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Pastoral Reflections
A

s an Easter people we are filled with God’s hope. From this hope we build a future
beyond the COVID-19 crisis. With every fiber of our being and act from our
ministries, we serve to build a future shaped by God’s hope. The following 5 takeaways illustrate:
1. Being back together in person will be wonderful. As soon as we can safely regather in
person, we will. Church leadership is thinking this through. As pastoral staff we are
participating in Zoom conferences, webinars, phone calls, various platform conversations, and white-boarding to figure it out. But until that right time, we will keep
doing what we are doing, the best we can. Being God’s church in our hurting world.
2. This Monday (5/4) you will see and hear Public Service Announcements asking for
SA companies to donate masks to the many San Antonions who don’t have one.
Then, on Friday, May 10, from 10:00am to 2:00pm companies will bring their masks
to our TriPoint campus. There, we will receive them and get them ready to be sent
to Senior Centers for distributions to thousands of individuals. Let Jim Furgerson,
Chair of our Missions Ministry Team, know if you are interested in helping on May
10th. His contact information is 210-913-1834 or jfurg@sbcglobal.net.
3. The nature of church life in America was already changing before we were hit with
the COVID-19 global crisis. Through these last weeks we’ve all been forced to adapt
to technology and other new practices. Thereby accelerating, by several years, the
pace of change. Consequently, as we transition from a “shelter in place & work
remotely” society, we will responsibly incorporate the right changes into our church’s
best practices as we go forward. For instance, ministry teams will decide when to
Zoom and when to meet in person.
4. As the near-future church arrives, we will continue to build on the biblical promises
that have shaped us through the years. We will thrive by focusing on gospel essentials
while letting go of unnecessary hassles. Our message will never change.
5. Together, we can thank God that we’ve been able to
adapt so quickly and effectively. Not perfectly for
Pastor Les
sure, but we’ve been faithing our way forward. Let’s
Dr. Leslie Hollon
keep it up. We are alive with spiritual power to reveal God’s promises as the “good news” of salvation.
Senior Pastor

What I’m Currently Reading

Like you I am reading, listening, and participating in video conferences around
COVID-19 and our future, especially for the church. In Scripture I am meditating on
the 100+ verses that highlight HOPE and how we can be God’s people of hope. On the
screen I am stepping out by watching the French spy thriller, Legends of the Bureau.
Here are some of the books I am reading:
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Sermon Series by Pastor Les Hollon
HOPE: God’s Provided Future

Hope. Not just any hope will do. But the durable, reliable, and renewable hope that gives us the faith to see us
through. During these days of COVID-19, we freshly discover that the ultimate source of real hope comes from
God. During a tough stretch remember what is most true, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Col. 1:27) And
during a tough stretch in a different era, the prophet Jeremiah wrote, “The Lord declares: I know the plans I have
for you! Plans to help you and not to harm you. Plans to give you hope and a future.”
To watch the Bible Study video Word Study: Yakhal – “Hope” please click here.
May 3
“Sabbath, Renew Yourself In God’s Hope”
Genesis 1:31-2:3; Hebrews 4:9-13, 6:19-20

May 24
“Renewed By God’s Hope”
Lamentations 3:18-29; Isaiah 40:31

May 10
“Moved by a Mothering Hope”
Matthew 12:15-21; 15:21-28
(Pastor Les & Christopher Mack preaching)

May 31
“The Church As God’s Hope”
Colossians 1:5, 23-29

Pastor Les

May 17
“Plan Your Future In God’s Hope”
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

Reach Up, Reach Out
In the midst of our Shelter In Place, Work Remotely Sam Dawson wrote:
“And so the question is this - how much longer are we
going to sit in isolation...10,20, 30 days?
The answer is we just don’t know and therefore we cannot just sit and wait. We must gird up our loins, keep
moving forward, and be intentional about our daily
spiritual exercises.
Reach up to God, reach out to the people of God;
Reach up to God, reach out to people in need.
So let’s exercise together:
Reach up to God - praise Him, worship Him, offer
thanksgivings; Reach out -phone calls, emails, text
messages, letters expressing our love and appreciation

for others, encourage the lonely and sad. Reach up to
God - confess our sins, repent, and turn back to God;
Reach out- mend and restore broken relationships,
maybe even say “I am sorry”. Reach up - petitions
to God, O God help us to be bold and fearless, and
certain during these days of uncertainty; Reach out
- dear family, friends, co-workers....how can I pray for
you? Reach up to God- submit ourselves totally and
completely to the will and purposes of God; Reach
out - serve others, volunteer somehow, send money to
those in need.
A brief reminder, if you hold your arms in any one
position for too long they will grow weary and tired.
Reach up, reach out!”
Written by Sam Dawson

Tune in to Pastor Les’ 30 min. weekday radio program on KSLR 630AM & 930AM at 6:30am

/LesHollon
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Music & Worship Arts

Worship in Liminal Space

Y

ou’ve likely heard me say before
that my favorite moments in worship at Trinity Baptist Church are
our combined worship services, but I never envisioned that we would be combining
for worship services over such a prolonged
period of time. It was even more unthinkable that we would be worshiping with a
dispersed congregation and no one in the
pews! This was highlighted for me during
our Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday worship services, which are always the largest
gatherings of church members over the
entire year. Holy Week 2020 will be one
that I will always remember!
During this season we are undoubtedly
on a unique journey as a church, particularly in relation to how we worship
together. I’ve been reminded of the term
“liminality,” which comes from the field of
anthropology. Liminality is the process of
disorientation that occurs in the middle
stage of a rite of passage. The participants
are in a state of transition, but they have
not yet arrived at the status they will hold
when the rite is complete. Liminal spaces
are the waiting areas between one point in
time and the next. These are often major transformative moments in our lives.
Sometimes they are filled with joyous anticipation and other times with crippling
fear. Think of the journey of the people of
God through the promised land, or your
own journey in life after a high school or
college graduation as you move into the
“next stage” of life.

33

To be sure, this time is a liminal space for
us. Coronavirus and its impact upon the
church-at-large will be monumental and
it will be some time before we begin to
fully grasp the changes that will develop
in the ways we have always done church.
We have already had to be adaptable and
there’s no end in sight for us. With all that
said, we can rest secure in the knowledge

that God is the same yesterday, today, and
tomorrow, and that nothing about the why
of worship has changed, only the how.
While we are in the midst of this disorientation, it is my hope and prayer that we
will use this time to grow in our understanding of who we worship and why corporate worship is important. I fully recognize that people who attend the Sanctuary
service will miss some of the distinctives
of worship with choir and orchestra, while
some who primarily attend Crossings will
equally miss the distinctiveness of a fully
contemporary worship experience. In the
coming weeks we will be worshiping both
from TriPoint and from the Sanctuary.
We will continue to involve musicians and
worship leaders from both services as best
we can, and as safely as we can.
Over the past two years we’ve developed a
list of about 40 songs that both the Sanctuary and Crossings sing on a regular
basis. This common repertoire of songs
is allowing us to gather together in this
season, and for that I say, Amen, Rejoice!
In the coming weeks we will fully explore
this list and expand upon it. We will all
be expanding our worship practices and
songs and I pray that we can patiently
grow together. As the apostle Paul wrote
in Colossians 3:16 (NIV), “Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as
you teach and admonish one another with
all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with
gratitude in your hearts.” Let gratitude be
the way we approach this liminal season of
life as a church.

Jacob Sensenig
Minister of Music
& Worship Arts

Holy Week

This Easter was a unique experience for both Trinity staff and members as we could not physically gather together
for our Holy Week services. However, as we came together as an online community to watch the services live, it
was clear that God is still working within us and His hand is in control of our church.
A special thank you to the pastors and Production Team for their hard work so that we could still celebrate the
Easter season together, and to our members for coming together as the Trinity family to rejoice that He is risen!

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday

Easter Sunday
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Children’s Ministry
Grateful During the Crisis
T
he past few days I have been
facilitating several Zoom chats
with our families. These chats
have been very enlightening to me. This
is a difficult period of time for our young
families. They are not only isolated, but
are also parents are having to wear so
many hats. They are parents, caregivers,
cooks, teachers, spiritual leaders,
providers, encouragers, AND they are
exhausted. In every parent’s voice I could
hear a desire to get through this period
of time in a loving, healthy way. As I was
listening to all of the obstacles, which I
have to admit seemed pretty daunting, I
was humbled to hear a gratefulness from
each of them. WOW! The ability to stop
and voice that even though this is hard,
they all felt blessed.

I have to admit, I am not experiencing
the level of stress these families are as my
two children are grown, and aside from
the adjustment to a lot of quality time

Parent’s Day Out
During this uncertain time, Parent’s Day
Out has been unable to gather like many
schools, but we have found a way to be
creative and still reach our kids.
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We have been doing PDO Chapel Live
on Facebook each week where we sing
songs and Pastor Debbie teaches a Bible
lesson for the kids to watch at home. We
have also been able to send out letters
and coloring sheets that go along with
the lesson we learned in Chapel so the
kids are able to stay engaged. You can
tune in to our chapel each week or watch
older chapel times at
facebook.com/tbcpdo.

with my husband, I have it much easier.
But amid the uncertainty and fatigue,
these families were grateful.
Jesus taught this so many times
throughout His ministry, “...give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will
for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians
5:18 (NIV). Parents, you are heroes. I
admire the way you are dealing with all
of this and the way you are loving your
kids. I will continue to pray for you and
please do not hesitate to reach out to me
if there is any way we can be helpful. I
miss you all and especially your kids.
One last thought, don’t be too hard on
yourselves. You don’t have to be perfect,
just do the best you can and let God
carry you the rest of the way.

Dr. Debbie Potter
Minister of Children

We are still
registering for
the 2020-2021
school year; you
can find all the
paperwork
online at
trinitybaptist.org.
If you have any
questions, you
may contact
Monica Murphy
at 210-738-7779
or at
mmurphy@trinitybaptist.org.

The Dr. Deb Show
Thank you for tuning in to The Dr. Deb Show! If you
have not been watching our show on YouTube, let me
give you a quick overview. This is a fun, interactive
show designed around teaching kids the fruits of the
spirit. The challenge is to take a picture practicing one
of the fruits and post it to our site. Each week we will
draw a name from the pictures and someone wins a
$25.00 gift card to Target. We have had a lot of fun doing this and hope you will join in (we encourage adults
to participate too). Here is what one of our parents,
Karyn Shelnutt, has to say about the show:
“I can’t tell you HOW ADORABLE the “Dr. Deb Show” is. The kids are literally dying to watch new episodes!!! It
is REALLY PROFESSIONALLY put together...laugh track, applause track, different camera angles and all. And
CROCKY!!!!! THE VERY BEST!!!! We are SO IMPRESSED! We can’t tell you how very much WE APPRECIATE
ALL OF YOU for everything you are doing for our kids right now!!! Speaking of the fruits of the spirit, this brings us
SO much joy and makes us so GRATEFUL! Seriously Debbie, our children are being spiritually FED right now and
we can’t thank you all enough”.
Jesus said “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such
as these.” Matthew 19:14 (NIV)

Summer 2020 Camps

Vacation Bible School
June 22 – June 25 | 9:00am – 12:00pm
Cost: FREE! | Ages 4 years through 5th grade completed. Join us this summer for a Wilderness Escape as we learn that God guides and provides!
Kids will enjoy worship, small group Bible studies, activities, and VBS fun!
Art Camp
July 20 – July 23 | 9:00am – 2:00pm
Cost: $100 per child | Ages 2 years through 5th grade completed. Preschool activities include hands-on art projects each day, story time with
an art connection, chapel, and creative play time. School aged activities
include multiple different project room rotations utilizing a variety of art
mediums, interactive discussions led by Children’s Pastor Debbie Potter,
and game room time.

To register for VBS & Art Camp, visit trinitybaptist.org/kids-summer/

@tbcchildrens_ministry

/tbcchildrensministrySATX

/tbcpdo
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Student Ministry

What’s New During the COVID-19
Quarantine?

A

s I write we are on Week 6 of the 2020 COVID-19 quarantine. Many changes
have taken place. Students and teachers have been rapidly adjusting to a new
way of doing school, students are now accepting the reality that they will not
be going back to school this school year, and we all await what the summer will bring.
While it may seem fun for students to not go back to school, one thing we must not
forget is that every part of their reality has been affected. They can no longer meet
face-to-face with their friends, their spiritual lives have been somewhat interrupted by
not being able to meet together at church, and some are struggling mentally with the
current reality.
In an article entitled, “Coronavirus Anxiety Is Seriously Affecting Teens. Here’s How
to Help” posted on MSN, it mentions a few great things to keep in mind as your teen is
experiencing the COVID-19 quarantine:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Remember: Your teen’s whole world has just come apart.
Validate how hard all of this is.
Closely tune in to sustained behavioral changes.
Be honest about your own feelings — to a point.
Now is the time to get your Fortnite on.

Here is a link to the article for you to
read.
During this time, Ethan and I would
like you to know that we are here
for you and your family. We want to
support you and would love to help
with anything that we can, including
praying for you during this time. We
have already begun to reach out and
will continue to do so as we navigate
COVID-19 together.
Some of the ways that we want to
minister to you is to provide resources for you and your students. You
can expect to hear from us in various
ways:
Continued on p.8

7

•
•

•

•

•
•
•

Monday: Expect a short devotional. These may be
a combination of video and email.
Tuesday: We will be sending out a short playlist
of worship songs for you or your student to spend
some time in worship.
Wednesday: We will be posting a 10-15 minute
message on social media. Please make sure you are
following TBC Students on Facebook and
Instagram.
Thursday: You will receive an email containing
the upcoming week’s Sunday School lesson and
Zoom Meeting info. The lesson includes scripture,
questions about the lesson, and how to apply the
scripture. Please use this lesson for a personal
devotion time or even a family Bible study.
Friday: At 4pm we have our High School Zoom
Bible Study (check your email or texts for details).
Saturday: At 4pm we have Middle School Zoom
Bible Study (check your email or texts for details).
Sunday: Please join us for worship on Facebook or
stream the service on our website at 10:30am.

If you have not been receiving emails from us, please
send me a text (210-449-8090) or an email
(jcochran@trinitybaptist.org) with your correct contact information so that we can get you on the list.
We know these are trying times, but we want to continue to minister to you and your family. My prayer is
that this time will give you the opportunity to disciple
your students, and that the church will become stronger as a result of these times. We hope to see
you soon!

Judd Cochran
Minister of Students

@tbcstudents_sa

/students.tbc
8

Young Adults Ministry
Six Shelter-At-Home Date Ideas

I

was talking to a friend who noted that while we may be sheltered at home with our
loved ones, it does not exempt us from being intentional with those we love. He
was speaking mostly of his spouse and children, but also of extended family and
good friends. Intentionality breathes oxygen into any relationship. When we began
sheltering at home, many of us found it natural to check-in with extended family
members and close friends living beyond our home. However, there is a subtle temptation to assume the people you share a home with (and seemingly every waking hour!)
do not require any extra intentionality.
It is easy to mistake our current state of increased quantity of time around one another
at home with quality intentional time together. We might get by for awhile with our
loved ones that way, but without intentionality, those relationships will not flourish
for long. That is why I am excited Prepare Enrich (an organization that trains people
to support couples preparing for and growing in their marriages) had Ann Malberg
publish a blog with 6 Shelter-at-home date ideas. I hope you will visit the link below to
their blog for some great date ideas.
Ann Malberg’s blog:
https://blog.prepare-enrich.com/2020/04/6-cozy-dates-for-quarantine/
You can find the above article and other great
resources and articles in our Married People
Monthly email. If you do not subscribe, please
register online by visiting:
trinitybaptist.org/adults/marriage-ministry/.

We Go Zoom Zoom

Christopher Mack
Minister of Younger Adults

Two similar expressions I have overheard whether Zoom bible studying with college
students, young married couples, or empty nesters, is “this has been one of the best
parts of my week,” and “I look forward to this each week!” Many of us are grateful for
ways to stay connected with one another and dive into God´s Word over these stretching days. My prayers are with you all.
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Recent Videos From Christopher Mack

Trinity Baptist Church, primarily through our great Trinity Productions staff, has been creating excellent video
content long before we began sheltering at home. Since we’ve been at home more, I have used the camera on my
laptop to increase my video teaching content. The quality is much more home video than the Hollywood level
of our Trinity Productions staff. If you’re reading the e-edition of the Trumpet, then the below videos should be
links that take you right to the video. If not, then you can find all of my recent content, and so much more by
going to https://vimeo.com/trinitybaptistchurch.
•

Seeing God in Suffering: A 3 minute reflection
on Jesus’ words to the disciples on the road to
Emmaus.

•

John 20 Risen Jesus Imaginative Prayer: A 12
minute guided imaginative prayer practice
utilizing John 20.

•

ReMaking or ReMade by the Gospel: An 8
minute reflection on Jesus´ “remodeling” of
the Temple in John 2:13-25.

•

Palms Down Palms Up for Palm Sunday: A 12
minute description and guided practice of the
Palms Down Palms Up prayer practice.

•

Worried and One: A 12 minute reflection on connecting with Jesus in worry from Luke 10:38-42.

College & Emerging Adults Ministry

MidWeek and Sunday School on Zoom

Our College and Emerging Adults are continuing to meet weekly via Zoom. These two events are amazing opportunities to grow deeper in our faith, virtually connect, and laugh together! Please join us Tuesdays at 7PM for
MidWeek and Sundays at 9 AM for Sunday School.

Men’s and Women’s Small Groups

Our small groups are continuing to meet once a month. Join us as we learn about spiritual disciplines together as
a community! Click on this video to get a glimpse of what our men’s small group is up to: vimeo.com/399500589

tbc_caea
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Older Adults Ministry
Thinking of YOU

I

hope some of you are keeping a journal! Unfortunately, I am not, but as
I think back on the range of feelings
and thoughts I have had during these 5
weeks of “staying in place”, it has been a
pretty wide range. Perhaps the same is
true for you? Someone’s journal is going
to make a New York Times best seller!
Why not yours?
I am continuing to learn about myself in
times of stress – my strengths and weaknesses. For instance, I lack the degree
of self-discipline that I admire or even
envy in some people. At the same time,
I have a good bit of patience and much
of the time, a deep calm that comes from
beyond me. I hope you are learning more
about yourself also.
In conversation this morning with my
husband, Pastor Les, we talked about
when we are on the other side of this
quarantine, we hope and pray we can
say that our time was well spent. Though
none of us have complete control over
our lives, we still do have a lot of choices
about how we spend our moments and
our days. I pray that God will continue
to teach you and me how best to love
ourselves, others, and God in this unusual time!
Recently, I have been sharing several
links to YouTube videos that offer basic

exercises targeted for senior adults. My
main purpose has been to remind you
(and me) that we can easily go to
YouTube.com and find a wide assortment
of exercise videos we can use at home
right now. The links are connected to
important videos reminding all of us how
our breathing connects to our health,
our balance, our pain management, etc. I
know I often forget how critical good
breathing is to my overall health. Perhaps
you do too.
In case you have not been receiving my
emails, below are two great videos you
can do at home:
The Importance of Breathing Exercises
for Seniors
Standing Exercises for Older Adults
Regarding maintaining our mental
health, please read this article titled
“How churches can promote mental
health through the coronavirus
pandemic”. It was written by Stephen
Grcevich, a child and adolescent psychiatrist, as recent as April 6, 2020.
The good news I took from this article is
that our church is already doing many of
his suggestions. (Though we can always
do more and it takes the creativity of all
of us.) In particular, the paragraph below
stood out to me regarding our children,
youth, and families:
“The church can help by providing
individuals and families meaningful
Continued on p.12

11
11

opportunities to serve their friends and neighbors
during this time. Research from natural disasters
suggests involving vulnerable children in family
and community response during times of potential
danger increases resilience, defends against development of helplessness, and may help protect against
post-traumatic effects through promoting a sense of
agency and self-efficacy. Consider how your staff [or
you] might involve children, youth, and families in
plans to provide care and support to the people in
your church and surrounding communities”.

Recently, Ann Helmke, Faith Liaison for the city of
San Antonio sent out an appeal for help at 3 Homeless Care Hubs (see the maps for locations below).
She is asking for: hand sanitizer, motivational
notes, and volunteers to pass out food and hygiene
items. Please click here to register. For more info
contact: jenny.garcia@sanantonio.gov

This insight is what motivates me and I believe other
Trinity staff to encourage you to keep finding ways
to reach out to others. Not only is this a time when
the needs of people in our community are great, it
is a unique opportunity for us as Christians to show
Christ’s love. This is also a time when we can care for
ourselves and stay healthy as we serve others and prevent potential post-traumatic effects.
If you, or someone you know is mentally suffering,
there is an online resource you might want to check
out. It is called “7 cups of tea” and the organization is
located online at www.7cups.com. While this resource
provides free and confidential emotional and mental
health support service using private online chat
sessions with trained listeners, they now also offer a
paid service with certified counselors. You or your
friend will have the opportunity to choose between
the two options.
Trinity Baptist Church is a compassionate Christian
faith community. I continue to receive calls from
Trinity members asking how they can help others. My
first response is to ask them – or you – to pray and
ask God to bring people to your mind (neighbors,
family, church members or strangers) and to reach
out to them to check on them and learn about their
needs. During the week homeless individuals can
still push the call button at the Reception door of our
church and be given a bag of groceries from the TBC
Food Pantry.
We are also fortunate to
live in a compassionate
city! Daily, our mayor is
working to make hard
decisions and he has
engaged many of the faith
community leaders in
San Antonio to pray with
him for discernment.

I pray that God will guide us through
each day as we make decisions on how
to spend our minutes, our hours…
Vicki Hollon, D.Min.
Minister of Older Adults
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Stewardship
Thank you, Trinity Family
T

hank you, Trinity family, for continuing to give generously during this time
of world-wide crisis. As the severity
of the COVID-19 outbreak became more apparent in early March, Trinity leaders including staff, Finance Team, Stewardship Team,
Trustees, and Deacons became concerned
that there would be a shortfall of tithes and
offerings which would compromise our ability to continue our many ministries. Contingency plans to reduce expenses were considered if necessary.
But again, Trinity people stepped up and continued to give providing sufficient funds
to carry on the church’s many ministries. With the continued generosity of everyone
we have only a small deficit of less than $80,000. We know that during these difficult
times many in our congregation have little extra to give even though they love our
church deeply. However, with coordinated effort on the part of those who can give
now, we will overcome the small current deficit and be able to support our ministries.
Here are some ways we can continue to give support during this time of crisis:
1. We can continue to give regularly our tithes and offerings. To do this we can use
PushPay on the website or write a check and send it by mail.
2. If the Lord leads, this is a good time for us to give a special gift to aid a specific
ministry.
3. As some have done, we can consider sharing a portion of our stimulus check with
the church.
4. Most of all, we can pray for our church that we will be united and committed
during this time of need.
Written by Wayne Grant,
Stewardship Team Leader

Click the videos above to watch Trinity members share how giving impacts our church.
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Fruit Pickers Wanted
“Wherefore by their fruits ye shall
know them.” (Matthew 7:20 KJV)
There are hundreds in our congregation who are producing the
fruits of which Jesus was speaking,
quiet servants giving of their time,
talents, and resources. Soon our

Deacon Nominating Team (DNT)
will be seeking recommendations
for servants to be nominated to join
the servant organization we call
“Deacons.”
We ask that you begin to observe
your fellow TBC members and
identify those you would recommend to the DNT. Look at Acts
6:3-7 and I Timothy 3:8-13 to see
some of the qualifications. Potential
nominees must have been Trinity
members for at least three years.
When the DNT begins to seek
recommendations, we’ll provide

a form for letting us know who
among us is producing fruit. It is
not necessary to ask permission to
recommend a candidate for nomination (nominations should be
kept confidential). It’s the job of the
DNT, once recommendations have
been made, to examine the qualifications and to secure a candidate’s
permission to be nominated for
consideration by the Church.
Keep your eyes peeled, pick some
good fruit, and you’ll be hearing
from us soon.
Written by Joe Brake

Deacon Nomination Team Members Include: Phyllis Patterson,
Bettie Green, Greg Osborne, Wayne Daniels, and John Skaggs.

Scholarship Applications
The deadline to submit a scholarship application is quickly approaching. All applications must be
submitted by Friday, May 8, 2020
by 5:00pm
Members of the Scholarship Team
are: Sandee Johns, Chair; Marcia
Barr, Anita Foster, Kay Montgomery, Arline Patterson, Michael
Shanklin, and Sandra Stone.

The scholarships will be applicable
for the 2020-2021 school year and
applications may be obtained on
the church website.
People who are currently receiving
a scholarship are also required to
reapply and submit new reference
letters, updated transcript and
personal letter to the Scholarship
Team. Only completed applications
with all the required supporting
documents will be considered.
In order to maintain social distancing guidelines, applicants can bring
their packets to the library drop
box, located at the Trinity reception
office entrance off Mulberry Ave
or email the completed packet to
Cheryl at creyes@trinitybaptist.org.
Please call to verify receipt by the
deadline 210-733-6201.

Qualifications for applicants:
• Are working toward an undergraduate degree and/or pursuing career training for Christian
Ministry.
• Are committed Christian members of Trinity Baptist Church.
• Are pursuing a college/university degree at an accredited
institution.
These possible scholarships are
available only through God’s providence and the generosity of His
Church. Gifts to Trinity’s Scholarship Funds are always welcome.

Mark Barr

Church Administrator
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Missions Ministry

Coronavirus and Trinity Missions

T

he aircraft carrier Teddy Roosevelt
may have been taken off line due to the
Coronavirus, but Trinity Baptist Church
Missions have not slowed down. In fact, it is
full steam ahead! The pandemic required that
our approach change, but our mission remains
the same. Our Mission is to share Jesus and
His love with a lost and dying world. Our actions speak louder than our words. Jesus said,
“A new commandment I give you, Love one
another...by this will all men know you are my
disciples.”

Throughout the pandemic, we have been successful in maintaining contact with our international partners. We have communicated our commitment to pray for them and their mission efforts and for their personal
health and safety. We have made a special effort to contact and support our domestic
partners and have remained current in our financial commitments to them.
In addition, TBC has made a gift to the San Antonio Food Bank of $3,000 to support
the unprecedented need for food for many in our city. Alpha Home had a special need
to assist their alumni and TBC was able to provide a special gift of $5,000. Mark Barr
and August Higgins have done an outstanding job of meeting the needs of those coming to the church seeking help. In conjunction with the Inter-Faith group, TBC has
been a part of providing facemasks for the homeless.
Our C.A.R.E Ministry has made a special effort to maintain contact with those individuals in long-term care faculties. Though they cannot make personal visits with
these individuals, the C.A.R.E Ministry has maintained phone contact and have sent
numerous cards to encourage these individuals and say “we care about you and we
love you”.
TBC leadership has approached the San Antonio Baptist Association, the Baptist
General Convention of Texas, and the Baptist Health Foundation to see if there are
smaller churches or Bi-vocational Pastors that we could come alongside and assist in
this difficult time. Not just financial support, but truly sharing their hurt and walking
with them through truly difficult times.
The needs in our city, our state and our world are great. Our approach to these needs
has had change, but our mission to share Jesus’ love has not changed. In difficult times,
may we be found Faithful.
Written by Jim Furgerson,
Missions Ministry Team Leader
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Pray For Our Missionary

Scarlette Jasper serves with “Together for Hope” in the
Appalachian foothills of southeastern and south central Kentucky. A longtime champion for the economically disadvantaged, Scarlette ministers within some of
the poorest counties in the United States. She serves as
the director of Olive Branch Ministries, which assists
individuals and families experiencing homelessness,
survivors of domestic abuse, and families in medical
and financial crisis.

•
•

Those facing addictions or other barriers
to finding stability.
The community of
existing partners and
those feeling inspired
to join in ministry
with these families.

Drawing on local assets, Scarlette partners with
schools, housing authorities, churches, agencies and
other local entities to serve those most in need. These
partnerships enable Scarlette to organize grassroots
campaigns that enable the materially poor to gain
traction in society.

Now that you have purified your souls by your
obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You
have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of
God. 1 Peter 1:22-23

Pray for:
• Those who feel trapped in generational poverty.

More information about Scarlette and her minsitry
can be found by visiting www.cbf.net/jasper.

Alpha Home

A lot has happened in the last month. Alpha Home
is still open and accepting new clients daily. Staff that
can work from home are, and others are at our facilities keeping stability and structure for our residents.
We are accepting donations of disinfecting products
such as hand sanitizer, Lysol, etc.
Alpha Home is announcing our partnership with
Rise Recovery, Lifetime Recovery, Pay It Forward,
and United Way to provide the Bexar County area

with a 24-hour helpline for those seeking help with
substance-related issues.
By connecting individuals with the appropriate
agency, our efforts will ensure help is just a phone
call away. Our operators will listen intently, answer
questions, and provide a referral to the caller based
on their specific needs. We look forward to reaching
even more of our community who are searching for
much-needed support and a path to recovery.
“Alpha Home saved my life. If I wasn’t here, I would be
on the street or dead”.
– Raquel, Alpha Home Resident
HELPLINE NUMBER
210-927-4644
Written by Samantha Coleman
To be signed up for our newsletter, please email
scoleman@alphahome.org
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Faith Throughout COVID-19

Something Bigger Than Me

“Today’s the day. I was supposed to wear a fancy jacket, shake hands, walk across a stage
with my classmates, cry extensively over the memories gone and yet to be made. I’ve
been inside now a little over a month. Most of my friends at other schools get to finish
classes online and graduate on time. I have to wait now until June. Maybe longer, if this is
extended.
I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t devastated right now. That my heart isn’t heavy with sorrow.
But the best thing about Jesus is that in my neediness, my desperation, and my broken
heart, He is still there. And this moment, this time, is accounted for. There is something
so much bigger than me at work. It hurts, but what sweet light there is in these moments
spent over Zoom, FaceTime, phone calls, texts, social media, you name it. God is so
present, even in our ever present distress, turning mourning into dancing. Know that it’s
okay to hurt. To mourn what you’re missing. To hurt over what you’ve worked so diligently for. Also know that there is such sweet rest for you in Jesus.
He heals the wounds of every shattered heart. “From the ends of the earth I can to you, I call
as my heart grows faith; lead me to the rock that is higher.” Psalm 61:2
How is God healing your shattered heart in this time?

Written by Haley Hampton

Prepared and Fearless
“I appreciated your (Pastor Les) stories you told on the KSLR program...Our generation
heard all about the Great Depression. Our parents and grandparents learned how to
get over the challenges through their faith. Our children and grandchildren need to be
prepared and fearless.”
Written by Greg Osborne

An Experience for the Ages

“We tend to forget the uniqueness of each day for each person. I hope I will view others with my eyes wide open and try to appreciate the challenges these times bring to
all, yet different.
Al and I are blessed in so many ways and doing well. Our family is also, equally blessed, and doing well. We thank God each and every day for those blessings and His
goodness. We pray that you, Les and your family are well, too.
We have loved our Zoom Sunday School experience and our Worship Services on live
stream. Also, each and every Easter service was absolutely wonderful. What I will say,
however, the Maundy Thursday service was spectacular. I never uttered a word during
that entire time of worship. The sound...voices and instruments, lighting, the message...it was a gift or worship like few I have ever experienced. Please share my appreciation to each person whose work and dedication to our church have made this time so
special. Who would have known?
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So thankful for our blessings, for a church family who sincerely cares, and for our loving God. This is an experience for the ages!”
Written by Judy Cody

Video Resources From Trinity Productions

During this time of COVID-19 and social distancing, Trinity Productions has created several video resources to
help us connect with one another.
Topics include how to watch videos on Livestream, how to interact during services on Facebook, and how to use
QR codes. We encourage you to watch the videos and share them with your friends and family so that we can
continue to connect as the Trinity family.

How to Access Trinity’s LiveStream
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How to Create a Livestream Account

How to Like, Comment, and Share on Facebook

How to follow Trinity on Facebook

How to use QR codes

3 Easy Ways to Give to Trinity Baptist Church
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Prayer Requests

The mission of the Prayer Ministry is for prayer to be central to every ministry and
activity of Trinity Baptist Church and to support each person and each endeavor by
specific prayers. Through our Prayer Room we pray for the requests received by phone,
mail or e-mail, prayer requests cards from Sunday services and online from this website.
In addition we pray for the needs of our church, our community, our country, our world
and all those in authority.
“…for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” Isaiah 56:7
“Call upon me and I will answer you, and tell you great and mighty things that you do not
know.” Jeremiah 33:3
PRAYER ROOM
Do you have a prayer concern or need? Let us know how we may pray for you. It would
be our privilege to do so.
CALL US
Please call us at 210-738-PRAY (7729), TBC’s 24-hour prayer line. (If no one is available
please leave your request, which will be retrieved in a timely manner & prayer
will begin)

C.A.R.E. Receivers Birthdays
Though these members can’t always worship with us, they are an important part
of our Faith Family. We invite you to send a card to let them know you care.
May 27th
Violet Preston
Manor At Morningside
602 Babcock Rd Rm B12
San Antonio, TX 78201

May 30th
Margaret Lynch
Memorial Medical Nursing Home
307 W Cypress St, Rm 153
San Antonio, TX 78212

With Deepest Sympathy
The friends and family of Karina Shelton, 4.1.20
The friends and family of Nancy Tackaberry, 4.4.20
The friends and family of Elodia Salinas, 4.10.20
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From the Prayer Ministry
trinity prayer

By Alison Carnahan, coordinator of the Prayer Ministry

Colossians 4:2

F

rom time to time a spiritual principle will
resonate so deeply with me, that I write
it down in a special place as a continual
reminder. As I have read over this list in recent
days, I have found that several of these principles
are especially applicable during this time. Here is
what I am learning:
I am learning to live at peace, content with whatever transpires, because I know whatever happens, it is in God’s hands. This might seem like a
relatively elementary principle, but exceedingly
difficult to live out. Our human nature teaches us
to focus on what we are lacking, on the hardships
that are pressing in on us. We must pray that God
would take captive our thoughts and fill them
with truth, the truth of who He is and all that He
has blessed us with. When we can shift our attitude and our thinking from that of self-pity and
doubt, we can embrace the fullness of peace God
has designed for us. (Philippians 4:6-7)
I am learning to die to what I want, when I want
it, and instead choose to trust God to accomplish
what He desires. We live in a world of instant
gratification, and I fall easily into the idea that my
best thought or plan must be the highest good.
There is a danger in telling the world, or even
our own hearts, that our blessing is comfortable
living. Sometimes God places us in situations
or seasons that feel extremely distressing and
seemingly counter to His goodness, but we must
remember that the best thing for us is to be jus-

tified by His Son and then be sanctified through
the work of His Spirit in our lives. One exercise
I practice when facing turbulent times, is to ask
God to show me how He would like to mature me
through that situation. (Galatians 2:20)
I am learning that God’s purpose is to develop
my faith for the even greater goal of displaying
His glory in and through my life. Through this
maturing of believers, God shows Himself to a
broken world. When a believer shows love instead of hate, steadfastness instead of anxiety,
perseverance instead of hopelessness, God can
and does give glimmers of Himself to those who
do not know Him. He does it through extraordinary miracles and through everyday occurrences,
revealing His power and His goodness in equal
measure. (2 Corinthians 4:5-7)
I am learning that my faith is more important to
God than my feelings. Faith could simply be defined as taking God at His Word and obeying His
commands. God’s Word is constant and unchanging, but conversely, my mental state fluctuates
rapidly. This means that no matter what I experience, I can choose to depend on the Word of God
as the unchanging reality of my life. This kind of
response gives me the freedom both to be honest
with God about my feelings and to choose to believe God’s Word when my feelings contradict His
promises. Regardless of circumstances I can chose
to listen and to be obedient. (Proverbs 28:26)

If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry,
please contact Alison Carnahan at alnicoles@aol.com.

Our Pastoral Staff:
D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children
21

Judd Cochran, Minister of Students
Vicki Hollon, D.Min., Minister of Older Adults
Christopher Mack, Minister of Young Adults Jacob Sensenig, Minister of Music & Worship Arts
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