
maintain physical distancing for any
lines into the restrooms.
• Our Greeters will be oriented about our procedures and will serve as guides for our worshipers
as they enter and exit the campus.
• Signs with health, safety, and logistical information will be posted at the entrances to the building.
• Our Facilities team has implemented additional
sanitation procedures for before and after events
to help keep our campus safe and clean.
It’s appropriate that May 31 is Pentecost Sunday, a celebration of the Holy Spirit birthing the Church (Acts
2). Red is a color-sign of the Spirit, so to add extra zest
into the service we encourage everyone to wear red.
Again, we are feeling “awe at the many signs & wonders performed” (Acts 2:42).
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Missions Ministry
In This Together, but Not In the Same Boat
S
everal weeks ago, Vicki Hollon,
speaking about the coronavirus, made
the comment “we are in this together but we are not in the same boat.” That
statement is very applicable to the Body
of Christ in our world. Our mission is
the same, but our strategy of reaching the
culture we live in must be different. This
month, our Missionary Moments features
a couple serving in a Muslim culture.
Therefore, we can only publish their pseudo names “Pat” and “Mich.” Daily, their
lives are at stake. In our comfort we sometimes forget about those fellow Christians
that do not enjoy the freedom to worship
that we take for granted. Read about Pat
and Mich and pray for them today and
throughout the month.
We have a wonderful church that continues to maintain communication with our
mission and ministry partners at home
and around the world. We are current in
our financial pledges with our partners.
In addition, our people have contributed $7,125 to the Trinity Baptist Church

COVID-19 Relief Fund. $5,000 has already been distributed to purchase masks
for Senior Citizen’s Centers to distribute.
These actions shout to our community that
we love them and truly care about them.
We may not be able to get in their boat, but
we can sure help keep it afloat. There is still
time for you to contribute to the Trinity
COVID-19 Disaster Relief Fund. Every
dollar you give goes directly to the assistance of those financially impacted by the
pandemic in our community.
This year, missionaries from Israel will be
our guests in our Mission House. We will
want to be sure they have a Trinity welcome and are made to feel a part of our
family. Our Mission House provides an
opportunity for our missionaries to enjoy
an extended Sabbath. Our church provides
time for them to experience renewal and
recommitment. Pray for them and encourage them as they rest and renew.

Written by Jim Furgerson
Missions Ministry Team Leader

Why A Love Of Missions?
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As I looked up from where I was seated, a
young petite girl, maybe in her late teens,
peeked her head around the corner from
the next room. She was trying to hide a
smile that lit up her whole face. I remember she was wearing a pink dress. Her
family, a devout Muslim one living in a
coastal town in Egypt, assumed we were
there to visit them. They had no idea that
the purpose of our visit was this girl in the
pink dress. Our mission was simply to encourage her, though we had been warned
by the missionary who was accompanying
us that we would not be able to speak a
word to her. She had recently decided to
surrender her life to Jesus, and her family had in turn made a slave of her. They
would not allow her to leave the home nor
allow foreigners to have conversation with
her. But it was enough for me and clearly,

judging by the grin on her face and the
way she embraced me in a hug while her
family wasn’t looking, it was enough for
her too, just for a few American Christians
to be present in her home.
It is not just stated, but declared with a
loud voice, in Psalm 67:3-4a (NKJV), “Let
the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples
praise you. Oh, let the nations be glad and sing
for joy!” We have discovered as of late what
it is like to be kept from joining together
face-to-face with other believers for corporate worship. I would even venture to say
during these months that our joy has not
been complete, because we are meant to
fellowship together. John even states in 2
John 1:12 that he longs to see other believers face-to-face so that
Continued on p.16

their joy and his joy might be complete. Why a love of
missions, a passion for missions? God desires you to worship Him, most definitely. But missions reminds us to widen our view. It is a reminder that God created people with
uniqueness – in looks, in thought, in language spoken, in
life experiences – and yet makes us one. He loves to watch
Americans be glad and rejoice in Him. But He also longs
to hear voices of other languages sing to Him in joy! Let
His desire for the nations be ours as well!
For this young Egyptian girl, I was not part of
her coming to know Jesus, and I was unable
to worship with her or open a Bible and
study scripture with her, but missions put
me in her home, present with her to bring
encouragement that she was not forgotten
and that we as believers are forever connected. I will never forget her smile or her
name. And one day I look forward to giving
her another hug face-to-face as we worship the
Most High God together!
Missions not only gives us a heart for people different than
us and widens our view of this big world God has created,
it also allows us to join in with God’s purposes. Rest assured that whatever God desires to do, He will surely bring
it about! And though God can call the lost to Himself by
Himself, He chooses to include us, His people. We are
able to join arm-in-arm with each other and with Him to
“snatch others from out of the fire,” as Jude 1:23 describes.
Each of us, if we are willing, gets to play a part in this great
battle against the kingdom of darkness. Let me give you
one more example of God bringing about His purposes in
the uttermost parts of the world through the joint efforts
of His people.
There is a woman named Hawa, which fittingly in English
translates to Eve, who lives in Senegal. The Lord placed
on my heart to teach Hawa the story of God’s redemption,
starting from creation. So I went and asked if she’d be willing. Her response was literally, “You should find someone
else; I’m too stupid to learn.” I didn’t accept her reply but
began teaching her anyway. It was a very slow process, as it
was difficult for her to take in what I was teaching, and we
had only gotten to the story of the garden and fall of man
when she told me she’d be leaving the country. I knew it

Bountiful Blessings

On Saturday, June 13th, Trinity’s Bountiful Blessings
Ministry will be providing boxes of food for families.
A drive-thru system will allow the ministry team members to deliver food into the trunks of vehicles in order

was likely I wasn’t going to see her again. But God had laid
her on my heart, and I’d shared what I could. I had told
people in churches here in San Antonio about her and had
asked them to pray for her. The day she announced she
was leaving, I thought about what one thing I could share
with her, one thing I could leave with her on her way out. I
decided on John 3:16 and repeated it for her over and over,
hoping it would stick. The next week when I came to say
goodbye, she came up to me, spouting off what
I’d told her the previous week. She wanted me
to know she hadn’t forgotten! She left, and I
never saw her again.
The End. No, I’m kidding.
I left a while later as well to come back
to San Antonio, and I asked a fellow
missionary to make sure and follow up
with people in Hawa’s neighborhood. It was
where I’d spent most of my time ministering
and teaching while in Senegal. Two years after I’d left,
almost 4 years after I’d last seen Hawa, this missionary
invited a church group from another state to come minister, and they were directed to this neighborhood. When
they showed up and asked to teach, this missionary was
surprised to find that Hawa had just returned, and she
came and sat with others in the community to listen to the
story of Christ. That day, Hawa accepted Christ. It just so
happened that she was the first believer in that neighborhood that we know of. I was not there to see it. Those in
San Antonio churches never set foot in Senegal but had
been praying for her. They didn’t see it. This missionary
and small group from a US church were there to witness
it. God purposed that Hawa, who saw herself as too stupid
to learn, would be called His own. And God used different
people within His kingdom to play different roles to join
Him in snatching her out of the grasp of Islam and the
grasp of Satan!
Why do I love missions? How on earth could I not?! God
is doing a mighty work in the earth! We, collectively as
Trinity Baptist Church and as individual believers, get to
join in, and we’ll join in the celebration one day too when
we hear all the different peoples crying out in praise to
Him in every different language!

Written by Krista Tope
Missions Ministry Team Member
to maintain social distancing. Each box will contain a
variety of food options to help members of our community eat when they’re not able to buy groceries. The
Bountiful Blessings Ministry allows Trinity to not only
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provide food, but also share God’s love with others.

Fruit Pickers Wanted
“Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them.” (Matthew 7:20 KJV)

There are hundreds in our congregation
who are producing the fruits of which
Jesus was speaking, quiet servants giving of their time, talents, and resources.
Our Deacon Nominating Team (DNT)
is seeking recommendations for church
members to be nominated to join the
servant organization we call “Deacons.”
We ask that you begin to observe your
fellow TBC members and identify those
you would recommend to the DNT. Look
at Acts 6:3-7 and I Timothy 3:8-13 to
see some of the qualifications. Potential
nominees must have been Trinity members for at least three years. It is not necessary to ask permission to recommend
a candidate for nomination (nominations
should be kept confidential). It’s the task
of the DNT, once recommendations have
been received, to examine the qualifications and to secure a candidate’s permission to be nominated for consideration
by the Church.

Nomination forms are located throughout the Mulberry and TriPoint campuses
and may be turned in to a member of
the DNT. You may also fill out the form
online at www.trinitybaptist.org/dnc. The
deadline for submitting nominations is
Wednesday, July 15.
Keep your eyes peeled, pick some good
fruit, and you’ll be hearing from us soon.

Deacon Nomination Team Members Include:

Wayne Daniels (210-363-6300), Bettie Green (210-394-1772), Greg Osborne
(210-710-0640), Phyllis Patterson (210-490-1283), and John Skaggs (210-410-5755).

Upcoming Celebrations at Trinity
Many of our spring events were postponed due to COVID-19, so this summer
we will have one big party to celebrate 71
years of being the lighthouse on the hill.
Details coming soon!
On Sunday, June 28th, we will have a
special giving celebration. Following
Sunday worship, there will be cake and
community.
We are excited to celebrate our many
blessings at Trinity with you this
summer!
17
17

/students.tbc

You’re invited to

Trinity’s 71st
Anniversary
Celebration

Alpha Home Graduation
“Alpha Home saved my soul. I was
there in 2008. I was so selfish and
thinking I had my drinking under
control with a CPS case. No way.
The staff was also amazing. I was
a hard woman to love. But they
got through. I recommend them
to anyone who wants a new way
of living!!” –Abby, Former Alpha
Home Resident (name changed for
client safety)
June means summer and Father’s
Day! Did you know that Alpha
Home has the PADRE program
that helps fathers? PADRE-Parenting Awareness and Drug Risk
Education, educates fathers on
how substance use issues can affect
their child.
Due to the cancelations of graduations, outpatient counselor, Lorie

Wong “walked the stage” at Alpha
Home on May 15, 2020. Lorie
graduated with her Bachelor of
Applied Arts & Science from Texas
A&M University at San Antonio.
Looking for other ways to help Alpha Home? Clients are currently in
need of brand new, unwrapped undergarments (especially brassieres)
and stretchy leggings. For more
information contact our offices at
(210) 735-3822.
Written by Samantha Coleman
Alpha Home Marketing and Events
Specialist
Want to stay up to date on all
things Alpha Home? Sign up for
our newsletter by emailing
Samantha at
scoleman@alphahome.org.

C.A.R.E. Receivers Birthdays

Though these members can’t always worship with us, they are an important part of our Faith Family. We
invite you to send a card to let them know you care.
June 21st
Marjorie Bloomfield
c/o Nancy Coronado
9210 Oxted
San Antonio TX, 78254

June 23rd
Tom (William) Barnes
Brookdale Oakwell
3360 Oakwell Ct Apt 104
San Antonio, TX 78218

June 21st
Billicarole Simmons
Brookdale Alamo Heights
855 E Basse Rd
San Antonio, TX 78209

June 23rd
Leah Green
The Forum @ Lincoln Heights
311 W Nottingham Dr Apt 104
San Antonio, TX 78209

June 29th
Ernie Jones
5835 Royal Bnd
San Antonio, TX 78239

With Deepest Sympathy
The friends and family of Bob Auburn, 5.18.20
The friends and family of Pat Pope, 5.21.20
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From the Prayer Ministry
trinity prayer
Colossians 4:2

By Alison Carnahan, coordinator of the Prayer Ministry

How do we face the future?

“God began doing a good work in you. And he will continue it until it is finished when Jesus Christ
comes again. I am sure of that” Philippians 1:6 ICB
We face the future prayerfully. “If one of you is
having trouble, he should pray. If one of you is happy, he should sing praises...When a good man prays,
great things happen.” (James: 5:13-16 ICB). When
we feel lonely or afraid, we can call out to God.
We can tell Him that we trust Him. We can ask
Him for wisdom. We can strengthen ourselves and
Christ’s body when we pray, remembering God’s
promises to listen to His people, give us a hope
and a heavenly future.
We face the future with great hope instead of
anxiety. Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount,
“Do not worry about tomorrow. Each day has
enough trouble of its own.” (Matthew 6:34a NIV)).
When we focus on the “what-ifs” of the future, we
are missing the work and reward God has planned
for us now. God does not allow us to know every
step of the future, so that we might rely fully on
Him. Take your anxieties and place them where
they belong, on the strong shoulders of our Savior.
“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about
everything. Tell God what you need and thank him
for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s
peace, which exceeds anything we can understand.
His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you
live in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7 NLT).

what freedom, what comfort, what idea so that
you might love His people rightly. Then, ask Him
what new idea or practice he wants you to put in
its place so that others might glorify God because
of the love you show to them.
We face the future knowing that our suffering
has not ended. “My friends, do not be surprised
at the painful things you are now suffering. These
things are testing your faith. So do not think something strange is happening to you.” (1 Peter 4:12
ICB). We know from many scriptures and experiences that earthly suffering is constant. We must
endure much hurt and pain. But 2 Corinthians
4:16-17 ICB says, “So we do not give up. Our
physical body is becoming older and weaker, but
our spirit inside us is made new every day. We have
small troubles for a while now, but they are helping
us gain an eternal glory. That glory is much greater
than the troubles.” Though we may feel washed
over with grief and angst, God is working in the
spiritual realm, so much so, that we cannot possibly understand what is being achieved.

Therefore, we face the future with great joy. “My
brothers, you will have many kinds of troubles. But
when these things happen, you should be incredibly
happy.” (James 1:2 ICB). We can ask God to guide
We face the future with gospel love for our
us and show us the blessings in our problems.
neighbor. “My brothers, God called you to be free.
When we view our troubles through the lens of
But do not use your freedom as an excuse to do the God’s eternal perfection and goodness, God crethings that please your sinful self. Serve each other
ates in us enough joy to get us through our next
with love. The whole law is made complete in this
task. He sustains us, remodels our thinking, and
one command: ‘Love your neighbor as you love
draws us in closer to Himself and the protection
yourself.’” (Galatians 5:13-14). First, ask God to
of His loving arms.
show you
what
He
is
requiring
you
to
put
aside:
If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry,
please contact Alison Carnahan at alnicoles@aol.com.

Our Pastoral Staff:
D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children

Judd Cochran, Minister of Students
Vicki Hollon, D.Min., Minister of Older Adults
Christopher Mack, Minister of Young Adults Jacob Sensenig, Minister of Music & Worship Arts
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