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Pastoral Reflections
This Christmas
Christmas is wonderfully unique. Trusting God forms tender hearts and tough character during trying
times. We all know trying times, like the times in which we are now living. And we know that our lives
are determined by how we respond during such times. This is why God wants us to know His tender
love. Trust opens the pathway by which God releases the resources we need, as we need them.
In the Gospel-Christmas story, the unseeable became the seeable. The untouchable became touchable.
The inaudible became audible. God identified with humanity by becoming human. And the manger
scene in Bethlehem became the moving and vital symbol of God’s pivotal revelation—perfect love in
human form transforming our own humanity. Sharing God’s Love is all about making God’s love known
in our world. Generosity is a sign of loving people. Thank you for your generosity.
Your contributions allow God’s love to be felt for thousands of people each week at our MulberryTriPoint-Alpha Home campuses, and our mission points around the world. Here are some highlights:
• 1 of 3 people joining Trinity are being baptized, celebrating their faith in Christ. Thank you.
• 60% of new members are ages 19 to 59. Thank you.
• We recently dedicated a Habitat house for a family of 5. Thank you.
• We provided Thanksgiving groceries for more than 115 families. Thank you.
• We are reaching hundreds of people every week through Bible Studies and small groups. Thank you.
• We are dynamically worshiping God, and expanding our invitation to San Antonio to join in our
worship services during the Christmas season. Thank you.
• We are prepared through Winter Wonderland to celebrate Christmas with families across San Antonio
at TriPoint on December 14th. Thank you.
• We are global leaders in missions, and our Missions Banquet on December 4th features Mina and
Gennady Podgaisky, who lead a family and children’s ministry in the Ukraine. Thank you.
However, as we head into the holiday season I need to also challenge us to give strongly to meet our
ministry commitments for 2019-20. Weekly we are lagging behind by $2,400 to meet the commitments
we have made in a streamlined budget for 2019-20. Now is a good time for us to close the gap so we
don’t end the year with a deficit.
Sharing God’s Love is who we are and what we are about. Your contributions are faithfully invested.
May we “see” Emmanuel, and in our seeing be lifted and
lowered into the heights and depths of the Messiah’s daily work.
God’s promise is fulfilled. But for it to take effect, we must be
Pastor Les
willing to trust Christ, receive the message as a never-ending
Dr. Leslie Hollon
Christmas, and go forward as joy to the world.
Senior Pastor
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Sermon Series by Pastor Les Hollon
The Wonder of Christmas, Advent 2019
WONDER stirs us: to hope by imagining God’s best; to work for the promise of God’s peace; to enjoy God; and
to be guided by love. “The Wonder of Christmas” is the name of our music ministry’s concert on Sunday evening, December 8th. How the wonder of Christmas can give shape to our whole lives is the theme of my December message series. With wonder, step into this Advent season.
December 1
“HOPE: The Wonder of
God’s Imagination”
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7; 11:1-10;
Matthew 1:1, 16-17
(Christopher Mack preaching at
Crossings)
December 8
“PEACE: The Wonder of God’s
Impossible Possibility”
Luke 1:26-38, 46-47, 56

December 15
“JOY: The Wonder of A
Dream Come True”
Matthew 1:18-25
December 22
“LOVE: The Wonder of
Love’s Journey”
Luke 2:1-7
December 24
“The Wonder of Christmas”
Luke 2:8-20

December 29
“The Wonder of God’s All”
Hebrews 2:10-12, 17-18; Isaiah
63:8; Psalm 148:11-14
(Christopher Mack preaching
both services)
January 5
“The Wonder of Christ-Light”
Matthew 2:1-15; John 1:4-5

Pastor Les

Forever Loved and Christmas Eve Services
On Wednesday, December 11th, we hope you will join us for our Forever Loved
Service at 6:00pm in the Mulberry Sanctuary. This special service is a reminder of
Trinity’s continued prayers for you in your loss of a loved one. The holidays can be
particularly difficult for those of us living in grief. We pray you are surrounded by
the Lord’s comfort and strength. This service is a meaningful time of reflection and
prayer. We pray it will be a helpful evening for you and yours.
On Tuesday, December 24th at 5pm in the Sanctuary, come make Christmas Eve at
Trinity part of your family tradition. Come light the candles, receive communion,
reflect on the season, connect with family and friends, and remember God’s gift to us.
Join us for this special evening to be reminded of the true meaning of Christmas

Ukraine Comes to Trinity
Ukraine is currently in the news, and is coming to Trinity Baptist Church! Beyond
the controversies stirring around Ukraine, we are bringing two of the world’s finest
missionaries to Trinity for our Global Missions Banquet on December 4th. The
missionaries are Mina and Gennady Podgaisky. The Podgaisky’s lead a multifaceted children and family ministry in Kiev.
Pastor Les and Vicki Hollon have been friends with them for 20 years, and are excited to introduce them to Trinity. Dinner begins at 5:15pm, and the program will
begin at 6:00pm. Let’s build hope by sharing hope.
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Music & Worship Arts Ministry
The Wonder of Christmas
The 2019 Advent season is upon us, and over
the next four weeks we will unpack the theme
“The Wonder of Christmas.” Not only is this the
title of our musical presentation on December
8th, but it is the title that Pastor Les has chosen
for his sermon series during Advent. During
this season of preparation for Christmas, we will
explore the many emotions which Christmas
evokes in us – the sense of awe and majesty, the
glory and pageantry, the calm reflection, the
resounding joy, the sadness of loneliness, and
the quiet assurance of hope.
Each Sunday during Advent, we will light a candle in the Advent wreath representing a different biblical theme – Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
This ritual will culminate on Christmas Eve as
we light the Christ candle, which symbolizes
the light of Christ entering into the world. What
could cause more wonder and awe than the
birth of the Christ child? The second member
of the Trinity coming to earth incarnated as an
infant, full of humanity and divinity.
On December 8th, the second Sunday of Advent, the hard work of all of our musical ensembles will culminate in a performance of “The
Wonder of Christmas.” This performance takes
place at 6:00pm and will feature our Chorale,
Orchestra, Children’s Choirs, members of our
Crossings Worship Band, and guest musicians.
The best part is that it’s free and open to the
public, as are all of our Advent and Christmas
services.
Over the past few years, the Heart of Texas
Concert band has held their annual Christmas
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concert at TBC and it brings in hundreds of
people from all across San Antonio. This year’s
concert, which takes place on December 15th
at 3:00pm, will once again feature the Dianne
Brumley Chorale and the River City Ringers.
Help us spread the news and get the word out
about these wonderful worship experiences!

Jacob Sensenig
Minister of Music &
Worship Arts

Children’s Ministry
Getting Relationships Right
I attended the “Getting Relationships Right” conference in Nashville during November. The Search Institute developed this training for leaders of schools,
after-school programs, and churches to strengthen
the relationships we build with young people.

mistakes. And then insist that they take responsibility for their actions. This can be very difficult, but it is
better to help our kids do this now than later in life.
One of our problems in society is when adults do not
know how to take responsibility for their actions.

It is important to remember that the consensus in
research shows very strongly that developmental
relationships in families play a powerful role in children’s development. Spend some quality time with
your child every week. The power of that relationship
is significant. Another interesting conclusion about
the nature of developmental relationships reveals
that when young people experience healthy relationships with parents, teachers, church leaders, and
others, they do better on a variety of psychological,
social-emotional, academic, and behavioral health
indicators (Roehlkepartain et al., 2017).

Provide Support - We can enable children to learn
how to navigate difficult situations and systems by
helping them complete tasks and achieve goals. We
had a saying in our house, “Potters don’t quit.” Help
your children work through tough situations by
supporting them and advocating for them, but giving
them boundaries that keep them on track.

If you are a parent, grandparent, or someone who
works with children, here are few things I learned
during this conference that I think will be very helpful as we continue investing in our children:
Express Care - One way we can do this is by being
dependable. When our son was in middle school,
he really enjoyed football and he was good at it. At a
time in his life when parenting was a bit tough, and I
felt I was always having to discipline and reprimand,
the football field provided a positive experience for
him. So, Robert and I made the decision that we
would be at every football game. That became our
priority. It was something he could depend on, that
we would be there, in the stands, cheering for him.
Challenge Growth - We need to help children live
up to their potential. We need to make sure we hold
them accountable and help them learn from their
5

Share Power - Respect your children. Include them
in collaboration on decisions they are old enough
to handle. Create opportunities for your children to
take action and lead. One way to do this on a spiritual level is to let them pray for meals and at family
occasions. We have been working with our kids on
this during Sunday school and Wednesday nights.
Their prayers are beautiful.
Expand Possibilities -Start talking to your kids
now about possibilities for the future. Expose them
to new ideas, experiences, and places. Let them be
around people who help them grow. That is one of
the best things I love about the Trinity community.
We have the opportunity for children to be around
adults who care about them, and help them see
things that we as parents may not even see.
Trinity is a wonderful resource for children in our
church and community. San Antonio is a city that
has many children with needs. They need a healthy
adult to invest in them.
Continued on p. 6

Sunday School Verses

Fall Fun Day

November 24th-December 15th
This is my command-be strong
and courageous! Do not be afraid
or discouraged. For the Lord your
God is with you wherever you go.
Joshua 1:9 NLT

We have been having a great
time at Parent’s Day Out! A few
weeks ago, we had Fall Fun Day
which allows the kids to dress
up in their favorite costumes.

December 22nd
For a child is born to us, a son is
given to us. The government will
rest on his shoulders. And he will
be called: Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6 NLT
December 29th
Live in harmony with each other.
Don’t be too proud to enjoy the
company of ordinary people.
And don’t think you know it all.
Romans 12:16 NLT

The TBC staff kindly participated to give the kids some treats
to make the day extra special.
Our Leopards Class also had a
special visit from Dr. Harper to
learn more about how doctors
help to keep us healthy.
The PDO Christmas Program is coming up on December 11th, and there
will be a cute retelling of the Nativity Story along with some songs performed by the classes. It is going to be great!
Thank you for your prayers and support of our program. We are glad
Trinity is able to minister to families in our community every week.

Winter Wonderland
100% chance of snow! The twelfth annual Winter Wonderland is on Saturday, December 14th. This is a great opportunity for your family to come
experience the joy of Christmas together.
Last year, almost 500 people attended the event. It is a wonderful time for
families from TBC and our community to come together and celebrate the
Christmas season.
Tickets are just $5. Visit the Children’s Ministry on Sunday morning, or
during business hours to get yours before we run out! The event will be held
at TriPoint and begins at 10am.

continued from p. 5

without a parent. They come with someone else and
need a “hero” in their life to walk beside them.

Research continues to show that even one positive
As you pray for God to lead you in a new opportuadult relationship can make all the difference in a
nity to serve, see if He is steering you towards partchild’s life. Our church has children who need relanering with our Children’s Ministry to
tionships like these. As you think about ways God
make a difference in our community.
may want you to go beyond your own household to
help, don’t discount working with kids in the church.
Not every child who enters our church has positive
Dr. Debbie Potter
relationships with adults in their lives. We have more
Minister of Children
children at Trinity now than ever before who attend
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Student Ministry
‘Tis the Season for the Student Ministry
Students and Parents,
As we wrap up 2019, we just want to say how
appreciative we are that we get to minister
with you and beside you at Trinity Baptist
Church. We have had a really great year and
are looking forward to 2020. This year we
began laying the foundation for growing our
youth ministry through the biblical principles
of: fellowship, discipleship, worship, ministry,
and evangelism. As we look forward to the
new year, my hope and our prayer is that we
will embody these principles as we live our
daily lives.
As we have begun to do this, we have seen
and will continue to see our group grow both
in numbers and in our relationships with the
Lord. It is truly a blessing to minister to you
here at Trinity Baptist Church.
Wednesday Night, November 20th, was a
great day for our youth ministry. On the
night of our third annual FRIENDSGIVING
celebration we had over 40 students in attendance. It was a fun-filled night with lots of
fellowship, lots of food, and lots of fun.
The most amazing part is that we saw several
new faces and our prayer is that you will
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invite them back. Great job students! We
knew you could do it.
We hope you have a very Merry Christmas
and a wonderful beginning to your new year!
In Christ,
Judd and Ethan

Connect with Us

Save the Date

Parents and students, stay up-to-date on our latest announcements by
following us on social media. We post event information, reminders, and
photos on both Facebook and Instagram.

DNOW

@tbcstudents_sa

/students.tbc

February 14-16, 2020
DNOW registration is now
open! To register, please visit
www.trinitybaptist.org/dnow

Super Summer

Youth Christmas Party
Students, you’re invited to our Christmas Party on
Wednesday, December 11th from 6-7:30pm in the
Student Center. Wear your ugly Christmas sweaters
and enjoy a lots of Christmas cookies and fun!

June 15-19, 2020
Super Summer will be held atDallas Baptist University.
For more information, please
contact Judd at
jcochran@trinitybaptist.org

Youth Camp

July 10-15, 2020
Camp Glorieta registration is
now open! To register your student, please visit
www.trinitybaptist.org/glorieta

End of Year Schedule
Wednesday Nights 6-7:30pm
(6-6:30pm Eat Together | 6:30-6:45pm Worship | 6:45-7:30pm Message)
Wednesday Nights are a time when we encourage our students to reach
out to their friends and ask them to be a part of what we are doing at TBC
Student Ministry.
Please take note of these Special Wednesday Night Dates:
December 4 - Missions Banquet (in the Mulberry Dining Room)
December 11 - Christmas Party
December 18, 25, and January 1 - No Wednesday Night Youth Activities
Sunday Mornings
9:00am Sunday School | 10:15am Sanctuary Worship | 10:45am Crossings
Whether your family worships in the Sanctuary or at Crossings, we
encourage all students to get involved and regularly attend Sunday School.
It’s a great opportunity for them to grow as followers of Christ!

Judd Cochran
Minister of Students
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Young Adults Ministry
Spirituality in Nature Group
Are you on a spiritual journey seeking a
place where God is experienced as a “still
small” voice speaking in the beauty of
creation? SING is a Spirituality in Nature
Group that meets consistently at regular
time to explore spiritual formation, ecological connection to creation, and experience
with the Divine in the group’s home ecosystem (San Antonio region). SING provides
time and space for mindful attention to the
Spirit and to the many aspects of the sacred ground we call home. January 11th at
Woodlawn Lake Park from 10:30am-noon
(meet at Pavilion near main parking lot)
January… Winter: Spirituality Laid Bare
Winter can be a threatening, anxious and
scary time for humans and non-humans
alike… Our familiar landscapes are harsh
and barren. The woods are eerily quiet,
devoid of noise, and seemingly devoid of
life… But winter too can be a time of spiritual insight and awakening. Vistas break
open, and there is a spaciousness in the
landscapes that can give us internal space
as well... Many of us read more and allow
ourselves to do less. We give ourselves permission to be fallow, a concept affirmed by
the Biblical concepts of Sabbath and Sab-
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batical years—rest for us, the animals and
the land. We go inside, both metaphorically
and literally. Annie Dillard says: “I bloom
indoors in the winter like a forced forsythia;
I come in to come out. At night I read and
write, and things I have never understood
become clear; I reap the harvest of the rest
of the year’s planting.”
Suggested (but definitely NOT required)
Readings: Dakota: A Spiritual Biography by
Kathleen Norris; Book of Jonah; A Pilgrim
at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard (pp.36-54)

Christopher Mack
Minister of Younger Adults

Announcements
TBC Young Adult Lunch
December 1st | After worship
Pearl Bottling Dep. Food Hall
312 Pearl Pkwy, Bld. #6, SATX 78215.
Diverse Chef-driven food stands. (Gluten Free/Vegetarian options available)
Women’s Small Group
December 9th & January 27th | 7:30-9pm
In November, the College and
Emerging Adult women met for the
second small group, and continued their
study on Proverbs and Spiritual Disciplines! This is an opportunity to study
scripture and theology and how it applies
to daily life. Mark your calendars for the
next two meetings and please join us at
Kristen and Lindsey’s apartment.
Citywide MLK March
January 20th | 10am
Trinity Baptist will participate in the
March. It will begin at the MLK Academy located at 3501 MLK Drive and ends
at Pittman-Sullivan Park
Dream Week TBC Event
January 25th, 2020 | 9:00am - 4:30pm
Can We Talk? - Learning how to reach
mutual understanding despite our
differences in these dividing times – An
Ecumenical Affair. More information to
come in January.

College & Emerging Adults Friendsgiving
The College and Emerging
Adults had our 3rd annual
Friendsgiving on Tuesday,
November 19th.
Our college and emerging adults joined together
and brought their favorite
Thanksgiving dishes to
Mid-Week as we celebrated
friendships and thankfulness
as a community.

Christmas Party
On Tuesday, December 10th, College and
Emerging Adults are invited to attend our annual
Christmas Party. This event will include cookie
decorating, ginger bread house making, and a
white elephant Christmas gift exchange! Please
join us at Michael and Nancy Brough’s at 7pm.

Be the Bridge Wednesday Night Small Group
With racial tensions as high within the American church as outside the
church, it is time for Christians to become the leaders in the conversation
on racial reconciliation.
This power-packed guide helps readers deepen their understanding of
historical factors and present realities, equipping them to participate in
the ongoing dialogue and to serve as catalysts for righteousness, justice,
healing, transformation, and reconciliation. The small group will begin on
January 8, 2020 at 6pm on the Mulberry Campus.
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Older Adults Ministry
Resources for the Church’s Care of People With Mental Health Problems
In the November 2019 Trumpet, I wrote about the
beginning of an Ad Hoc group of Trinity members
that want to help answer the question of how we can
best support individuals and families impacted by
Mental Illness. I also talked about the high probability that most of us at Trinity know someone who has
been or is currently being impacted by mental illness.
Therefore, this Ad Hoc group asked Caren Goodman,
Trinity member, Bible study teacher, and Logsdon
doctoral student, to recommend some books that
she has found helpful in her research on how congregations can support individuals with mental health
problems.
This is simply a first step, an invitation to each of
you to become better educated about the emotional
trauma of mental illness and the “compassionate care”
and “authentic friendship”, described by the authors
Caren recommends. As Christians and as a “Caring
Family of Believers”, we are challenged to keep growing and to learn what it means to show Christ’s love to
“our neighbors and our brothers and sisters in Christ”
who suffer with mental illness. I am grateful to Caren
for providing the following annotated bibliography:
Carlson, Dwight L. Why Do Christians Shoot Their
Wounded? Helping (Not Hurting) Those With Emotional Difficulties. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 1994. Dwight Carlson shows from both the
Bible and the medical field why those who suffer from
emotional difficulties deserve compassionate care not
condemnation. This book offers help both to those
who hurt and to those who counsel.
Greene-McCreight, Kathryn. Darkness Is My Only
Companion: A Christian Response to Mental Illness.
2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2015. Kathryn Greene-McCreight, priest and theologian, writes
out of her own experience with bipolar disorder. She
offers personal glimpses into the mind of mentally
ill persons, as well as, practical, forthright advice for
11

their friends, family, and clergy.
Simpson, Amy. Troubled Minds: Mental Illness and
the Church’s Mission. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 2013. Amy Simpson, whose family knows the
trauma and bewilderment of mental illness, reminds
us that people with mental illness are our neighbors
and our brothers and sisters in Christ. She guides us
to loving them well and becoming a church that loves
God with our whole hearts and souls and minds.
Swinton, John. Resurrecting the Person: Friendship
and the Care of People with Mental Health Problems.
Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2000. John Swinton
argues that while mental illnesses are often biological
and genetic in origin, the real handicap experienced
by those struggling from mental illness is imposed by
the reactions and attitudes typical of our culture. The
author suggests that the key to the effective pastoral
care of individuals with severe mental illness lies not
only within the realms of psychiatry, therapy, and
pharmacological intervention, but in the re-humanization which results from the relationship of authentic friendship.
Webb, Marcia. Toward A Theology of Psychological
Disorder. Eugene, OR: Cascade Books, 2017. Marcia
Webb explores attitudes about psychological disorder
in the church and compares them to the scriptural
testimony. She offers theological and psychological
insights to help contemporary Christians integrate
biblical perspectives with current scientific knowledge about mental illness.

Vicki Hollon, D.Min.
Minister of Older Adults

Winter/Spring 2020 Small Groups
There are additional Small Group Bible Studies for all ages every Sunday morning, 9:00 - 10:00 am on the Mulberry Campus.

A Beth Moore Study (for women)
Led by Laurie Bracher
Begins Monday, January 27, 9:3011:30am, Ed Rm 301
Dialogue (for men & women)
Meets Sundays, 6:00-8:00pm, in
homes every other week. The group
will begin January 12. New participants are welcome! Please contact
Veronica Grant for details.
210-307-6900
Mid-Week for College and
Emerging Adults (18-25)
Led by Sarah Sensenig
begins Tuesday, January 27, 7:00 pm
in the Mulberry Choir Room.
TACO
Led by Mary Osborne and John Hale
Begins Tuesday, January 7, in the TriPoint Hub & Conf. Rooms 1 & 3.
Food & Fellowship will be at 6pm,
followed by Bible Study from
6:30-7:30pm.
New Couples Group
Begins Sat., January 11th at 5:30pm,
at Judd and Jennifer Cochran’s Home

Romans: Connecting Our Beliefs &
Actions (men & women)
Led by Pastor Les &
Rev. Patrick Gahan
Begins Wednesday, January 8, 7:15-8
am at TriPoint, Conf Rm 2

The following Adult Small Groups
will begin Wednesday, January 8,
6:00-7:30 pm on the Mulberry
Campus:
Circle of Sisters (for women)
Led by Rhonda Jones & Sue Schank
We will study the book of Job by Lisa
Harper, Ed Room 301

Men’s Thursday Group
Led by Gary Higgs
January 2, 12 noon, McCarty Conference Room, Mulberry Campus
Band of Brothers (for men)
Begins Thur., January 9, 12 noon,
Led by Karl Schank and Pat Nolan
Room 2 at TriPoint
McCarty Conf. Room
Writing Down the Spirit
Led by Jeff Cowart begins Thursday,
January 16, 6:30-8pm, Ed. Rm 301

Ministry to Moms (for moms)
Led By Barbara Bach, Carol Lecholop, Susie Marett, Nancy Yale, &
DeeDee Brogran / CLC Grand Room

Precepts (a Kay Arthur study for men
and women)
Pastor’s Bible Study
Led by Fredda Gill
Led by Pastor Les
Begins Friday, January 10, 9:30am,
Dining Room
CLC Grand Rm
Dave Ramsey Financial Peace Study
Proverbs 31 Women (for women)
Led by Julie Kroninger
Led by Cindy Levy begins Sat., Janu- Education Rm. 307-311
ary 4 and meets the 1st Sat. of
every-other month. 11am – 1pm,
Young Adult Small Group
CLC Grand Room
Led by Christopher Mack,
Ed Room 313

Church-Wide Christmas Caroling for All Ages
Wednesday, Dec. 18 | 6:00pm | Mulberry Dining Room
Are you ready for a meaningful addition to your Christmas traditions? Plan to bring
your family and friends for a beautiful evening of Christmas Caroling as we go in
teams to sing to some of our homebound members. Then, plan to come back to campus for sharing stories, pictures with Santa, hot chocolate, cookies, and popcorn!
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Open Hands

Growth

Treasures

Kingdom Building Gifts

Perpetual

Growth

ustainable
Brandon Sappington,
Stewardship Team Member

Time

Blessing

Legacy

ime

Giving

Blessing

Perpetual
Open Hands
Gratefulness Mission
Treasures
rowth Achieve
Time Generosity BGlessing
Perpetual

Open Hands
Blessing Loving

nvest

He wants your financial and giving life to be
another blessing from Him. But seeking it in
earnest and trusting Him means seeking out
advice and people that can help you make the
most of your money. Try some of the classes
that Trinity offers with faith and finances. God
wants joy in your life, not fear. And the more
you trust God, the more joy he brings to you.

Open Hands
Vision Mission

Achieve

Gratefulness Accountability
Mission Talents

Blessing Loving

Mission

Invest

ustainable

“He who began a good work
in you will carry it
egacy
on to completion” (Philippians 1:6 NIV).

eturn on nvestment

eturn on nvestment

nvest

If you aren’t at a place where you can part with
the money, don’t do it. But if you can’t, then
ask God to show you how to get there. He
brought you here. Trust Himustainable
enough to ask for
that desire to get to a place where you can give
without doubt. Give God a chance. He changes
people that really seek His help in earnest.

Blessing Loving

Gifts Achieve

Mission
Vision

Gifts

Perpetual

Growth

Treasures

nvest

He is faithful. If you try you’ll see.

Dispel the doubt. Give Him a chance to show
you what giving and sacrificing with no doubt
and full trust can do for you and yourustainable
life and
relationship with God. Now, if you’re reading
this and thinking, “Ok, I guess I’ll do this. If
this is what it takes, then I can part with X
eturn onofnvestment
amount
money. I hope this is worth it.” then
nothing is coming out of the slot machine. For
this to work, you have to think more along
the lines of, “God I trust you, and am grateful
egacyfor the things that you’ve given to me. I want
nvest from
nvestto give this back to you because it came
you, and I think what I’m giving this money
to will use it for your glory and to help me be

egacy

a part of your plan.” Giving isn’t about getting
anything back. It’s about trust and building a
relationship. When you tithe, you’re sacrificing
not gambling. The return is in walking in step
with your God. It’s the joy of having Him in
control.

Open Hands

Achieve

Time

Mission
Vision

Perpetual

Growth

Treasures

Gifts

eturn on nvestment

If fear is any part of your financial life, try
trusting God with your money.

egacy

Accountability
Talents

lessing

Achieve

ustainable

Fear is not a part of God’s plan. You should
fear
and
His power and His control
eturn
onrespect
nvestment
over His creation, but God doesn’t want you
to be afraid. “Fear not” is one of the more
frequently used phrases in the Bible. He sent
His son to be our Blessed Redeemer. God is
egacy
the only one that can give peace that passes all
nvestunderstanding. We are to come to nvest
our Father
in Heaven as a child comes to their father. To
be held by Him. To be counseled by Him. To
be supported by Him.

Talents

Mission B

Invest

Blessing Loving

Mission

Gifts Achieve

eturn on nvestment

Trust God. Overcome Fear.

Perpetual
Talents

Accountability
Talents
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From the Church Administrator
End of Year Giving
Everything we own, everything
we have, comes from God. When
we give, we offer him a very small
portion of all the abundance he
has already given to us. Giving is
an expression of our thankfulness
and praise to God! It comes from a
heart of worship; for everything we
give already belongs to him!

lives are touched, people are fed,
disciples can grow, and we are able
to fulfill our goals that were adopted
during the annual meeting when
we approved our Ministry Plan for
2019 and 2020.

from 10am -2 pm, to receive any
year-end gifts you want to make.
When you arrive on campus, please
contact him through his office
phone, (210) 738-7785, or cell
phone, (210) 725-0661, so that he
can direct you to the door you will
need to use to enter.

Because all gifts to the church are
subject to IRS deadlines, please remember that all year-end gifts must God Bless You and have a
What better way to celebrate the
be received in the church office, or Merry Christmas!
birth of Jesus Christ than to give to postmarked before midnight on
the Church so that we can continue December 31 to be deducted in
to share the word of God with our
the present tax year. Robert Stein,
community! Through your gifts, the TBC’s finance director, will be on
Mark Barr
word of God is preached, people’s
campus on Tuesday, December 31,
Church Administrator

Announcements

Financial Peace University

There will be no Faith Family
Night on December 25th or
January 1st. Regular Wednesday
night activities, including new
Winter/Spring Small Groups,
will resume on January 8th.

No more money fights! With Financial Peace University (FPU), you and
your spouse will learn how to create (and stick to) a budget, save for
emergencies, and make a plan for the future. Doesn’t that sound peaceful?
Trinity is offering FPU just for you starting January 8th during FFN. If
you’re interested in learning more, please email Cheryl at
creyes@trinitybaptist.org

Our offices will be closed Tuesday, Dec. 24th through Thursday, Jan. 1st. If you need to get in
touch with the church, call the
main line. The answering service
will take your message, and give
to the Pastor on Call.

The class will be taught by TBC Member
Julie Kroninger and will be held on Wednesday evenings during FFN. You will learn
about topics such as paying off debt, saving,
and investing in your future.
Join us as we learn how to stop feeling overwhelmed and start feeling in control of our
personal finances.
14
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Missions Ministry
Share the Abundent Life
Each year, we at Trinity participate in a Christmas Offering for Global Missions. This year,
the theme is “Share the Abundant Life.” The theme is taken from John 10:10, where Jesus
says, “I have come that they might have life, and that they might have life more abundantly.” Your gift to the Offering will join with the gifts of other generous people to fund Cooperative Baptist Fellowship field personnel serving around the world. Gifts to the offering
are not designated to one particular mission program. The Offering for Global Missions is
unique in that every penny you give goes directly to support our CBF Missionaries.
Through this offering, we have the distinct opportunity to partner with our missionaries in
sharing the love of Christ with a lost world.
One-by-one, as people become believers,
they begin to experience the abundant life.
Not always a physically easy life, but a life
in which they begin to experience the fruits
of the Holy Spirit. For the first time in their
lives, they may experience hope, joy, peace,
love, humility, kindness, gentleness, and
self control. It is our opportunity to partner with our missionaries in changing our
world, one individual at a time.
The Trinity Missions Team has set a goal of
$50,000 for this year’s offering. The offering will be taken through the end of January 2020.
Let’s do all we can to really make a difference in our world this Christmas.
Jim Furgerson, Missions Ministry Team Leader
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Habitat for Humanity House Dedication
On Saturday, November 16th, Habitat for Humanity celebrated the completion and dedication of 11 new homes.
Trinity, thank you to all of you who contributed to the sacred and missional project. Through your gifts, the Gospel message of Christ’s love for
the world has been delivered in the form of a new home for a beautiful
family with three young children who will now have a home of their own
just in time for the Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday.

SABA Hunger Walk

Do Christmas Boxes Make A Difference?

On Saturday, November
2nd, several members of our
Church gathered at Commanche Park to participate in the
San Antonio Baptist Association, “Hunger Walk.”

This week we received a new letter from
a Human Relief Worker in a Muslim
Country thanking us for participating
in the Samaritans Purse Christmas
Shoe Boxes mission project.

100% of the money raised by
this walk goes directly to San
Antonio Baptist Churches that
distribute food to individuals
in need. The Trinity Missions
Team receives funds from this
event to support our Bountiful
Blessing Ministry and Trinity
Food Pantry.
Thank you to our members
who participated in the SABA
Hunger Walkers!

In the letter she says, “the boxes given
to the children open the door to sharing the Gospel with Muslim parents.”
“Thanks” Trinity for the way you
support this ministry. The 217 boxes from our members have been
collected and will be distributed to children across the world! Your
generosity allows us to partner with Samaritan’s Purse in sharing the
Love of Jesus.

“For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.” (2 Corinthians 4:5, NIV).
16
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More Trinity News
From Your 2019-2020
Staff Appreciation Team
It’s that wonderful time of year! Tried and True recipes bringing smiles! Homemade pies for our staff at Thanksgiving, whether near or far away miles.
From LOTS of loving holiday bakers here at TBC, each pie is a tangible reminder
of our appreciation – one that our staff can see! (And also one that they can taste
and enjoy with their dear family!)
A BIG thank you to ALL of you bakers! We so appreciate your effort and time.
Please know that the staff appreciates YOU as they enjoy your pie, so sublime!!

Trinity Ornament
Plan to purchase this one-of-a-kind Trinity Christmas ornament for yourself and
as a great gift for friends and loved ones who were baptized, married, etc., and
have spiritual roots at TBC!
Engraved on the back of the ornament is “Trinity Baptist Church, San Antonio,
TX”. The cost is $20.00 each ($7.15 additional for mailing).All proceeds from the
sale of these ornaments will be used for TBC missions.
Ornaments will be sold throughout the end of December. You can purchase them
on Sunday mornings, during Wednesday Night services, and in the Church Office
during regular business hours.
If you are interested in purchasing an ornament call (210) 733-6201.

Alternate Routes for Sunday, December 8th
Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon returns to our area again this year on December 7th and 8th. Though there will be no closures
directly around the Mulberry campus, there may be some inconveniences for those who attend Crossings service. We
are working with the City of San Antonio and marathon organizers to find the best possible routes for everyone on Sunday so that we can all make it to either the 10:15 and 10:45 service as well as to Sunday School at 9:00. Please visit our
website for alternate route suggestions by entering “Marathon” into the search field or visit:
www.trinitybaptist.org/rock-n-roll-marathon.
17
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“Living Loved as We Share the Love of Christ with Others.”

Please join us for an

Elegant Christmas Coffee
Saturday, December 7 ~ 10—12 Noon
Trinity Dining Room
Bring a friend ~ and a pair of Children’s Socks
to go under the Christmas Tree for Sharing.

Come expecting to be Blessed and filled with Heavenly Joy as

we share the Love of Christ with one another ~ while enjoying
“Beautiful Music” & home-made “Christmas Goodies” with Friends!
“The Joy of brightening other lives . . .
Becomes for us the magic of the Holidays!”
Register Online or Call Sue Pankey at 210-219-3456
Childcare Reservation by 11/29: Monica at 210-738-7779
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Trinity Partners
Alpha Home
Alpha Home has a lot to be grateful for this month.
Thanksgiving thanks to Trinity Baptist Church!

Jenna still remembers the
day she came to Alpha
Home. “I didn’t think I
We are looking forward to our February 27th Doorneeded help, because I
ways of Hope Luncheon. We are honored to announce wasn’t an addict. I can only
actress, author, and advocate, Mackenzie Phillips as our laugh at myself now for
keynote speaker. Mackenzie first completed drug treat- thinking that. Everything
ment in 1981 and returned to her current role on “One just became too much.”
Day at a Time.” However, she relapsed and entered
long-term rehab in 1992. Mackenzie currently works at Jenna was balancing life
the Breath of Life Healing Center in West Hollywood,
as a mother and full-time
CA as a drug rehab counselor, and in 2018 appeared in student at the time and alcohol became a way for her
several episodes of Netflix’s “Orange is the New Black.” to relax. “I didn’t realize how much it altered me,” she
remembers. “One day my daughter asked me, “MomMackenzie has written two books about addiction:
my, why are you so sad?” I couldn’t believe it. I thought
• High On Arrival (2009)
I hid everything so well… that was my wakeup call.”
• Hopeful Healing: Essays on Managing Recovery
Jenna started looking online for tips to recovery and
and Surviving Addiction (2017)
that is when she found Alpha Home. Now sober for
two years, Jenna has become an Alpha Angel – giving
Tuesday, December 3, 2019 is #GivingTuesday – a day $15 a month towards helping other women like her
to celebrate philanthropy in our communities. During who are battling addiction. “It seems like such a small
this time, we hope that you will think of making a gift
amount for what they did for me, but I want to give
to Alpha Home to help one of the many women who
back in any way I can.”
come through our doors each year.
If you are interested in becoming an Alpha Angel at
Bling for my King Sale is going on Saturday, Decemany amount, please contact us at
ber 14th from 9am-3pm at the Trinity Baptist Church
donate@alphahome.org.
Gymnasium and proceeds will benefit the women of
Alpha Home, women like Jenna*.
*name changed to protect identity

Bling for My King
Trinity Family, LIVE! Ministries and She Is Ministry
is calling on all the “hippy chicks” of TBC to donate
all their gently-used Bling, purses, clothes, shoes, and
boots to sell at our second annual Bling For My King
garage sale to benefit the programs of Alpha Home.
Donations will be accepted at the Reception Desk
through the end of November. The Garage Sale will
19
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be held, Saturday, December 14th, 9- 3pm in the TBC
Gym. Volunteers are also needed to help price and sort
on Friday, and to run the sale on Saturday. For any
questions, please call Gaye Litton 210-607-0589.

Welcome New Members
Not Pictured:
Courtney Huff
By Letter
Michael and Nikki Enright
By Letter

Joshua Huff
By Letter

Karen Green
By Letter

Thomas and Deborah Wachsmuth
By Letter

C.A.R.E. Receiver Birthdays
Though these members can’t always worship with us, they are an important part of our Faith Family.
We invite you to send a card to let them know you care.
Jeanie Riddell
Dec. 2nd
C/O Nancy Palmer
3801 Farmingdale Dr
Arlington, TX 76001
Anne Mosley
Dec. 8th
610 Walder Trl
San Antonio, TX 78260

Pat Pope
Dec. 8th
The Forum at Lincoln
Heights
311 W. Nottingham Dr.
Memory Care, Apt 312
San Antonio, TX 78209

D.J. Earls
Dec. 30th
Gentle Touch Personal
Care Home
1219 Lake Pt
San Antonio, TX 78245

Sarah Barron
Dec. 26th
Isle At Watercrest
6906 Heuermann Rd Apt 272
San Antonio TX, 78256

In Deepest Sympathy
The family and friends of Julia Medina 10.27.19
The family and friends of Bob Beal 11.12.19
The family and friends of Johnny Heard
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From the Prayer Ministry
trinity prayer
Colossians 4:2

By Alison Carnahan, Prayer Ministry Leader

“Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners—of whom I am the worst. But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in
me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those
who would believe in him and receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 1 Timothy 1:15-17 NIV
Please pray for the Global Missions Banquet on
Wednesday, December 4. Pray that this would be
a time of joyful celebration and somber reflection.
As we remember the abundance that we have been
given, let us not grow weary of being involved in
local and global missions, and supporting those
who tirelessly serve our Lord all over the world,
including, Mina and Gennady Podgaisky.
Please pray for the Amazing Ladies Elegant
Christmas Coffee on Saturday, December 7. May
this time be blessed, with uplifting conversation
and God-glorifying fellowship. May each woman’s life be a testament to the hope she finds in
her redemption through Christ Jesus, the babe of
Bethlehem.
Please pray for “The Wonder of Christmas”
performance on Sunday, December 8. Pray for
the Chorale, Orchestra and children’s choirs as
they prepare for this time of worship. Pray that
the many from our church and community that
attend would be uplifted as they begin this advent
season with an experience of adoration and celebration. Pray that the program would be the catalyst to make each heart reflect on the deliverance
of mankind, through the costly gift of Christ’s
death as the penalty for all our sins.

Please pray for the PDO Christmas program on
Tuesday, December 10. Pray that these seeds from
God’s word would be planted deep in the hearts
of the PDO children, and that they would never
stray from its powerful hold in their lives. Pray
that each PDO parent would be encouraged.
Please pray for the Forever Loved Service on
Wednesday, December 11. Pray for all of those
who suffer and grieve this holiday season, because
they have experienced the sting of death. Pray that
they would be comforted, and that God would fill
their hearts with inexplicable joy.
Please pray as the Children’s Ministry hosts its annual Winter Wonderland on Saturday, December
14. Pray for the many who come, that this time of
fun would draw them toward the mystery, wonder, and awe of those first Christmas events. Pray
that each child and adult would live to magnify
God in their own hearts, in the words that they
say, and in the actions that they take every day.
Please remember to pray for the staff and their
families as they enjoy the holidays together while
church offices are closed Tuesday, December 24 –
Wednesday, January 1. Pray that this would be a
great time of rest and rejuvenation.

If you are interested in learning more about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry,
please contact Alison Carnahan at alnicoles@aol.com.

Our Pastoral Staff:
D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children

Judd Cochran, Minister of Students
Vicki Hollon, D.Min., Minister of Older Adults
Christopher Mack, Minister of Young Adults Jacob Sensenig, Minister of Music & Worship Arts
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