PASTORAL
REFLECTIONS
Can You Think with the Mind of Christ?
Paul wrote: "Let this same attitude and purpose and (humbled mind) be in you which was in Christ Jesus. (Let Him dwell
within you and you will feel His imprint on your thoughts and feelings.)" Philippians 2:5

Praying with Your Mind's Eye: AWAKENING
The term "mind's eye" conveys our inner capacity to visualize and experience. The brain is an organ of our body with
responsibilities to process the functioning of our entire body. The "mind" is our capacity to take the sum total of our
senses (using the brain) and intuition to engage and apprehend the deeper and broader meaning of experiencing life.
Our "mind" is intimately involved in spiritual life and prayer. The Great Commandment includes loving God with our
entire "mind". (Mark 12:28-34) When we submit ourselves in prayer, God will guide our "hearts and minds". (Phil. 4:6-7)
One of the ways we activate our "mind's eye" is to close our physical eyes. Following are some of the ways that we
naturally and/or intentionally close our eyes:
Pray with eyes closed to disengage in order to re-engage.
We close our eyes to sleep in order to awaken rested.
We close our eyes to blink, moisten our eyes.
We close our eyes to imagine.
We close our eyes to be surprised.
We close our eyes to create some time separation.
We close our eyes to absorb meaning of what we saw.
We close our eyes from normal life to see everything freshly, more clearly.
We close our eyes to vision.
Meditation is a significant way to pray with eyes closed. We relax into a sense of being "half awake, half asleep". Then
we allow our mind to be a screen on which we can visualize God's promises, such as Psalm 23. And all of this enabled
Paul to experience how he could “do all things through Christ who strengthened him.” (Philippians 4:13)

Honoring Our Veterans
Jesus is the Prince of Peace. We grieve whenever wars are fought.
And pray that the sins which cause wars will end. We are grateful for
our veterans who serve in order to make this true. So we are
honoring our veterans twice this November. On Sunday, 11/12 and
during our Wednesday, 11/15 Dinner & Service we will recognize
our veterans. Also we will ask veterans of the Korean and Vietnam
Wars to share a brief story. Blessings on our veterans.
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Pastor Les

Dr. Leslie Hollon
Senior Pastor

November Sermon Series
Joy, Grace, and Thanksgiving live side by side. They party together. They help each other. Which is why they all share
the same root word, char. This New Testament word for “joy” is built into “grace” and “thanksgiving”. A joyful life is
built with grace and reveals gratitude. Char builds sustainable character.
My November messages highlight 4 transforming stories. Each story reveals how you can know lasting joy through
amazing grace which will make you forever grateful. Each story begins with what happens when.
November 5
“When Our Soul Is In the Lost & Found” (Psalm 51)

November 19
“When We Say ‘Thank You’” (Luke 17:11-19)

November 12
“When We Find Our Way Home” (Luke 15:11-32)
(CMack preaches in Crossings)

November 26
“When God Shows Up When You Least Expect Him”
(1 Thessalonians 5:12-24)

Let God’s Word speak into your life.

Pastor Les
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Peace and Giving Thanks
I’m writing this article with the sounds of the Composer’s
Weekend with Joseph Martin still ringing in my ears. I’ve
known Joe for over 8 years and we’ve worked on
numerous conferences together, but this was the first
time I have ever been able to connect him to a local
church where I have the privilege of serving. His talent
and musical insights propelled the Chorale to a more
confident and fuller sound over just the course of two
short days, as we tackled one of the most difficult
anthems we’ve ever performed. Those who attended the
banquet were also blessed to hear both Sue and Joe share
the amazing talents God has given them. The entire
weekend was a blessing and the incredible
congregational singing with the orchestra on Sunday
morning was the perfect way to cap off this memorable
experience. Thanks to everyone who helped make this
weekend possible, especially Dean Zarmbinski and Mary
Hamilton, and to the Chorale for their faithfulness to
learning new music and their ability to perform at such a
high level!
October also presented the first of our Fanning Foyer
Festivals for the 2017-2018 season. Zachary Ridgway led
in a beautiful program of Brahms, Chopin and Mahler
with Rick Novak, tenor and Gary Fair, clarinetist. We had
over 100 in attendance, making this one of the best
attended Fanning Foyer Festivals we’ve ever had. Our
next Festival will be on January 19th with Mark Anthony
Cruz, the guitar professor at Texas State. He will bring a
fantastic program of hymn arrangements and classical
music.
After such a busy October, I know that I’m looking
forward to the month of November, which in a Music
Ministry is the peace before the storm that is the Advent
season. During this month, we stay busy in rehearsals
preparing Advent and Christmas music, but we also
pause to give thanks for the abundance that God has
given us. That’s particularly appropriate after these
incredible musical experiences.
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J acob Sensenig

Jacob Sensenig
Minister of Music and Worship Arts

December 3, 2017 - 7:00 PM

San Antonio Mastersingers present “Messiah”
The San Antonio Mastersingers return to Trinity Baptist Church to present one of their annual performances
of Handel’s “Messiah”. Premiered in 1742, this choral work has become one of the most enduring and often
performed work in the sacred choral/orchestral repertoire. With a Libretto taken entirely from Scripture,
this work will be a spectacular way for Trinity Baptist Church to enter into the Advent season.

December 10, 2017 - 6:00 PM

Trinity Chorale, Orchestra and Children’s Choirs present “Agnus Dei”
The Latin text “Agnus Dei,” means “Lamb of God” and was spoken by John the Baptist to describe Jesus Christ.
Michael W. Smith wrote one of the most popular settings of this text in recent years and this year’s Christmas
program will present the Christmas music of Michael W. Smith, along with other popular Christmas Carols.
The Chorale, Orchestra and Children’s Choir’s will lead us in this dramatic and sacred presentation.
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Children’s Ministry
Where Do You Want to be on Your Birthday?
This past Wednesday I celebrated another birthday.
Someone asked me what I was going to do and I said, “Well
I will be at work, it is a Wednesday.” They responded, “you
can’t take off that night to celebrate?” So I began to think
about why I wasn’t taking the night off. And I came up with
a very simple answer. Trinity is my community and family.
I am lucky to get to “work” on my birthday. I teach and
work with some of the most incredible people. They love the
children here, but they also love me. They have modeled
Jesus love to me on more occasions than I can count. It is
easy for me to teach about Jesus with them, because I have
seen Him through them many times. And then I got to
celebrate with children. As they were eating pink cupcakes,
wearing princess crowns and singing to me, I realized how
lucky I am to be celebrated and loved.
I am so blessed to share happiness and pain with my Trinity
family. You have all made some very painful times more
bearable and certainly have made the celebrations more
special. I am thankful that children at TBC get to see adults
who treat each other with love and respect.
So........ where would I want to be on my birthday?
Right where I was, at Trinity Baptist Church.

Dr. Debbie Potter
Minister of Children

November Memory Verse
“Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you
to thank him because you believe in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:18
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October was a fun month at Parents Day Out!! The weather
is getting cooler and the children seem to be settling into
their classes wonderfully. As you can tell from some of our
pictures, we do have fun here!!
On Tuesday, December 12, we will have our annual Parents
Day Out Christmas program. We would love to have
volunteers come and greet the parents of our children on
that day. It would be a great opportunity for the PDO
parents to meet some of our church members. Hope some
of you have the time to join us that day as greeters. If
anyone is interested, please contact me at 210-738-7753 or
my email at kpolanco@trinitybaptist.org
Please continue to pray for our program. We are growing
and many of our families are attending Trinity now. We give
God the glory for our continued success.
Blessings,
Ms Kay Polanco, PDO Director

Donations Needed

Donations of the following goods are needed in
the Children’s Center for Winter Wonderland:
Tropicana Orange Juice
24 Pack

Mixed Fruit Cups
16 Pack

1st Grade Bible Ceremony
On Sunday, November 12th, first graders will be given their
Bibles. The ceremony begins at 9:00 am during Sunday School at
the Mulberry Campus.

New Believers Class (for Kids)
Led by Debbie Potter, Ph.D. - Has your child been asking
questions about accepting Christ? Have they accepted Christ but
have not been baptized? This class is for children (and parents)
who would like to take the next step toward Baptism. We will
meet Sunday, November 5th @ 9 am on the Mulberry Campus.
Please RSVP @ dpotter@trinitybaptist.org to reserve a spot.

It’s that time of year again- Winter Wonderland will be on December 2nd. Come experience the joy of
Christmas with food, games, music and much more! Get your tickets today!
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TBC Deacon Ordination
Wednesday, November 29 | Dining Room, Mulberry Campus
Join us for this meaningful occasion as Jerry Carnahan is ordained as a
new deacon and Bettie Green is recommissioned to serve Trinity.
Pray it will be meaningful service. Pray for each new deacon to be
dedicated to service and responsive to the needs put before them. Pray the
church family will commit to praying for these newly ordained deacons.

“Watch carefully, the magic that occurs,
when you give a person just enough comfortto be themselves.”
This is one of my favorite quotes, and, a lot of ‘magic’ occurred
around our gracious hostesses’ tables
at the TBC Amazing Ladies of Trinity October event of
‘Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner’!
56 Trinity Baptist Church women (7 first time guests!)from 24 zip codes (!)
were invited by 6 hostesses (1 first time hostess) to attend a dinner with surprise guests!!
There were 3 dinners held on Monday night, October 2nd,
1 dinner held on Tuesday night, October 3rd,
and 2 dinners held on Thursday night, October 5th!
What a great turnout for this 15th time that we’ve held this event!

Thanks to everyone who signed up to participate...as a hostess and as a guest!
What fun it was to meet and greet other TBC women in a casual dinner setting.
Amidst the laughter, the delicious food, the sharing, and the fun,
we all came away with some new found ‘friends’!
That’s what “ChurFh” is all about!
Join us in April, 2018, for the next “Guess Who’s Coming To Dinner”!

Mashed Potato Bar
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Adult Ministry
Young Adult Community Lunch
1st Sunday of Every Month!
This past month we had a great kickoff to our Young Adult
Community Lunch. College students, young professionals,
and young marrieds gathered around salads, fish tacos, and
great burgers for a wonderful time of connection across small
groups and Sunday Bible Studies.

Be sure to get these upcoming
dates on your calendar!
November 5: Demo’s Greek Food, 2501 N. St. Mary’s St,
78212. Mediterranean food.
(Gluten Free and Vegetarian options available)
December 3: Tycoon Flats, 2926 N. St. Mary’s St, 78212.
Tex-Mex and burgers.
(Gluten Free and Vegetarian options available)

We were grateful to the Buckshot Band, Jesse Tejeda, and Travis Yelton, along with our entire Men’s Ministry
Team for helping make this year’s retreat a success! We hope you are joining us for our Gospel BBQ this
November 5th!

Old-Fashioned Gospel BBQ
Sunday, November 5th | 5:00-8:00 pm
Texas Pride BBQ, 2980 East Loop 1604
Bring your family and join us for this church wide event! There will be
great food, music and fun for all ages! Contact Quest, 210-544-4971,
or purchase your tickets (adult $20; child $15) online:
www.trinitybaptist.org/gospel-bbq
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Wednesday Night Small Group
Redeeming Work
(Oct. 11- Nov. 15)
You spend 8 hours a day, 5 days a week (or more!) at
work. It's where you met a lot of your friends. It
might be the reason you live where you live. Our jobs
often dictate the circumstances and rhythms of our
lives. So why does Monday morning feel so far from
Sunday morning?
This 6-session group helps bridge the gap between faith and work. Each week includes powerful videos
featuring guided conversations, interviews, and documentaries to show real-life examples of Christians
engaging their calling and pressing into how God can use their unique gifts and experiences.

MIDWEEK
College & Career Small Group
Food. Fun. Faith Tuesdays, 6:30pm-8pm
Outreach House, 338 East Summit Ave, San
Antonio, TX 78212
Midweek will “pause” beginning Thanksgiving
Week and resume Spring 2018!

What Does the Lord
Require of Me?
How can we partner with God to bring wholeness, peace, and justice to
our communities? Join us November 12th in the Mulberry Dining Room
from noon to 2:30pm as the Micah 6:8 Ministry Team facilitates
exploration on how our church will serve in our city. Lunch provided.
Please RSVP online: www.trinitybaptist.org/micah-68.

Christopher Mack
Minister of Adults

10

Adult Ministry
Thanksgiving 2017: What Will it Mean to You?
Did you know that Thanksgiving doesn’t originate
out of just one historical event? In fact, if you dig
into history you may find some controversy and
discover that there were multiple traditions that led
to the establishment of Thanksgiving.
Following this article is a list of some of the
historical events that moved us toward this
national holiday. Within these traditions you will
notice gratitude for food harvested from the earth,
gratitude for safety and life and lessons shared
about how to survive in a new world, gratitude for
freedom, and awareness of the needs of those that
are vulnerable and need care and those who
mourn, who suffer, and who need the healing of
wounds. The stories of giving thanks inspire our
gratitude, our humility, and our compassion.
In spite of any historical debate regarding the
origin of Thanksgiving, within the events below is
a powerful story line that is compatible with the
Gospel of Christ. God is the giver and we are the
receiver of all that is good. Because of what we
have received, we can give to others. Because of
our need, we can be aware and concerned about
the needs of others.
This Thanksgiving I challenge you to open your
heart in gratitude for the gift of life, those who
sustain you, and open your eyes to those that may
need of your care. This Thanksgiving, consider
opening the doors of your heart and your home
even wider than before. For instance, you might
reach out and invite 1-2 service members, an
international student, a neighbor who lives alone,
an older adult, a young adult, or a couple without
family nearby. Whatever actions you take to create
Thanksgiving 2017, I pray you will give and receive
the best of what the holiday means.
In His Love, Vicki
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Inventing Thanksgiving:
• There were many traditional harvest celebrations in England
prior to the arrival of the Mayflower in the new world.
• In 1621 a Native American known as Squanto, of the
Pawtuxet tribe, taught Pilgrims how to cultivate corn, extract
sap from maple trees, catch fish in the rivers and avoid
poisonous plants.
• In 1621 there was a celebratory feast when the first corn
harvest proved successful.
• In 1623 there was a celebration to mark the end of a long
drought.
• Days of fasting followed by thanksgiving became common
practice in some New England settlements.
• During the American Revolution the Continental Congress
designated there be at least one day of thanks each year.
• In 1789 George Washington issued the first Thanksgiving
proclamation by the national government of the United States
(John Adams & James Madison also designated days of thanks
during their presidencies.)

• In 1817, New York became the first of several states to
officially adopt an annual Thanksgiving holiday. (Though

celebrated on a different day.)

• In 1827, noted magazine editor and writer, Sarah Josepha
Hale launched a campaign to establish Thanksgiving as a
national holiday. (For 36 years, she published editorials and wrote
to governors, senators, presidents and other politicians.)

• In 1863, at the height of the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln
entreated all Americans to ask God to “commend to his tender
care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners
or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife” and to “heal the
wounds of the nation.” He scheduled Thanksgiving for the
final Thursday in November, and it was celebrated on that day
every year until 1939
• In 1939 Franklin D. Roosevelt moved the holiday up a week
in an attempt to spur retail sales during the Great Depression.
However, his plan was met with opposition, and in 1941 the
president reluctantly signed a bill making Thanksgiving the
4th Thursday in November.

Trinity Fun Loving adults went on a trip to NASA last month.

Join us for our next adventure!

Trinity Ornament
Plan to purchase this one-of-a-kind Trinity Christmas ornament for yourself and buy more as gifts for your friends and
loved ones who were baptized, married, etc. and have
spiritual roots at TBC!
Engraved on the back of the ornament is “Trinity Baptist
Church, San Antonio, TX”. The cost is $20.00 each ($7.15
additional for mailing). They will be available for purchase
Wednesday, Nov. 8 and Sunday, Nov. 12 in the CLC before
and during Sunday School and in the Fanning Foyer after
worship. Once production costs are covered, money from the
sale of the ornaments will be used for TBC missions.

Vicki Hollon, D.Min
Minister of Adults
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“Living Loved as We Share the Love of Christ with Others.”

Elegant Christmas Coffee
Saturday, December 9 ~ 10—12 Noon
Trinity Dining Room
Bring a Friend and a pair of Children’s Socks
To go under the Christmas Tree for Sharing!
Come expecting to be Blessed and �illed with Heavenly Joy
as we share the Love of Christ with one another ~ while enjoying
“Beautiful Music” and Home-made “Christmas Goodies” with Friends!

Our “Hearts” will be open and overflowing with
“Christmas Love and Joy!”
Register Online or Call Sue at 210-219-3456
Childcare Reservations by 12/3: Monica at 210-738-7779
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Trinity Missions
Men’s Jean Drive

We were able to take 150 pairs of jeans
to CAM. Thank you to all who donated
jeans or money, and thanks to Vangie
Newman for making every dollar count.

Operation Christmas Child
Samaritan’s Purse Shoe boxes are available in the
Fanning Foyer and Crossings along with a list of
suggested suitable items. There will be a collection
point in the Fanning Foyer and at Crossings
through Sunday, November 19th.

Trinity Missions Banquet

Come to the Missions Banquet on Wednesday, December 6, in the Dining room. Food will be served from
5pm, and the program begins at 6 pm.
We are excited to hear from Sam Harrell, who is Associate Coordinator of Missions for CBF, as we kick off our CBF
Global Mission emphasis during Advent. Sam is a dynamic and entertaining speaker, who grew up in Kenya. Come
and learn more about the local missions your tithes and offerings fund from each tables unique decorations.

Hurricane Harvey Relief

In partnership with First Baptist Church , Refugio Trinity is rebuilding a home for
the Henderson family, which was rendered unlivable by Hurricane Harvey. The
family suffered a second devastation when their 17 yr old son , Casey, suffered a
broken neck in a High School football game 4 weeks later. Whilst Casey recovers
plans are to rebuild the house so that there will be a place for him to return to.
Trinity is responding with donations and volunteers, and teams have made two
trips so far. Donations to the Hurricane Harvey Relief effort maybe be made
through Trinity designating (Harvey Relief Fund) . If you would like to help in the
rebuilding, please email Mary Osborne at mary@oakwelldental.com . Trips will
be scheduled in coordination with First Baptist Refugio.

Aldape Update

The Aldapes have been blessed by the provision of unexpected “gifts” of medical services from members of the
community and their church, for which they are truly thankful. Two of their Ukrainian helpers with the water project,
stepped up and took the lead giving Eddie and Macarena time to take an Australian who spoke little Spanish to get
medical treatment. A small, but encouraging gesture. Macarena quoted the hymn “Count your blessings” to illustrate
how they feel. Even, after almost two years, they struggle to adjust and feel their wheels are turning too slowly. Some days
there are “Billows and Tempests”, but even when discouraged one must remember that “God is over all”. Please continue
to pray for them in their much needed ministry to these refugees.

Ghana Mission Trip
Mel Pankey reported that he and Greg Lewis had a very spirit-filled week
of mission activity alongside Reverend Emmanuel “Muss” and Felicia
Mustapha in Yendi, Northeast Region of Ghana, West Africa. This was
the fourth trip made by Trinity members to work with the “sustainable
Mission” relationship Trinity has with Reverend Mustapha.
To read more about the trip, visit www.trinitybaptist.org/ghana-2017
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Welcome Our New Members!

Yvonne Reyna, by Baptism

Amber Garcia, by Baptism

Arneshia Graham, by Baptism

Victoria Lira, by Baptism

Elsa & Jesus Romero, by Letter

Stephanie Gonzales, by Baptism

Brandon & Carter Sappington, by Statement

Rachel Vasquez, by Baptism

Leigh Ann Isbell, by Letter

Melissa A Yeagley, by Letter

Alpha Home would like to wish a
Happy Thanksgiving to the entire
congregation of Trinity Baptist
Church. We are so appreciative of
your support throughout the year!
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Alpha Home's Doorways of Hope
luncheon tickets & sponsorships on
sale at www.alphahome.org.
For more information, contact
Megan Butler: 210-785-3007,
or donate@alphahome.org.

Dana & Mike Smith, by Letter

Savanna Ann Thomas, by Baptism

Misty Morning Taylor, by Baptism

Though these TBC Members can not always worship with us on Sundays,
they are an important part of our Faith Family. We invite you to send a
card to let them know you care.
November 3 | Barbara Griggs
Adante Senior Living
2739 Cembalo Blvd Rm 602
San Antonio, TX 78230
November 15 | Betty Wernette
Inn @ Los Patios
8700 Post Oak Ln Apt 215
San Antonio, TX 78217

November 7 | Sue Harmon
11036 Reyes Canyons
Helotes, TX 78023
November 23 | Alice Skipper
606 Northstar Dr
San Antonio, TX 78216
November 25 | Carol Klich
9803 Flourisant Dr
San Antonio, TX 78217

November 12 | Darla Millsap
2918 Anza St
San Antonio, TX 78223
November 24 | Gerald Lee
Brookdale Nacagdoches
14595 Nacogdoches Rd Apt 122
San Antonio, TX 78247

Wi� D�pest Sympa�y
Family and Friends of Bobbi Norman
Family and Friends of Norm and Shirley Grimmett upon passing of Shirley's mother Jesse Bowden
Family and Friends of Luis Poorter
Family and Friends of Susan Ehman
Family and Friends of Bill & Lyn Daugherty upon passing of Lynn's sister, Cheryl McNierney
Family and Friends of Lois Bray upon the passing of her brother in law
Family and Friends of Rosemary & Pat Carney upon the passing of her father, Red Rethman

_________________________________

Deacon Officers: Dave Ballard, Chair | Dick Foster, Vice-Chair | Ken Smith, Secretary

Trustees: Lane Mitchell, Chair | Wayne Grant, Vice Chair | Jill Parker, Secretary | Dave Ballard | Anita Foster | D. Leslie Hollon
Andrea Schaper | Ginger Nicholas | Jerry Carnahan | Randy Fields | Joe Gill | Terry Green | Terry Higgs | Gary Higgs
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TRINITY PRAYER

From the Prayer Ministry
By Sandra Martin, Prayer Ministry Co-Coordinator with Alison Carnahan

COLOSSIANS 4:2

“Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all
the wisdom He gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.”
Colossians 3:16
Pray for the Trinity Baptist Church Ministry
Teams meeting on November 4. May there be
good attendance by team leaders and others.
Pray that the goals and plans of each team be in
accordance with God’s plans. (Joshua 24:14a)
Pray for the church wide Men’s Ministry BBQ
event at Texas Pride BBQ on November 5. Pray
that many Trinity Baptist Church members will
attend and that it will be a great experience of
good food, fellowship and connections.
(1 John 1:3)
Pray for the CBF Churchworks Planning
Meeting on November 6 and 7. Pray for
guidance in preparation for a God-led event
in February 2018. (Proverbs 16:3)

Pray for the Deacons meeting on November 14.
Pray that all that is shared and discussed be under
the leadership and guidance of the Holy Spirit.
(1 Peter 4:10)
Pray for Bountiful Blessings in the preparation and
distribution of food on November 16 and 18. Pray
that God continues to bless those who pack and
distribute food and those who receive it. May there
continue to be strong evidence of the Father’s love
and care for those in need. (Deut. 10:18)
Pray for the Thanksgiving Eve Service and
Communion on November 22. May it be a time for
families to gather to worship and pray with gratitude
for God’s blessing and Presence in the midst of a
difficult year for so many ( 1 Thess. 5:17)

In our current culture, Thanksgiving has come to mean food, football games, family…and shopping.
How different and far removed are our celebrations of today from the first Harvest Festival in 1621...
and yet, strangely enough, there is a timely similarity. The first Thanksgiving occurred after a time of
great human suffering. Of the 102 original Mayflower passengers, only 44 survived during that year.
Fast forward 400+ years. Many in our country are experiencing a time of great human suffering.
An unprecedented number of natural disasters affecting thousands have occurred during 2017.
An evil act took the lives of innocent people.
In the midst of the heartbreak and suffering, God has called us to be salt and light.
Therefore, we are thankful that when He calls us,
He also equips us to be His agents of hope in desperate world.
If you would like more information about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry, please contact
Alison Carnahan at alnicoles@aol.com or Sandra Martin at sandramartin2742@sbcglobal.net.
You will receive a blessing.

Need Prayer? Call our 24 hr prayer line: 210-738-PRAY (210-738-7729)

Our Pastoral Staff:

D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children

Christopher Mack, Minister of Young Adults
Vicki Hollon, D.Min., Minister of Adults

Jacob Sensenig, Minister of Music & Worship Arts
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