PASTORAL
REFLECTIONS
Top 30 of What Sharpens and Renews Me
(not listed in any particular order)

The week between Christmas and New Year is one of my favorite weeks in the year. I share with you what I wrote in
last year's journal, after a period of review and preview. Let me know how you’re preparing for God's best in 2017.
writing
worshiping
being with family
hiking & exploring
talking with seekers
listening to books while driving
meditating early in the morning
playing & caring for Olivia & Jack
listening to people tell their life story
pausing before I say, "I don't like that"
practicing ministry with my colleagues
working on ideas with my adult children
pastoring the 5 generation Trinity family
traveling to places where I have not been
coffee & prayer time with Vicki in the a.m.
acting on my intuition & reading the results
getting perspective by visiting in the hospital
staying with the technological learning curve
enjoying solitude & measuring my loneliness
rethinking, concentrating for extended periods
grappling with Scripture & listening to the Spirit
going to Boerne to integrate past, present, future
learning from people who have been there before
looking for the next iteration, cultural trend, historical pattern
learning a new skill in how to understand an idea & problem solve
studying the SA Spurs in particular and great organizations in general
listening carefully for what is said and not said when being complimented & criticized
joining cross disciplinary conversations in search of transferable principles & think tanks
risking my life at strategic times, meaning I say, "I am not sure if I'am going to get through this."
entering my "stream of consciousness" to flesh it out by prayer, reflection, conversing, writing, organizing
What sharpens and renews you?
Pastor Les
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Messages from the Sermon on the Mount
"Virtue is the habit of holy excellence," says my friend Richard Foster. I agree.
The Beatitudes are a pathway for us to grow in godliness, and godliness is the truest form of our humanity. The
beatitudes are essential ways for us to grow in Christ. Consequently, we should be able to see from Christ's life the ways
that He embodied these virtues so that we can develop them as holy habits in our lives. By looking into the face of
Jesus, as He preached The Sermon On The Mount (Matthew 5-7), we get a clear view of virtue's power and charm.
What are the results of a virtuous life?
Jan.1 - Hearing God’s Call In The New Year
Matthew 2:13-23
Christopher Mack will preach both services

Feb. 19 - FASTING TO FACE GOD: Purifying Our
Heart To See God | Matthew 6:16-18
Christopher Mack preaching at Crossings

Jan. 8 - CHARACTER: Changing The World By First
Changing Ourselves | Matthew 5:1-12, 48

Feb. 26 - FREEDOM FROM THINGS: A Cure For
Materialism | Matthew 6:19-34

Jan. 15 - EFFECTIVENESS: Changing The World
Around You | Matthew 5:13-17, 48

Mar. 5 - ADAPTING WITHOUT APPROVING:
Making Good Decisions When Things Are Wrong
Matthew 7:1-6

Jan. 22 - OBEDIENCE TO GOD'S PURPOSES:
Disciplining Your Desires By Wanting What You Need
In God's Kingdom | Matthew 5:18-42

Mar. 12 - PRAYERFUL ACTION: Don't Be Afraid To
Act On God's Promises | Matthew 7:7-12

Jan. 29 - LOVING DIFFICULT PEOPLE:
Strengthening Your Kingdom Capacity To Impact
People | Matthew 5:43-47
Feb. 5 - A PRAYERFUL LIFE: Leaning Into God's
Presence | Matthew 6:1-13
Christopher at Crossings

Mar. 19 - FOCUS: Finding & Taking Your Pathway
Matthew 7:13-14
Christopher Mack preaching at Crossings
Mar. 26 - LEGACY: Living A Worthy Life
Matthew 7:15-23

Feb. 12 - RECONCILIATION: Speak Healing Words To
Heal Hurting People | Matthew 6:14-15
Dr. Leslie Hollon
Senior Pastor
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Music & Worship Arts Minister Update
I was walking out of the Sanctuary following our
Christmas program, The True Gift of Christmas, when a
sweet lady I’ve known for many years commented to me,
“I think that was the most memorable one I’ve been to.”
She smiled, and seconds later said, “But I think I say that
every year.”
She was right. The program was beautiful this year. The
choir sounded beautiful, the orchestra was incredible.
The children’s choir was precious. Cheryl Lindquist and
Zachary Ridgway did an amazing job. And like my
friend, I think the same thing every year – that this year
is the most memorable one. When I hear “Mary, Did
You Know”, I can’t help but think of Martha Fanning
solos from long ago. I think of Selah singing “O Come, O
Come Emmanuel”. I think about my oldest daughter’s
first acting gig – did you know that she played the part
of baby Jesus when she was only 6 weeks old? She did,
and she cried throughout! I think about my youngest
singing “All I Want for Christmas is My Two Front
Teeth”, many of the children’s choir with teeth blacked
out for special effect (even though they were only a year
or so from having lost their front teeth). Like many of
us, I am flooded with such memories of love and joy,
and am thankful to attend every year as we welcome the

Advent season. Each and every year has been
memorable, and we have been blessed! I hope that you,
like me, look forward to the future of many more “most
memorable” programs.
As a team, we are beginning to feel excited! We are
beginning to anticipate calling our new Music Worship
Minister, and after much thought, discussion and prayer
our list has grown short. Many of us have made trips to
visit very talented potential leaders. We have skyped
(some of us had to look that up). We have gotten lost on
our way home and have gotten caught in long lines of
traffic. We have met for many hours and discussed our
wonderful candidates, and we have prayed. Most of all,
we have been praying and seeking God’s direction. We
ask that you continue to pray with us. Pray that our will
is to be in God’s will. Pray for unity as a congregation.
Pray for confirmation of God’s will. Pray that God will
provide a spirit of peace that only He can bring.
May 2017 bring us many more memorable, special times
together in worship!
Blessings!
Ginna Ballard

Please be praying for the Minister of Music and Worship Arts search team.
The members are:
Mary Hamilton, Chair
Nancy Fields, Recording Secretary
Ginna Ballard, Digital Secretary
Matt Till, Prayer Coordinator
Pastor Les Hollon, Staff Liaison
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Laura Dawson
Ross Johns
Barry Lacy
Jesse Higgins
Julianna Montiero

A Musical Moment
As we begin the New Year, there are so many goals and
resolutions that many of us hope to achieve. The New
Year means a new beginning and a chance to live our
lives to the fullest.
Have you ever noticed how good we feel when we are
singing praises to the Lord? Isn’t funny how our mood
lightens and our heart swells as we sing His praises? It’s
even hard to stand with arms crossed and teeth (or
fists) clenched when we sing of all the glory and mercy
of our King.
How sweet it is to sing His praises.
How sweet it is, His grace and His mercy
How sweet it is to sing His praises
How sweet it is - that glorious name.
How sweet it is... How sweet it is!
“I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart; I will
tell of all your wonders. I will be glad and rejoice in
you; I will sing praises to your name, O Most High.”
– Psalm 9:1-2 NIV
We all have heard and most of us know that Worship is
more than just singing a bunch of songs… It’s about
living our life for Jesus… about glorifying Him through
our actions… our reactions… our service… It is about

singing our heart’s cry… about coming to the foot of
the cross dwelling in Him... it’s reading, learning,
hearing and striving to put His Word into action…
making it real and true in our lives so that others might
see Him through us…
For me, worship does tend to start with music… with
songs to and about my Lord… and the rest seems to
fall into place as I open up the Bible and spend time at
His feet… listening… sharing… worshiping… seeking
Him.
During this Interim time for the Music and Worship
Arts Ministry, I would like to thank all of you in the
church for your support, prayers and encouragement.
Many of you are anxiously waiting. Remember that
God has a plan and I firmly believe that the search
committee will be faithfully led to the right person at
the right time. In the meantime, please know that
Zachary and I will continue to “carry the torch” of the
musical excellence and traditions of the music at
Trinity.
When in our Music, God is Glorified!
Joyfully,
Cheryl Cellon Lindquist
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As we were wrapping up our Small Group in the
Fall, we had a brief discussion about what we
should study this coming Spring. There was a desire
of the group to study a book of the Bible and not a
book talking about the Bible. So we have decided to
explore the book of James. A letter that many
people believe was written by Jesus’ half-brother
James to the dispersed Jewish believers throughout
the land who had left Israel because of occupation
from another nation. The experience of the
dispersion caused many believers to lose faith in
Christ and to turn away from Christ, because of the
hardships that they had faced and were continuing
to face in the foreign lands. Life was hard and they
could not survive on their own power and strength.
Aware of the situation, James wrote to these
believers expressing that they must persevere and
cling to the faith. Writing to them to say that life
will be difficult but if they turn their focus to Jesus
and His truth, they will be okay. James was not
saying that if they follow Jesus they will be happy
and wealthy, but that they will become holy. A very
different result than most people initially want or
think they need.. In a world where many expect
quick fixes and no pain, James paints a different
story of faith and perseverance that shapes us into
people God created us to be. We have all been
dispersed in some way from the life God intended
us to have.
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Starting January 11th at 6pm our small group will
begin to explore the truth of faith and perseverance
that James wrote about, and how it is relevant to
our lives today. What James wrote 2,000 years ago is
just as relevant today as it was then. We all face and
will continue to face trials and tribulations. There is
no promise that life will be easy or become easier as
we grow closer to Christ. God called us to be holy
servants that will face trials that will require us to
have the faith to solely rely on Christ to provide.
How we respond to these trials is what matters. Do
we seek our own strength or do we seek the
strength and wisdom of God?
Besides this group there are many other groups
available that will transform your life. You can learn
more about these groups on our website:
http://trinitybaptist.org/small-groups. I encourage
you to join one of these groups to explore how God
is working in your life. I also encourage you to
bring a friend so that they can experience God in
their own life.

Matthew Dillingham
Church Administrator

Legacy of Faith
This is the time of year we celebrate the birth of
our savior, Jesus Christ. It is also the time we
reflect on the events of the past twelve months.
On January 1st, our thoughts become focused on
the future. I am asking that you keep Trinity
Baptist Church’s future in your thoughts as well.

The Legacy of Faith video has been shown to
several groups in November and December. In
January, we will be showing the video to the
remaining adult Sunday school classes. After
viewing the video, I ask that you give the
message prayerful thought and consideration.

We have started a legacy program to secure the
future of Trinity Baptist Church. This program
will help provide financial support for the
physical and spiritual needs of the church. Your
support will ensure that the church and its
missions will endure and thrive for many
generations to come.

As always, if you have any questions or
comments, I am available. Please visit, email;
rstein@trinitybaptist.org or call; 210 738-7785
anytime.
Have a blessed New Year
Robert Stein
Finance Manager
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Children’s Ministry
Showing Love in the New Year
A few weeks ago when my son Chase was home from
college for Thanksgiving, he made an interesting
comment to me. He said, “My roommate and I were
having a discussion about ways our parents showed us
they loved us when we were growing up.” I thought to
myself, this could either be really good or really bad. He
continued, “We agreed that the best way we knew our
parents loved us was because they read outloud to us,
reading outloud to someone is a totally selfless act.” I
was very thankful that I had indeed read to him as part
of our nightly routine before bed. It made me so glad
that on those nights when I felt I could not do another
thing because I was so tired, that I made the time to
establish a meaningful ritual that communicated my love
to him (my husband also took his turn too).

Snow In San Antonio

As we begin a new year, think of ways you can do things
that let your children know they are loved. You may
have a different way of communicating this to your
children than I do, but make it a priority in your home.
The years will pass by fast and you will be having a
conversation with your college-age children before too
long. Enjoy these precious years and treasure all of the
moments that you have to let them know how truly
loved the are. It is a gift that will last their entire lives.

Dr. Debbie Potter
Minister of Children

Close to 500 people came to experience the joy of Christmas
at Winter Wonderland. Kids of all ages enjoyed food, games,
crafts, music, Santa, the nativity story, and snow!

Plan early to attend
Winter Wonderland
next year on
December 9, 2017!
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We had a great time at our 1st Annual PDO
Christmas program. The children did great and I
want to thank each parent/grandparent who came out
to see the program. Also, a big “thank you” to the
TBS staff and volunteers from Trinity who also came
out in support and to fellowship with the PDO
families!
We have a great bunch of teachers and
volunteers as we celebrate the family of
Christ here at Trinity! As we start a new
year we strive to make it the best yet!!!
Please continue to pray for the program.
Have a safe and Happy New Year from
all of us at PDO!
Kay Polanco, PDO Director

Registrations for Upward Basketball are still open!
Upward Basketball is for children ages 5-12 as of January 1, 2017. For more information and to register your child,
contact the Childrens ministry or visit us online at trinitybaptist.org/upward
Through Upward Basketball, we connect with children at a critical age and help them discover and build athletic
skills, values, and self-confidence in a Christ-like loving environment. Practices begin in Jan. and the games are
on Saturdays in Jan. and Feb. 2017. To volunteer as a coach, please call the Children’s Center at 210-738-7764.

January Memory Verse:
“Your word is like a lamp that shows me the way. It is like a light
that guides me.” Psalm 119:105
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Reflecting on Family
During this Christmas season, I have been reflecting
a lot about family. You see, my views of family are a
little different from most ‘normal’ views of what
family looks like.
My parents divorced when I was a freshman in high
school. So, I mainly remember being raised by a
single mother. While this was very difficult, I knew
that I could rely on others around me to give me a
sense of family when things got hard. Family, to me,
is very important, and it is more than likely very
important to you too.
As I reflect on family during Christmas time, I am
reminded that family is all around us. We have our
immediate family, and we have our extended family,
like those crazy aunts and uncles we all have. We
have our church family, and we have our friends who
feel like family. Our family always grows, and it is
important for it to grow.
The Student Ministry, over the last four months,
have been praying for each other. They have been
put into prayer groups sharing their strengths and
weaknesses and continuing to pray for each other
during the school year. They are leaning on each
other through tough times and it’s amazing to see
their growth in their prayer life. They have come
together as a family. Each student comes with their
own role. In the family that is the Student Ministry,
you have Juniors and Seniors taking the role of
grandparents, the wise ones. You have Freshman and
Sophomores, who are our parents looking to bring
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up our youngsters. And then there are the Middle
Schoolers who are the future of the Student
Ministry... sound familiar?
First Corinthians 12:18 says, “But in fact, God has
placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just
as he wanted them to be.” God is amazingly
sovereign; He knows our strengths and He knows
our weaknesses. He knows our future and even
though He knows our past, He is not too concerned
with the mistakes we have made. Enter grace. God
has placed each of us into a specific family, where we
can learn and grow and pray for each other.
Christmas is the season for a lot of things, most
importantly remembering the birth of our Savior. It
is also the season for giving. I encourage you to give
your time, give you heart to others, give your love to
those in your family that need a little or a lot of love.
I encourage you to give your family the care and
attention that we all need during this time. I love
seeing families in worship together, growing and
strengthening in the Lord together as one.
God has put us all together at Trinity Baptist Church
to learn from one another, to pray for one another, to
be with one another. May we relish in the gift that
God has given us, family. May we not take each
other for granted, but see the beauty in knowing we
are all family. May God bless you this season and
bless your entire family.
In love,
Ethan Getrost

Sunday School Leadership Appreciation Luncheon
Sunday, January 29 | Program begins at noon | Mulberry Dining Room

I am overjoyed that my friend, invaluable instructor, and faithful guide Dr. Todd Still is joining us this year. His class
on the New Testament letters was one of the most challenging, insightful, and rewarding experiences of my time at
seminary. Dr. Still has a sharp intellect, a warm and welcoming heart, and an engaging style of leadership and
instruction. Dr. Still will lead our Sunday School Leaders in a time of world-class instruction which will not only
strengthen our understanding, but breathe life into our spiritual walk with Christ.
We hope all those offering leadership to our Sunday School Classes will join us!
Dr. Todd Still will lead our joint Adult Sunday School class in the Mulberry Dining Room at 9:00 am.
New Testament scholar Todd D. Still, Ph.D., has been appointed the fifth dean of
Baylor's George W. Truett Theological Seminary. As dean of Truett Seminary, Dr. Still
will provide academic and administrative leadership of the seminary’s faculty, staff and
students, work closely with the other academic deans in shaping Baylor’s future. Dr.
Still moves comfortably between excellent scholarship and engaging ministry.

Featuring Guest Speaker:
Dr. Todd Still,
New Testament scholar
and Dean of Truett
Theological Seminary.

Dr. Still is the author of commentaries on Philippians, Philemon, and Colossians, along
with numerous articles, reviews and Bible study materials. He also has co-authored a
textbook and edited five volumes. Presently, he is under contract to write a reading of
1-2 Corinthians (SPCK), a guide to the Thessalonian Letters (T&T Clark) and a
companion to Pauline interpretation (T&T Clark). He also has been commissioned to
write commentaries on 1-2 Thessalonians (Baker Academic) and 1 Peter (Eerdmans).
In addition to his academic work, Dr. Still is committed to and involved in local
churches. A licensed and ordained Baptist minister, he has had the opportunity to
preach and teach in many congregational and conference settings and has served in a
variety of ministry capacities, including church custodian, music minister, youth
minister, college minister, education minister, pastor and interim pastor.

Sunday school leaders at Trinity Baptist Church help us fufill the Great Commission. In the book of Matthew,
Jesus tells his disciples, “…go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” Without our
leaders who teach us and show us how to live out what Jesus taught us, we could not fufill this commission
that was meant for Christ disciples through the centuries. Thank you for all you do!
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Reconnecting to the Source
“Maybe this is why we journey in pilgrimage… because we want to get in touch with our beginnings.
We want to touch again what is deepest in us and in our traditions and to reconnect with the One
who is our source. For in touching the innermost strands of our being, we will be born anew.”
– John Philip Newell
I’ve had a slew of friends who have welcomed their
firstborn children over 2016. They have shared with
me their hopes and dreams as new parents… and
already much of their frustrations and failures. There
is this sense of a fresh life which does not have the
emotional, mental, physical, or spiritual wear, tear,
and tread of longer lives. Parker Palmer relays a story
about a three-year old who insists on being alone
with her newborn sibling. The parents consent
because they know they can listen in over the
intercom. They overhear the three-year old’s request
to her infant sibling—“Tell me about God, because I
have almost forgotten.”
Jesus was asked by his disciples who would be
considered greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. His
answer is one of the more familiar sayings of his,
“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like
little children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven” (Matt. 18:2). In the Gospel of John, Jesus
famously says, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see
the kingdom of God unless they are born again”
(John 3:3). We have largely understood this as
pointing to the need for a conversion from a lack of
saving faith in God to placing our faith in God. And
this is a good understanding. But if we only see these
verses in terms of conversion, then we rob them of
the power for us as we grow in our faith.

Rich Mullins sang, “Well, we are children no more,
we have sinned and grown old/And our Father still
waits and He watches down the road/To see the
crying boys come running back to His arms/And be
growing young.” Each of us longs to reconnect to our
true self hidden with Christ in God. The deepest
ground of our being we experienced before we
became cynical, burned-out, and complacent toward
our lives and our faith. We long to experience a fresh
faith and awed wonder in light of our unfolding
journey with Jesus the Christ. But as Yoda quipped,
“we must unlearn what we have learned.” Jesus said,
“we must deny ourselves.” This is the humility of
placing ourselves before God in a spirit of openness,
radical trust, and full wonder. When we come to the
end of ourselves, even the end of our “know all the
answers, heard all the sermons, read all the books,
gone on all the conferences and mission trips” selves.
It is then a space inside of you opens up to reconnect
to the Source of your life, Jesus the Messiah, in
unpredictable, unsettling, and in a life-giving Way.
It is then we are growing young.

Christopher Mack
Minister of Adults
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Connecting with Community in the New Year
A New Year means the renewal of personal, professional and spiritual goals. What would it look like if we looked at
resolutions through the lens of outreach? As you choose your New Year’s resolutions, think of ways to incorporate
others from your community to help keep each other accountable and on track.
The most common resolutions center on heath, family, money and personal improvement. Trying to get fit? Invite a
friend, spouse or co-worker to meet with you regularly to walk to attend a fitness class. Are you looking to make an
impact for Christ in the workplace? Ask your co-workers to share their resolutions, and commit to praying for them.
Need a spiritual boost? Resolve to read through the Bible, and find a small group of people willing to do the same.
Keep in mind when choosing resolutions that the best way to share the love of Christ is in the natural overflow of
our love for Him. Let His love be your motivation and outreach will naturally follow.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” - 2 Corinthians 5:17

Micah 6:8

Ministry
Aftermath: A MLK Racial Reconciliation Event
Join us on January 15, 2017

Trinity Baptist Church will be hosting a luncheon featuring guest speaker Kathryn Freeman, to begin a
discussion on God, social justice, and the need for reconciliation. This is the first of a two-part event, in which
we as a church family can meet to explore the Church’s role in addressing social issues, seek to understand, and
determine ways to work toward the creation of “beloved community.” Lunch will be provided.
There will be a follow-up event on February 18, 2017 at TriPoint. More details to come.
“Love is creative and redemptive. Love builds up and unites; hate tears down and destroys. The aftermath of the 'fight with fire'
method which you suggest is bitterness and chaos, the aftermath of the love method is reconciliation and creation of the
beloved community. Physical force can repress, restrain, coerce, destroy, but it cannot create and organize anything permanent;
only love can do that. Yes, love—which means understanding, creative, redemptive goodwill, even for one's enemies—
is the solution to the race problem.” --Martin Luther King, Jr., 1957
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What Will You Do To Make 2017 Memorable?
Getting involved in a 2017 Small Group will allow you to
make new friends and deepen your relationship with
Christ. Whether you are a Trinity visitor, a new member,
or you have been here a long time, Trinity Small Groups
serve as a great place to connect with others who want to
know more about what it means to follow Christ; and to
do so in a supportive community. In addition to joining

a new Small Group, I encourage you to think of others in
your life who could benefit from this opportunity and
bring them with you.
You can register for one of the following groups by
going to TrinityBaptist.org/SmallGroups or by calling
210-738-7740.

Wednesday Night Small Groups
The following Small Groups will meet weekly on Wednesday evenings, beginning January 11, 2017, 6-7:30 pm, on the
Mulberry Campus. Childcare, children, & youth programs are also available during these times and a delicious
dinner is available for all ages 5-6 pm in the Mulberry Dining Room. ($5 adults / $3.50 children)

A Study from the Book of James (for men)

Led by Matthew Dillingham | McCarty Conf. Rm
More than any other book in the New Testament, James
emphasizes the necessity for believers to act in
accordance with our faith. He stressed that the life of
faith is comprehensive, impacting every area of our lives
and driving us to truly engage in the lives of other
people in the world. In other words, if those who call
themselves God’s people truly belong to Him, their lives
will produce deeds or fruit. Come join us and be
challenged by this important message.

Ministry to Moms (for moms)

Led By Barbara Bach, Carol Lecholop, and Susie Marett
Creative Life Center Grand Rm
Connect with other mothers through this Biblically
based parenting program, which uses video and small
group discussion to develop new parenting skills and
build relationships.
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Band of Brothers (for men)
Led by Karl Schank and Pat Nolan | Rms 303-305
This group will continue a study in the book of Hebrews.
This letter to Hebrew Christians will deepen participant’s
understanding of what it means to have faith in Jesus
Christ as Lord, who fulfilled all Old Testament
prophesies about the promised Messiah. There is always
an open chair for someone new to join us.

Spiritual Friendship: Walking With Those Who Aren’t
Showing Up (Begins January 18)
Led by Christopher Mack | Rm 313
What if we treated our relationships with people outside
the church as sacred ground where the Spirit is moving?
What if we embraced our calling to be spiritual
companions with those in our community? What if the
next movement of God in our rapidly changing culture
is birthed through the power of everyday conversations?
This 12-week group is a pilot curriculum requiring
participation, reflection, and feedback to further develop
this experimental approach.

Circle of Sisters (for women)

Led by Rhonda Jones/Sue Schank | Rm 301
This group will begin the year by studying When Godly
People Do Ungodly Things by Beth Moore. Christians are
still subject to Satan's attacks. In this biblical guide to
authentic repentance and restoration, Beth examines
why devoted followers of Jesus Christ can fall into the
traps of Satan and how to find their way back to God.

Vicki Hollon, D.Min
Minister of Adults

Other Weekday Small Groups
Entrusted (Women’s Beth Moore Study on II Timothy)
Mondays, beginning Jan. 23, 9:30–11:30 am
Led by Laurie Bracher | Rm 301, Mulberry
In Paul's final letter, the book of II Timothy, he charged
Timothy, his beloved son in the faith, to not be ashamed
to fulfill God's call on his life. In this 6-session Bible
study, Beth Moore challenges us to do the same. Come
walk this discipleship journey with other women.
TACO (Truth. Assurance. Commitment. Obedience.)

Tuesdays, beginning Jan. 10 | TriPoint Rms 1 & 3
Led by Mary Osborne and John Hale
6:00 pm Food & Fellowship | 6:30-7:30 pm Bible Study
This study is for men and women who want to explore
the foundations of the Christian faith. A light meal will
be provided at no charge.
*Kidz Korner is available for pre-K – age 12, Conf Rm 3

Proverbs 31 Women on Mission

Led by Cindy Levy, clevy132@yahoo.com / CLC
GrandRoom/11am-1pm.
This group for women meets the 1st Saturday of every
other month beginning January 7. Participants do
hands-on service projects for local and global women.
(All who can go to lunch following the service project.)

A Matter of Balance

Thursdays, Beginning Jan. 12, 2:30 – 4:30 pm
Led by Dr. Jill Parker
A Matter of Balance is an 8-week structured group
intervention that emphasizes practical strategies to
reduce fear of falling and increase activity levels.
Participants learn to view falls and fear of falling as
controllable, set realistic goals to increase activity, change
their environment to reduce fall risk factors, and exercise
to increase strength and balance.

Christian Authors Small Group (A Home Study)

Meets every other Monday in homes.
Contact Veronica Grant for details: 210-307-6900
This group studies classic as well as contemporary books
written by Christian authors.

Precepts (A Kay Arthur study of Hebrews)
Connect with other men and women as we continue to
go deep into this Bible study and discover more of its
relevance for our lives. Choose one of the following:
• Thursdays, Beginning Jan. 12, 9:30 am
Creative Life Center, Rm 210 | Led by Fredda Gill
• Sundays, Beginning Jan. 8, 3:30 pm
McCarty Conf Rm | Led by Sharyel Bradford

A Walk with Jesus through the Gospel of Matthew

Wednesdays, beginning Jan. 11, 7:15-8 am | TriPoint
Led by Pastor Les & Rev. Patrick Gahan
Join us as together we more fully discover Jesus the
Messiah, Teacher, and Son of Man as revealed in the
Gospel of Matthew. Together we will be reminded why
we can trust Jesus with every aspect of our lives.

Writing Down the Spirit

Thursdays, beginning January 19, 6:30-8:00 pm
Led by Jeff Cowart, Journalist, writer, and editor of the
blog HealthyWriting.com | Room 301, Mulberry Campus
Written self-expression is a spiritual gift that many of us
fear because of school memories of grammar rules and
harsh critiques. Creation is a powerful story and all are
endowed by the creator with the power to tell their own
stories. In this group we work to learn how to free the
spirit to express itself in writing regardless of the
medium (fiction, non-fiction, journal, letters…) with the
supporting grace and encouragement of fellow creators.

Register by calling 210-738-7740 or go at trinitybaptist.org/small-groups
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Trinity Missions

To the Border Or to the Baptism
Living Waters Ranch, El Pino, Honduras
An article appeared in the San Antonio Express News on
September 4, 2016. It was entitled “Why Central
Americans Flee: What Would You Do?” This article
researched why Central Americans are risking danger
and uncertainty to leave home for the U.S. border. The
article highlights the many reasons thousands of young
families, and in some cases unsupervised children make
the long and dangerous journey to our border. The
reasons are many but most stem from a rampant drug
culture and crime. Gangs recruit and sometimes force
young boys and girls into this world of darkness and
crime. Any retribution or attempts to go to the police
(also corrupt) often leads to worse consequences
including death. As a result of life in this environment
the people feel helplessness and hopeless which then
leads to apathy, poverty, neglect and abuse. The children
have little to no education and are all victims of this
severe culture which results in deep scars of
self-degradation and uselessness.

underlying condition there.” This is exactly the mission
of Darwin and Jennifer and the Living Waters Ranch.
Their Mission Statement is To be God’s refuge for
orphaned, lost and broken individuals by extending
Christ-centered hospitality, healing and guidance to them
with the goal of raising them up as powerful servant
leaders to their generation, wholly submitted to Christ and
equipped for any good work.
Please pray about how God might have you support this
worthwhile and fruitful mission. Trinity supports this
effort through our Missions Budget but they are in need
of more. Learn more at hiddentreasuresinhonduras.com
or contact Mary Osborne at Mary@oakwelldental.com

This is a part of everyday life for our missionary partners
in Honduras, Darwin and Jennifer Zilly Canales at The
Living Waters Ranch. They live amongst uncertainty and
grave dangers and yet continually pierce the darkness for
the sake of their call. Jennifer and Darwin have taken 8
children under their roof and minister to countless
others in the surrounding community. They have been
victim to many robberies. Darwin, himself, was
kidnapped and severely beaten only a few months ago.
Darwin’s brother was recently murdered. Despite these
horrific events, God is in control and His work continues
with zeal and commitment.
So, what is the solution for these families stuck in the
grip of evil that leads to hopelessness? To again reference
The Express News article, it quoted a report from the
Border Patrol in 2016, “We recognize the ultimate
solution to the humanitarian situation in Central
America is long term investment to address the
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Very recently, Darwin and Jennifer baptized several of their
children and others from the community in a beautiful
celebration of renewed life and commitment.

Resuming January 11, 2017
There is something for everyone on Faith Family Nights. This Wednesday evening service is a great time for
our church family to come together for great food, fellowship, and bible study. We invite you to join us!

Wednesday Night Schedule:
5-6:15 pm
6:00 pm
6-7:30 pm
6-7:30 pm
6-7:30 pm
7:00 pm

Dinner Is Served ($5 for adults / $3.50 for children 12 & under)
Children’s Choirs (age 4 - 6th grade) and Program
Students: Study Club & Mid-Week Bible Study
Pastor Les’ Bible Study “A Walk With Jesus Through the Gospel of Matthew”
Small Groups*
Trinity Chorale (adult) Rehearsal

*For more information about Small Groups offered during Faith Family Nights, see page 13.

Sunday, February 12, 2017 | 4:00 – 6:30 pm | Mulberry Campus
Presented by TBC Youth, for Adults of All Ages

Technology is best when it brings people together. This workshop will bring multiple generations together in a fun
environment! Come learn more about Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and Skype. In addition, bring your smart
phone, iPad, lap top, etc. and take advantage of the small group hands-on instruction.

SOUPer Bowl III at Trinity!
Please bring cans of Tomato and/or Chicken Noodle Soup to share with
our ongoing ministry with Mark Twain Middle School (enlist your Sunday
Schools or your pew partners to join in the fun!) Place your soup cans in the
big ‘soup’ bins around Trinity Baptist Church and our TriPoint Campus
on Sunday, February 5, 2017.
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One-Day Retreat

TAPATIO SPRINGS Hill Country Resort

February 11, 2017

“Paradise in the Hill Country”

9 a.m. ~ 3 p.m.

“Becoming Ladies of JOY in HIS Presence”
Body ~ Mind ~ Spirit

Tricia Patterson
Our Featured Speaker

Tricia is passionate about inspiring Ladies of all ages to know
and experience the Presence of Jesus in a life-changing way.
Her greatest Joy in life is seeing others �ind the true Life & Joy
that only comes through Christ ~ and Christ alone!
Tricia is a Fun and Inspirational Speaker who receives
great reviews from all who attend her Retreats!

Invite a Friend !
Come join us for a Fun and Inspiring Retreat!

We’re expecting a “Sold Out” Retreat!
Get Your Tickets Early
$45 per person

Contact: Sue Pankey at 219-3456 or Register Online
TAPATIO SPRINGS has rooms available for anyone who would like to add a night’s stay or make it a Weekend Get-Away.
CONTACT: Ann DeBarros, 415-9512, anndebarros@gmail.com or Sue Pankey, 219-3456, suepankey@satx.rr.com
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Join us from 8:00 am to 11:00 am at Tripoint
ONLY $5.00 per person
Calling all men from Senior in High school to just plain seniors to join us for
breakfast on Saturday January 7, 2017! As we kick off the New Year we want to
come together to hear what’s on the front burner of your lives and how YOUR
Men's Ministry at Trinity BC can partner with God at work in you! Our primary
goal is involving as many men in our congregation and community, in faith based
leadership for relevant and life-giving discipleship and fellowship. Pastor Les will
join us to present men with a spiritual challenge to take the next step of faith in our
relationship with God. We will also mix things up with some interactive team
building/get to know you activities!
Bring your ideas of what you have witnessed in the form of fun and engaging
activities, or even your own suggestions for what you would like us to do. Your
insights will strengthen our upcoming plans for the future. The main goal is to
provide a hands on ministry to a much larger range of men in our church. This
means we not only need a few ideas that would bring us together as a whole, but
also ideas for different age groups, different life stages, and cross generational
activities where we can interact with the children's and youth ministries. It's time
to shake things up a bit and blaze a bold new path for this ministry and the men of
Trinity Baptist Church!

Please RSVP:
http/trinitybaptist.org/mens-breakfast
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Welcome Our New Members!

Albert Michael Burkart
by Baptism

David & Gilou Cledanor
by Letter

Richard and Tammy Donato
by Statement

Jeff and Karyn Shelnutt
by Letter

Gary Williams
by Baptism

Alicia Lynn Pate
by Baptism

JANUARY CALENDAR
7 ...............................
11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
30-31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Men’s Breakfast, pg 16
Faith Family Night Resumes
Aftermath MLK Luncheon, pg 12
Fanning Foyer Festival Concert
Bountiful Blessings Food Ministry
Town Hall & Business Meeting, pg 6
Sunday School Leadership Appreciation, pg 10
Pastoral Staff Retreat

Though these TBC Members can not always worship with us
on Sundays, they are an important part of our Faith Family.
We invite you to send a card to let them know you care.
January 1 | Carl Parkhurst
23118 Osprey Rdg
San Antonio, TX 78260
January 1 | Patricia Turner
PO Box 90629
San Antonio, TX 78209
January 6 | Kenneth Bashore
Chandler Estate Assisted Living
1510 Howard St Apt 1119
San Antonio, TX 78212

January 11 | Margaret Chapman
7623 Woodridge Dr
San Antonio, TX 78209
January 17 | J.E. Willingham
Franklin Park Stone Oak
January 13 | Helen Herring
21802 Encino Commons Apt 332
10 Benchwood Cir
San Antonio, TX 78259
San Antonio, TX 78248
January 28 | Donald Stinson
January 13 | Joyce Nicholson
307 Pinewood Ln
8802 Pineridge Rd
San Antonio, TX 78216
San Antonio, TX 78217

Wi� D�pest Sympa�y
Linda Tessmer, faimy and friends of Joe Tessmer
Merle Hilbrich, family and friends on the death of Merle’s husband, Otto Hilbrich
Mark & Andrea Nauschutz and family on the death of his aunt, Dottie Confair in Salt Lake City, Utah
Joy & Gary Hoover, family and friends on the death of her mother, Mary Richardson
John & Natalie Newell, family and friends on the loss of their mother & grandmother, Winfred Newell
Chandler & Travis Mross, family and friends on the death of Wanda Rohm
Family and friends of Fran Keegan
Family and friends of Mary Frances Semington

_________________________________

Deacon Officers: Dave Ballard, Chair | Dick Foster, Vice-Chair | Ken Smith, Secretary

Trustees: Lane Mitchell, Chair | Wayne Grant, Vice Chair | Jill Parker, Secretary | Anita Foster | Andrea Schaper
Ginger Nicholas | Denise Bruchmiller | Jerry Carnahan | Randy Fields | Joe Gaydos | Sandra Martin

TRINITY PRAYER

From the Prayer Ministry
by Sandra Martin, Prayer Ministry Co-coordinator

COLOSSIANS 4:2

“For I know the plans I have for you, “ declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and pray to me and I will listen to you. If
you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.” Jeremiah 29:11-13

Pray for the Men’s Prayer Breakfast at Tripoint on
January 7. Pray for many men to attend and invite
guests. May all that is prayed and shared be
meaningful in the lives of those attending.
Pray for Family Faith Night as it resumes on January
11. Pray for Pastor Les as he leads and for good
attendance. May those attending be encouraged and
strengthened in their daily walk with the Lord in 2017.
Pray for Wednesday Night Small groups beginning
January 11 and for Weekday Small Group Meetings.
Pray for those who are leading... for time to prepare
and for dependence on the Holy Spirit to guide them
as they lead. Pray for good attendance. May those
attending receive new insights which will help them
grow in their faith and in service to others.
Pray for the Young Adult Ministry’s Martin Luther
King Luncheon on January 15. Pray for travel safety for
guest speaker Kathryn Freeman. Pray that all
planning proceeds smoothly and for good attendance.
May the message Ms. Freeman brings be hopeful,
challenging and inspirational. May TBC pray for
discernment in how we may continue to engage the
gospel and our world as a place of racial reconciliation.
Pray for Bountiful Blessings on January 21. May those
who receive food be blessed and encouraged by prayers
and sweet conversations with those who serve. Pray
that our Lord will be glorified in this ministry.

Pray for the Town Hall Business Meeting on January
22. Pray there will be good attendance and excitement
in expectation for what God will accomplish through
Trinity in 2017. May there be renewed commitments
for all activities and opportunities for service. Pray that
as a congregation we will continue to seek our Lord
and pray daily for each other.
Pray for Sunday School Appreciation Sunday on
January 29. May expressions of gratitude be given to all
who lead and serve. Pray for new and renewed service
commitments by class members in each department.
Pray for the Staff Retreat January 30-31. Thank God for
our staff whose desire is to honor God as they envision
Trinity’s future. Pray that as they focus on strategic
opportunities and calendaring, they may experience a
time of blessing and renewal.
Pray for the 24th Prayer Ministry Anniversary
celebration on Sunday, February 5. Pray that it will be
a time of thanksgiving for how God has used the
Prayer Ministry for His Glory. Pray that all that is
shared on that day will encourage many to become
Prayer Intercessors. May expressions of love and
gratitude also be expressed to Pat Coventry, the first
Prayer Ministry Coordinator and for Sharyel Bradford
who provided valuable assistance to Pat and the Prayer
Ministry for many years.

If you would like more information about how you can serve in the Prayer Ministry, please
contact Alison Carnahan at alnicoles@aol.com or Sandra Martin at sandramartin2742@sbcglobal.net.
You will receive a blessing.

Our Pastoral Staff:

D. Leslie Hollon, Ph.D., Senior Pastor
Debbie Potter, Ph.D., Minister of Children

Christopher Mack, Minister of Adults
Vicki Hollon, D.Min., Minister of Adults

Matthew Dillingham, Minister of Administration

Trinity Baptist Church | 319 E Mulberry, San Antonio, TX 78212 | www.trinitybaptist.org | (210) 733-6201

